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SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC. 


Hearings were held in New Orleans, La., on March 18, 19, and 20, 
1954, respecting subversive influence in the Southern Conference Edu- 
cational Fund, Inc. The principal points in the testimony are as 
follows: 

The Southern Conference for Human Welfare was conceived, 
financed, and set up by the Communist Party in 1938 as a mass organi- 
zation to promote communism throughout the Southern States. Earl 
Browder, former general secretary of the Communist Party in the 
United States, in a public hearing, identified the Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare as one of the Communist Party’s “transmission 
belts.” Under date of March 29, 1944, the Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare was cited by the Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities as a Communist front and, on June 12, 1947, by the Congres- 
sional Committee on Un-American Activities as a Communist-front 
organization “which seeks to attract southern liberals on the basis of 
its seeming interest in the problems of the South,” although its “pro- 
fessed interest in southern welfare is simply an expedient for larger 
aims serving the Soviet Union and its subservient Communist Party 
in the United States.” 

2. The Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc., was initially 
an adjunct of the Southern Conference for Human Welfare. After 
the exposure of the Southern Conference for Human Welfare as a 
Communist front, it began to wither and was finally dissolved, but the 
Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc., continued. The official 
paper, the Southern Patriot, which was published by the Southern 
Conference for Human Welfare, was taken over by the Southern 
Conference Educational Fund, Inc., which professes the same osten- 
sible purpose. 

3. The below-named persons were identified in the hearings as 
former officials of the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, who 
are or have been officials of the Southern Conference Educational 
Fund, Inc.: 


. . | Southern Conference 
Southern Conference for | “pa , 
Human Welfare Educational Fund, 


| Ine. 
Aubrey Williams_- Board member , President. 
Modjeska M. Simkins-.- ‘ do Vice president. 
Dr. Alva W. Taylor . Secretary-treasurer Secretary. 
Dr. James A. Dombrowski... Administrator 2 Executive director. 
Mary McLeod Bethune Board member. | Director 
Dr. Charlotte Hawkins Brown. --- -do_.... Do. 
Roscoe Dunjee- - - - ; -do e Do. 
Myles Horton. i . .do . Do. 
Virginia Durr Vice president : Do. 
Clark Forman... ; President President 
Leo Sheiner ‘Head of the Southern Con- | “Connected.’’ 


ference for Human Wel- 
fare for the 4th Congres- 
sional District at Miami, 
Fla.”’ 
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Five of the foregoing persons were subpenaed and testified at the 
hearings. They were: 
Leo Sheiner, Miami, Fla 

Leo Sheiner was identified as an important undercover member of 
the Communist apparatus who has been designated as reserve head 
of the Communist Party for the State of Florida. Sheiner was also 
identified as the one-time head of the Southern Conference for Hu- 
man Welfare for the Fourth Congressional District for the State 
of Florida, and as one who has been “connected” with the Southern 
Conference Educational Fund, Inc. The executive director of the 
Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc., declined to testify 
whether or not Mr. Sheiner is a contributor to the Southern Confer- 
ence Educational Fund, Inc. Mr. Sheiner declined to testify whether 
or not he had ever been affiliated with the Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare or with the Southern Conference Educational Fund, 
Inc., alleging, among other things, that his answer might tend to 
incriminate him. When questioned as to whether or not he was a 
member of the Communist Party on the day of the hearing, Mr. 
Sheiner answered “No,” but he refused to answer as to whether he 
had been a member of the Communist Party at any time prior to the 
day of the hearing, or whether he was under Communist discipline 
at the time of the heari ing, alleging, among other things, that his an- 
swer might tend to incriminate him. 


Dr. James A. Dombrowski, New Orleans, La. 

Dr. James A. Dombrowski was identified as executive director of 
the Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc., who, immediately 
prior to the assumption of his present office, had been administrator 
of the Southern Conference for Human Welfare. Dr. Dombrowski 
was identified by a witness as one who, to the witness’ certain knowl- 
edge, had been a member of the Communist Party. He was also 
identified by another witness as one who had accepted Communist 
Party discipline. Dr. Dombrowski denied that he had ever been a 
member of the Communist Party or that he had ever been under Com- 
munist discipline, but he admitted that he had been connected with a 
number of Communist-front organizations. Dr. Dombrowski re- 
fused to comply with a subpena duces tecum to produce the list of 
contributors to the Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc., 
although he admitted that, as executive director of the Southern Con- 
ference Educational Fund, Inc., he had access to the records which 
contained the names of approximately 3,000 contributors. 

Aubrey W. Williams, Montgomery, Ala. 

Aubrey W. Williams was identified as president of the Southern 
Conference Educational Fund, Inc., who had been a member of the 
board of the Southern Conference for Human Welfare. He also 
identified himself as editor and publisher of the Southern Farm and 
Home, a farm publication. Mr. Williams was identified by a witness 
as one who had been a member of the Communist Party. He was 
also identified by another witness as one who accepted the discipline 
of the Communist Party. Mr. Williams denied that he had ever been 


* 


1 See appendix for opinion and judgment, Circuit Court of the Eleventh Judicial District 
of Florida, disbarring Leo Sheiner, September 8, 1954. 
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a member of the Communist Party or that he had ever accepted Com- 
munist Party discipline, but he admitted that he had been connected 
with a number of Communist-front organizations. He admitted also 
that on September 11, 1947, he made the following remarks in an 
address at Madison Square Garden, New York C ity, with reference 
to the Government’s loyalty program: 

What they demand is that any man who admits to being a member of the 
Communist Party be fired immediately on the grounds that no man can be loyal 
to the United States and be a Communist. It is my belief that it is precisely at 
this point that we take our stand and defend the right of any Communist to 
maintain his position as a employee of the Government of the United States. 
To take any less position than this is to throw overboard such primary rights 
as the freedom to think and to hold whatever beliefs one chooses. 

Virginia Durr, Montgomery, Ala. 

Virginia Durr (Mrs. Clifford Durr) was identified as a former vice 
president of the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, and as a 
former member of the board of the Southern Conference Educational 
Fund, Inc. Mrs. Durr was identified by a witness as one who had not 
only accepted Communist Party discipline but as one who had “plotted 
with the Communist leaders to exploit her relationship as sister-in-law 
of a Justice of the Supreme Court in the interests of the world Com- 
munist conspiracy and interest of overthrowing our Government.” 
Mrs. Durr denied that she had ever been a member of the Communist 
Party or that she is under Communist discipline. She stood mute 
when asked a number of questions, including questions pertaining to 
affiliation by her with numerous Communist-front organizations. She 
did not, however, invoke the fifth amendment to the Constitution in 
response to the questions. 


Myles Horton, Montgomery, Ala. 


Myles Horton was identified as a former member of the board of the 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare and as a director of the 
Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc. He also identified him- 
self as a teacher at the Highlander Folk School, at Monteagle, Tenn., 
and said that he assumed “the full responsibility for having first con- 
ceived the idea of the Highlander Folk School and having come down 
to the Tennessee mountains for the purpose of starting this school.” 
A witness who had been a member of the Communist Party testified 
that when he was Tennessee district organizer of the Communist 
Party he made arrangements with Myles “Horton and others for the 
Communist Daily Worker to be sent regularly to the Highlander Folk 
School, and for a Communist student to go to the Highl: ander Folk 
School to recruit students into the Communist Party. The witness 
further testified that the Highlander Folk School cooperated closely 
with the Communist Party, and that when he asked Myles Horton to 
become a member of the Communist Party, Horton replied, “I am 
doing you just as much good now as I would if I were a member of the 
Communist Party. I am often asked if I am a Communist Party 
member and I always say “No.” I feel much safer in having no fear 
that evidence might be uncovered to link me with the Communist 
Party, and therefore I prefer not to become a member of the Com- 
munist Party.” 

Aubrey W. Williams and Dr. James A. Dombrowski (heretofore 
identified) were also affiliated with the Highlander Folk School. 
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t. In addition to those persons who were identified at the hearings 
as former officials of the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, 
who are or have been officials of the Southern Conference Educational] 
Fund, Inc., Max Shlafrock was subpenaed and questioned respecting 
his affiliation with the Southern Conference for Human Welfare and 
the Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc., as well as his affilia- 
tion with the Communist Party and espionage activities, but declined 
to answer any of such questions on the ground that his answers might 


tend to incriminate him. 
FINDING AND RECOMMENDATION 


An objective study of the entire record compels the conclusion that 
the Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc., is operating with 
substantially the same leadership and purposes as its predecessor 
organization, the Southern Conference for Human Welfare. 

The subcommittee accordingly recommends that the Attorney Gen- 
eral take the necessary steps to present this matter before the Sub 
versive Activities Control Board in order that a determination can be 
made as to the status of the Southern Conference Educational Fund, 
Ine. 

JAMES QO. EASTLAND, 
Chairman. 

Ourw D. JounstTon. 

JoHN L. McCLetuan. 

Price DANIEL. 

WituiaM E. JENNER. 

ArtTuour V. WATKINS. 

Herman WELKER. 

JoHN MarsHatt Butter. 





STATEMENT OF SENATOR THOMAS C. HENNINGS, JR., RELATING TO 
REPORT OF SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNAL SECURITY ON SOUTH- 
ERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC. 

The hearings which form the basis of this report were held in 
March 1954 at which time I was not a member of the Subcommittee 
on Internal Security. I did not become a member of this subcommit- 
tee until January 1955. Because I had no opportunity to hear, ob- 
serve, or examine the witnesses called before the subcommittee, I am 
unable to express any opinions concerning the matters brought to the 
subcommittee’s attention, nor am I in any position to agree with or 
dissent from the conclusions set forth in this report. 

Tuomas ©. Henninos, Jr., 
United States Senator. 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 18, 1954 


Unrrep Srates SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE To INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION 
oF THE INTERNAL Securrry Act AND OTHER INTERNAL 
Srecuriry Laws or THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
New Orleans, La. 


The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10 a. m. in room 245, 
Post Office Building, New Orleans, La., Hon. James O. Eastland, 
presiding. 

Present: Senator Eastland. 

Also Present: Richard Arens, special counsel, and Frank W. 
Schroeder, and Edward R. Duffy, professional staff members. 

Senator EastLanp. The committee will come to order. 

Mr. Arens, call your first witness. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, the first witnesses to appear this morn- 
ing are Mr. James Nelson and Mr. Ivor A. Trapolin of the Young 
Men’s Business Club of New Orleans. Will you two gentlemen kindly 
come forward and assume the witness chair? 

Senator EastLanp. Will you stand up and be sworn. 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give the 
Tnternal Security Subcommittee of the Judiciary Committee of the 
Senate of the United States will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Netson. I do. 

Mr. Trapotrn. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF A. JAMES NELSON, PRESIDENT, AND IVOR A. 
TRAPOLIN, CHAIRMAN, ANTISUBVERSIVE COMMITTEE, YOUNG 
MEN’S BUSINESS CLUB OF NEW ORLEANS 


Senator Easruanp. Proceed, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. Will you gentlemen each kindly identify yourself by 
name, residence, and occupation? 

Mr. Trapo.in. I am Ivor Trapolin. I am an attorney. I am in 
charge of the antisubversive committee of the Young Men’s Business 
Club. I reside at 2114 Calhoun Street. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Nelson, will you kindly identify yourself? 

Mr. Netson. I am A. James Nelson. I live at 4235 South Roman 
Street. I am presently president of the Young Men’s Business Club. 
[I am assistant secretary of the Eureka Homestead. 

Mr. Arens. Will you gentlemen kindly proceed at your own pace 
to address the subcommittee. 


1 
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Mr. Trapoitrn. Back on November 13, 1946, the Young Men’s 
Business Club passed its first resolution condemning the Southern 
Conference for Human Welfare as a Communist-front organization. 
We again passed another resolution on June 18, 1947. We said then 
again that it was a Communist-front organization and the people 
should not support it. We have continually as an organization 1n- 
vestigated the Southern Conference and have fought its subversive 
nature and its activities. 

We as an organization—I speak for Mr. Nelson and the Young 
Men’s Business Club—welcome the committee here and hope that 
you are very successful in your endeavors. 

Senator Easttanp. Mr. Trapolin, you say a Communist-front 
organization. Do you mean an organization that is controlled by 
Communists and that is promoting communism ? 

Mr. Trapouin. Right. 

Senator East.anp. Is it your contention that the Southern Con- 
ference for Human Welfare was the agency of the Communist Party 
that penetrated the Southern States? 

Mr. Trapoitn. Yes. It has been. It was organized by the Com- 
munists in 1938 by leading Communists such as Paul Crouch, Robert 
Hall, Ted Wellman, John P. Davis, and Edward E. Strong, all known 
Communists. They were the organizers. It was continually cop: 
trolled. It was controlled in 1947 by the Communists and it is con 
tinually controlled by them. 

There are two different ways in which we have spotted that they 
are controlled by the Communists. You do it two ways: No. 1, by 
the leaders in the organization as being Communists or following the 
Communist Party line, or you follow the foreign policy of the or- 
ganization and spot it as a Communist organization by its consistent 
following of the party line. 

Our report that we have been asked to make a part of this com- 
mittee hearing is broken down and the first man that we deal with is 
James Dombrowski. He has a record of continually supporting the 
Communist Party line. He has been the guiding light, as far as our 
records show, of the Southern Conference, has been the cause of the 
Southern Conference consistently in foreign policy following the 
party line. 

We don’t know what the southern welfare has to do with foreign 
policy. Just three notes here. There is a great deal of detail in this 
report but I would like to mention that Dombrowski was an original 
incorporator of the Highlander Folk School here near Chattanooga, 
which was early in the 1930’s and it was branded as a center, if not 
the center, of spreading Communist doctrine in 13 States. He had 
trouble bringing subversive posters back from Russia. 

Senator EastTianp. Repeat that. 

Mr. Trapotrn. He had trouble with the United States Customs of- 
ficials when he was bringing Soviet posters which were considered 
seditious into the United States. 

Senator Eastitanp. What organization is he affiliated with now? 

Mr. Trapotin. He was the administrator of the Southern Confer- 
ence of Human Welfare until 1947 and now he is the executive direc- 
tor of the Southern Conference Educational Fund, which are one and 
the same organization. Both organizations publish the Southern 
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Patriot. They merely changed their names a little bit to confuse 
people. 

Senator Eastianp. In other words, when the Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare was exposed as a Communist organization it is 
your contention that the present organization was set up and its head- 
quarters moved from Tennessee to New Orleans; is that right? 

Mr. Trapotin. No. The Southern Conference moved in approxi- 
mately 1946 to New Orleans and it went out of existence according to 
the Louisiana Weekly of August 6, 1949, in August 1949. That was 
the official death. Then they changed their name to the Southern 
Conference Educational Fund, which was a subcommittee actually 
in existence long before the death of the Southern Conference of 
Human Welfare, one and the same group; merely a changing of names. 

Senator Eastuanp. Proceed. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Trapolin, you have a prepared statement which 
you want to have incorporated in the record; is that correct? 

Mr. Trapoutn. I have been requested to make it a part of the record. 

Mr. Arens. And you are just now summarizing the high points? 

io rt ° 

Mr. Trapourn. Yes. That is what I have been requested to do. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest that the statement be made a 
part of the record and that the reporter type in the letter attached 
to it. 

Senator Easttanp. They will be admitted into the record. 

(The letter referred to is as follows:) 

Youne MEN’s BusINess CLUB OF NEW ORLEANS, INC., 
New Orleans 12, March 17, 1954. 
Senator JAMges O. EASTLAND, 
Special Senate Committee Hearing, 
New Orleans, La. 

DEAR SENATOR EASTLAND: The Young Men’s Business Club on two occasions, 
November 13, 1946, and June 18, 1947, passed resolutions condemning the 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare and its educational fund as being a 
Communist-front organization. 

We have continually fought the Southern Conference recognizing its subversive 
nature and activities. 

We as an organization welcome the Senate committee investigating the 
Southern Conference Educational Fund. We are confident their work should 
produce further condemnation for an organization that we in New Orleans have 
long known and recognized as a Communist-front organization. 

We present to Senator James O. Eastland and his committee some of the 
highlights from our files on the Southern Conference for Human Welfare and 
the Southern Conference Educational Fund. 

Respectfully, 
ANTISUBVERSIVE COMMITTEE, 
A. JAMES NELSON, President. 
Ivor A. TRAPOLIN, Chairman. 


Committee members: Eugene Brierre, Henry H. Bush, Harry R. Cabral, Jr., 
Clarence DuBois, Jr., Denis A. Barry IT. 

(The statement referred to was marked as an exhibit and filed with 
the subcommittee. ) 

Mr. Arens. Would you also tell us the ee of your organi- 
zation, the organization with which you are identified. 

Mr. Netson. The Young Men’s Business Club is composed of 2,800 
business and professional men. 

Mr. Arens. Proceed if you please. 
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Mr. Trarortn. I would like to mention that in 1936 James Dom- 
browski wrote about the violent revolution and he wrote: 

Proletarians, who have suffered at the hands of ruthless power entrenched 
in an industrial system and who have tried all avenues of moderations and 
moral suasion, conclude that such power will continue to utilize its control of 
society to increase its advantages until, finally, justice can be achieved by a 
violent revolution in which the sources of power are brought under control 
of the workers. 

That shows his belief in the violent revolution; and I won’t go into 
any other individuals because the report is lengthy. I want to mention 
two people from New Orleans. 

Senator Eastianp. I wish you would go into other individuals. 

Mr. Trapotin. We have two people in New Orleans who have 
voiced condemnation of this committee and its work: Dr. Frederick 
Rhodes, executive director of the Southern Conference Educational 
Fund, signed a statement testifying the Communist Party which 
appeared in Louisiana Weekly on August 28, 1948. Rudolph Moses, 
now treasurer of the Southern Conference Educational Fund, who has 
condemned the work according to the papers, recent newspapers, was 
listed as a vice chairman in 1947 of the New Orleans Council of 
American an Friendship, which was listed on the Attorney Gen- 
eral’s list as a subversive organization. 

Rudolph. Moses also sioned a statement defending the Cananeanst 
Party which appeared in the Louisiana Weekly on August 28, 1948. 
I don’t want to go into lengthy details. The rest of the report deals 
in great detail as to how the Southern Conference followed con- 
sistently the foreign policy of the Russians and the Communists in 
this country. 

I concluded the report with a statement put out by the chamber 
of commerce in 1946 condemning the Southern Conference for Human 
Welfare as a Communist-front organization. 

Mr. Arens. You are conversant with the fact, are you not, that 
the Un-American Activities Committee of the House has condemned 
the Southern Conference for Human Welfare as an agency which is 
designed in devious ways to further the basic Soviet and Communist 
policy in the United States? 

Mr. Trapo.tn. Right. 

Mr. Korn. My name is John P. Kohn, Jr., of Montgomery, Ala. 
I am counsel for Mrs. Clifford Durr of Montgomery, Ala., one of 
the witnesses that have been subpenaed here today, and she is here 
and I arise for a question of information. Not having examined 
anything that might be in that report or should anything come from 
the witness that directly attacks my client, have I the right to cross- 
examine those witnesses should that condition develop ? 

Senator Eastianp. No,sir. There is no right of cross-examination 
before any congressional committee at any time. Is there anything 
in your report relative to Mrs. Clifford Durr ? 

Mr. Trapotin. No, sir, nothing. 

Mr. Konn. May I have 1 more minute, Mr. Chairman? As this 
proceeds when will the counsel for the respective witness be informed 
as to what are the rules of procedure for this hearing? 

Senator Easrnanp. The rules of procedure are that we are going 
to summon certain witnesses and examine those witnesses. I will 
tell you now that we are going to conduct this hearing in a fair man- 
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ner to all concerned and we are not going to stand for any heckling. 
I want to get that over straight. We have been in these meetings 
all over the country and I know the heckling tactics that arise. 
When any question on your client arises I will hear you on anything 
that you desire to say. Until that arises I do not want to hear any 
further interruptions. When Mrs. Durr’s name is brought in any 
request you want to make I will be glad to entertain, but there is 
nothing to discuss until it has been brought in. 

Mr. Koun. Mr. Chairman, I assure you that I have no intention 
whatsoever in any way, shape, or form of heckling this committee. 

Senator Easritanp. I know you haven’t. However, just wait. I 

cannot understand your position until Mrs. Durr is brought into the 
hearing. I _ not know whether Mrs. Durr will be brought in. 

Mr. Konn. I don’t either. 

Senator Eastianp. All right. Wait until that happens. 

Mr. Smiru. May I ask a point of information ? 

My name is Benjamin E. Smith. I am an attorney here. I rep- 
resent Dr. James A. Dombrowski and the Southern Conference Edu- 
cational Fund, and from what I can hear of the witness’ testimony 
his name has most certainly been brought before this committee. 

Senator Easrianp. It has. 

Mr. Smriru. I think it would be proper at this time if I could be 
informed by you, sir, if there are to be any opportunities afforded me 
to question this witness concerning this. 

Senator Eastianp. I judge you are a very reputable and very fine 
lawyer, and if you are you certainly know that in congressional com- 
mittee hearings there is no such thing as cross-examination by an 
attorney fora party. This is in the nature of a grand jury proceed- 
ing. You do not have that right and I judge you know that. Never 
in the history of this country “has such a thing been permitted and it 
will not be permitted here. 

Mr. Smiru. The reason I asked the question 

Senator Eastianp. I am not interested in the reason. There will 
be no right of cross-examination of these witnesses. 

Mr. Smirn. I am not permitted to ask you another question ? 

Senator EastLanp. You may consult with your client if your client 
is called as a witness. You may consult with your client. You may 
advise with your client. You may sit with your client, but you will 
not have the right to cross-examine other witnesses. 

Mr. Smirn. Are there any other rules of procedure that this com- 
mittee is prepared to tell us? 

Senator Easrianp. I will announce them when I desire. 

Proceed. 

Mr. Trarourn. I believe I was being asked a question. 

Mr. Arens. The question was with reference to the report of the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities with regard to the 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare. I believe you answered 
the question that you were cognizant of the contents of that report 
in essence ? 

Mr. Trapourn. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Is there anything else that you desire to say, gentlemen ? 

Mr. Trarorin. No. You have a copy of our report. 
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Mr. Arens. Mr. Nelson, did you have anything to add to what Mr. 
Trapolin has said ¢ 

Mr. Nexson. No. 

Mr. Arens. We thank you, gentlemen, very much for your appear- 
ance here today. 

Mr. Trapourn. Thank you. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, the next witness is Mr. Leo Sheiner, 

Senator Eastianp. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony that 
you are about to give the Subcommittee of Internal Security of the 
Judiciary Committee of the Senate of the United States will be the 


truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God! 
Mr. Suetner. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF LEO SCHEINER, ATTORNEY AT LAW, MIAMI, FLA. 


Senator Easttanp, Mr. Sheiner, have you an attorney / 

Mr. Suerner. No, sir; I am an attorney myself, Senator Eastland. 
That is my profession. 

Senator Eastuanp. All right. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. SuHerner. My name is Leo Sheiner. I reside at 1864 Southwest 
16th Street, Miami, Fla. My occupation is attorney. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you been so engaged ? 

Mr. Suerner. I think I was graduated from Cornell Law School 
in 1933 and I have been practicing law either since 1933 or 1934. 

Mr. Arens. And you are appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you 

Mr. Suerner. This committee had a subpena served upon me, sir, 
and I am here in response to that subpena. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you practiced law in the Miami area? 

Mr. Suerer. My recollection is that I was admitted to practice 
law in Florida in 1947. I had previously been admitted to practice 
law both in the State of New York and in the District of Columbia, 
and before the Supreme Court of the United States. 

Senator Easrtanp. Are you a native of Miami? 

Mr. Suriner. No, sir; I am not. If I understand by native that 
you mean born there, I was not born in Miami. 

Senator Easrianp. That is right. Where were you born? 

Mr. Suerner. I was born in New York City. 

Mr. Arens. And how long have you actually engaged in the active 
practice of law in the Miami area ? 

Mr. Suetner. Ever since I was admitted in 1947. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been identified in any capacity with the 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare? 

Mr. SuHerner. Are you Mr. Arens? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mr. Suerner. I didn’t know it. The members sitting up there 
were not identified tome. And you are Senator Eastland? 

Senator Eastianp. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Suerer. May I inquire? I do not understand the pertinency 
of your question as it relates to what this committee is investigating. 

Mr. Arens. That is a matter for the determination of the chairman. 

Senator Easttanp. Yes. I want you to answer that question. 
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Mr. SuHerner. As I understand it, I am being told that the ques- 
tion as to whether I was ever affiliated with the Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare is pertinent to the investigation of this commit- 
tee concerning certain alleged subversive and other activities; am I 
correct, sir ¢ 

Senator EastLanp. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SHetner. If that is so, sir, then I must respectfully decline to 
answer the question, and may I please state the reasons for so 
declining ? 

Senator Eastianp. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SHetner. First, | must decline to answer the question, and 
with due respect to this committee and the Congress, and particularly 
the Senate of which this committee has been constituted, I must decline 
to answer the question upon the ground, first, that by asking that 
question you are attempting to invade my thoughts, my political and 
social views. 

You are attempting to invade my speech and my right to speak, 
and those are guarantees given to me by the first amendment to the 
United States Constitution. I must further decline to answer upon 
the following legal ground, and that is the Constitution of the United 
States guarantees to me the right to peacefully assemble and associate 
with people, honest, respectable Seonilee of my choosing, and by asking 
me that question, you are, I must respectfully say attempting to invade 
my right to peacefully assemble. 

I have some further legal grounds, sir. 

Senator Eastianp. All right. I will hear you on the fifth amend- 
ment, if you are going to place it on that. If you are not, I am going 
to order you to answer and will cite you for contempt if you do not. 

Mr. SHerNER. I want to give my legal reasons. I am an attorney 
and I have been trained that way for over 20 years, and I think I 
would like to give my legal reasons, please, sir, for not answering 
your question. 

Senator Eastianp. Go ahead. 

Mr. SuHerner. The third legal reason—legal reason—guaranteed to 
me by the Constitution of the United States is that in arriving at my 
political beliefs and thoughts I have depended upon my religious 
teachings, the teachings of my religion as a guiding force in my ar- 
riving at my political thought. 

Senator EastLanp, That is not a ground. 

Mr. SHeiner. And you are invading the free exercise of the mind 
in religion as guaranteed to me by the first amendment of the United 
States Constitution. And that is a legal ground, sir. 

Senator Easttanp. I am going to order you, if that is your ground, 
to answer the question. 

Mr. Suerner. I have not completed my ground. 

Senator Eastianp. I do not want to hear a speech. 

Mr. Suerner. I do not intend to make a speech. 

Senator Eastianp. Wait a minute. 

Mr. Suerner. I intend to give my legal grounds. 

Senator Eastianp. Wait a minute, please. I am not going to let 
this hearing get out of hand. Are you relying on the dtth amend- 
ment? 

Mr. Scuerner. I have further legal grounds which I wanted to 
place before this committee—legal grounds set forth in the Con- 
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stitution of the United States, in the cases decided by the Supreme 
Court and other courts of this land. My further legal ground, if 
it please this committee and members of this committee, for refusing 
to answer is that the subpena that was served upon me did not in 
any way tell me what the nature of the inquiry of this committee 
was. 

It was broad. It was vague. It was indefinite, and I say that it 
was in violation of the fourth amendment of the United States Con- 
stitution, which prohibits unreasonable searches and seizures, among 
them unreasonable searches and seizures of my heart and my mind. 

And I say further, gentlemen, that I refuse to answer the question 
propounded by this committee, and I say again —_ respect to this 
committee and the Senate of the United States, I refuse to answer 
because in putting me as an attorney here in position to violate con- 
tidences, you are attempting to destroy my effectiveness as an attorney. 

Clients will not come to attorneys who will not keep confidences 
of people. That is my business. That is my profession. And I say 
to you that in attempting to do that, you are violating due processes 
as guaranteed by the sixth amendment of the United States Con- 
stitution. 

I say further that the nature of this proceeding—and you may 
disagree with me, Senator—is such that you are attempting to accuse 
and punish and if you are attempting to accuse and punish, sir, then 
I say that you are violating the provisions of the sixth amendment 
of the United States Constitution which provides that I must be 
charged with a crime, that I must have the right to counsel, that I 
must confront witnesses, that I must have the right to cross-examine 
witnesses, and I say that that is a ground for my refusing to answer. 

And there is another ground upon which I refuse to answer, and 
that is the ninth and tenth amendments to the United States Con- 
stitution have reserved certain rights to the people and they have not 
delegated to the Congress of the United States any inquisitorial 
rights. 

And I further decline the question upon a privilege granted to me 
by the U nited States Constitution, that goes back hundreds of years, 
a privilege whic h arose out of the desire to protect those who ‘think 
differently, heretics and others, against persecution, and that is the 
privilege afforded me by the fifth amendment of the United States 
Constitution which is fair legal ground. 

Senator Easttanp. That your testimony tend—— 

Mr. Surtver. I am stating the legal ground upon which I refuse 
to answer. 

Senator Easrianp. All right. 

Mr. Suerner. Let me ask you: Do you want to state the legal 
grounds? 

Senator Easrianp. The rest were immaterial. 

Mr. Suerer. I hadn’t finished what I had to say. 

Senator Easrianp. The fifth amendment 

Mr. Suerner. I have to finish what I have to say. 

Senator Eastianp. Wait a minute. 

Mr. Suerver. Will I be permitted to finish what I have to say ? 

Senator Eastianp. You are going to take orders from me. Do 
you understand that? 
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Mr. Suriner. Will I be permitted to finish ? 

Senator EastnaNnp. Keep quiet, please. I know Communist tactics 
and I am not going to let you take over this hearing. 

Mr. Sueiner. I don’t intend to and I resent that. 

Senator Easrtanp. When you place your refusal on the ground of 
the fifth amendment you place it on solid grounds. That I will rec og- 
nize and I do not care about hearing anything further. You are on 
sound ground when you invoke the fifth amendment. I will ask 
you this question—— 

Mr. Suerner. I am not permitted to give any further grounds ? 

Senator Eastianp. What is the point in giving further grounds. 
The fifth amendment is a sound ground. It gives you the ‘right to 
refuse to answer. 

Mr. Suetner. I am not permitted to give any further grounds ? 

Senator Easrtanp. Are you now or have you ever been a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Suerner. I haven’t answered the previous question. You have 
permitted me to answer it in part. I have not completed my answer 
to the previous question. 

Senator Easrianp. I am asking you a question. 

Mr. Suerner. And I am going to answer the question upon the 
same grounds that I have answered your previous question. 

Senator Eastianp. Allright. Have you been guilty of intelligence 
for the Soviet Union? 

Mr. Surtner. No; of course not. 

Senator EastLanp. Are you a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Suerner. I am answering your question, Mr. Eastland, that 
I am not a member of the Communist Party. 

Senator Easttanp. You are not a member? 

Mr. Suerner. No, sir. 

Senator Eastnanp. You have never been a member? 

Mr. Surrner. I refuse to answer your question that you proposed 
to me upon the grounds that by asking me that question you are, first, 
attempting to invade the rights guaranteed to me by the “Constitution 
of the United States under the first and fifth amendments. 

Senator Easttanp. Wait just a minute, please. 

Mr. Suerner. Under the fourth amendment of the United States 
Constitution. 

Senator EastLanp. Were you a member of the Communist Party 
last year? 

Mr. Suerner. Under the sixth, under the eighth, ninth, and tenth 
amendments to the United States Constitution. 

Senator Easttanp. Were you a member of the Communist Party 
a year ago? 

Mr. Suerner. I am going to refuse to answer your question, Mr. 
Eastland, upon the ground that you have no right, sir, under the 
privileges that I have set forth here to inquire as to my political 
thoughts and beliefs, upon the grounds of the first amendment, the 
fourth amendment, the fifth amendment, the sixth amendment, and 
the eighth amendment and the ninth and the tenth amendments of the 
United States Constitution. 

Senator Easrtanp. What you have said is that you are not now a 
member of the Communist Party, and that whether you were a mem- 
ber or not a year ago you decline to answer ? 
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Mr. Suerner. Yes, sir. 

Senator Easrianp. All right. Five years ago were you a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Suetner. I must decline to answer, although it may be amus- 
ing to Mr. Arens, as it appears, but I must decline to answer because 
I will not permit this committee or its counsel to invade my constitu- 
tional rights that are guaranteed to me by the Constitution of the 
United States and to other citizens of the United States. 

Senator Eastianp. All right. 

Mr. Suerer. And I have stated all of the grounds. 

Senator Eastianp. I have heard that. 

Mr. Suerner. The first, the fourth, fifth, sixth, eighth, ninth, and 
tenth amendments. 

Senator Easrtanp. Six months ago were you—— 

Mr. Suerner. I am going to answer your question in the same man- 
ner. I must decline, Mr. Eastland 

Senator Easttanp. Three months ago—— 

Mr. Suerner. To answer you question upon the following grounds: 
First, under the United States Counstitution, the first amendment, I 
have been afforded freedom of speech, freedom of political thought, 
freedom of association, freedom to practice my religion, and by asking 
me those questions you are attempting to invade those rights guaran- 
teed to me by the first amendment to the United States C onstituion. 

Senator Easrianp. Three months ago, were you a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Suerner. In addiion, by asking me that question, you are 
violating the rights guaranteed to me by the sixth amendment to the 
United States Constitution which provides that I am afforded due 
process and if any accusation is going to be made against me, sir, 
then I must be confronted by my accusers. 

Senator Easttanp. Do you know that man there? Look at him. 

Mr. Suerner. I am going to look at him. 

Senator Easttanp. Do you know him? 

Mr. Suerner. I refuse to answer that question, sir, on the grounds 
that merely to affirm or deny that I know would degrade me and in 
addition, sir, I refuse to answer the question upon the further 
ground 

Senator Easrianp. It would degrade you because he has cooper- 
ated to uncover treason. You should be honored to know that man. 

Mr. Suerner. I have never in all my life ever committed any act 
of any kind that would be subversive or treasonable or in any way 
did I do anything that any member of this United States couldn't 
be proud of. 

Mr. Arens. Is the Communist Party dedicated to treason? Do you 
know that? 

Mr. Suerner. I am going to refuse to answer your question, sir, 
and refuse to answer the question about this gentleman standing here, 
first, as I indicated 

Mr. Arens. Are you a member of an organization dedicated to the 
forcible overthrow of the Government of the United States? 

Mr. Suerner. I refuse to answer your question, and I haven’t been 
afforded the opportunity yet to answer the first question that you 
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asked me. As I say, I refuse to answer the question upon the grounds 
that either to affirm or deny that I know this man would be to degrade 
me, and upon the further grounds that, if it please Senator Eastland, 
you have no right to invade my political thoughts, my political ideas, 
my religious philosophy. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think the Communist Party just a political 
party, or do you think it is a conspiracy? 

Mr. Suerner. I refuse to answer any questions that are going to 
invade my political philosophy, my ideas, and my religion and I want 
to state the grounds, please, sir. 

Senator Easrtanp. You have stated them. 

Hold up your hand. 

Mr. Suetner. Do I understand that these grounds apply to all 
the questions that I have been asked ? 

Senator Easritanp. Do you solemnly—— 

Mr. Suerner. I haven’t finished yet. 

Senator Easrianp. Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are 
about to give the Internal Security Subcommittee of the Judiciary 
Committee of the Senate of the United States will be the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ¢ 

Mr. Crovcn. I do. ' 

Mr. Suerner. Am I excused ? 

Senator EastLanp. No, sir. You are not excused. You said you 
wanted to be faced with your accuser. That is what I am going to do. 


TESTIMONY OF PAUL CROUCH, CONSULTANT, IMMIGRATION AND 
NATURALIZATION SERVICE, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Senator Easttanp. What is your name? 

Mr. Crovucn. Paul Crouch, C-r-o-u-c-h. 

Senator Easttanp. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Crovcn. I am now a consultant of the United States Immigra- 
tion and Naturalization Service, Department of Justice. 

Senator Easrtanp. You were the principal witness when Harry 
Bridges was convicted; were you not? 

Mr. Crovcu. I was one of the principal witnesses, yes, sir. 

Senator Easttanp. Who organized the Communist Party in the 
South ? 

Mr. Croucu. I was the first one to come down and start organiza- 
tion in 1928. 

Senator Easttanp. How long were you a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Crovucn. For 17 years, from 1925 to 1942, although I might 
add that the Communist Party itself refused to accept my leaving 
and issued me a membership book in the Communist Party while I 
lived in Florida in 1947. 

Senator Easttanp. What positions have you held in the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Croucn. The major positions I held in the Communist Party 
were the head of the Communist Party’s department for infiltration 
of the Armed Forces of the United States, a representative of the 
Communist Party of the United States to the executive committee of 
the Communist International in Moscow, a member of a commission in 
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Moscow to draft plans to infiltrate and subvert all the armed forces 
of the world, and operate an honorary regimental commander of the 
Red Army, a special student at the Frunze Military Academy in 
Moscow; I was a member of the editorial staff of the Daily Worker, 
official organ of the Communist Party, a member of the various com- 
missions of the central and national committee of the party, State or 
district organizer for Florida, for Utah, for North and South Caro- 
lina, and Tennessee, editor of the Communist magazine, The New 
South, the official organ for the Southern States, member of the dis- 
trict bureau of the Communist Party for Alabama, Mississippi, and 
Georgia, and chairman of the control commission of the Communist 
Party for that area, a member of the district bureau of the Commun- 
ist Party for California, for Nevada, and Hawaii, national secretary 
of the Anti Imperialist League, and many other minor positions. 

Senator Eastuanp. State whether or not you were trained in 
Moscow. 

Mr. Crovucn. Yes, sir; I received special training at Frunze, 
F-r-u-n-z-e, Military Academy on methods of espionage, sabotage, 
civil war, guerrilla, and insurrectionary activities. 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF LEO SHEINER 


Senator Eastrtanp. Mr. Marshal, bring this witness back. 

Mr. Suriner. I want to sit over here. 

Senator EastTLanpD. I want you to sit here and face your accuser. 
Mr. Suerer. Be glad to do it, sir. 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF PAUL CROUCH 


Senator Eastnanp. When did you break with the Party ? 

Mr. Crovcu. I broke with the Communist Party in 1942 after in- 
creasing disillusionment over the years. 

Senator Easttanp. You are now employed by the Immigration 
Service of the United States? 

Mr. Croucn. Yes, sir, and have been for the past 21% years. 

Senator EasttanpD. Where do you live now? 

Mr. Crovucn. 1565 St. Louis Drive, Honolulu, Hawaii. 

Senator Eastianp. Mr. Crouch, do you know this man? 

Mr. Crovcn. Yes, sir: I knew Mr. Sheiner in 1947 and 1948, 

Senator Eastianp. In what capacity did you know him? 

Mr. Crovcn. I knew Mr. Sheiner as the head of the Southern Con- 
ference for Human Welfare for the Fourth Congressional District 
located at Miami, first, in my capacity as a member of that organiza- 
tion assigned to it by Communist leaders of the CIO, who were later 
expelled by Philip Murray, and the following year in 1948 I knew 
him in that organization as a member of it due to my membership in 
working with the Federal Bureau of Investigation, reported to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation on the subversive activities being 
carried on by Leo Sheiner and other Communist leaders in that 
organization. 

Senator Eastianp. Is he a Communist ? 

Mr. Croucn. He told me personally in his office in the Pacific Build- 
ing that he was an important undercover member in the Communist 
Party. He told me that he was the reserve head of the Communist 
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Party for the State of Florida, if the Communist Party was to go 
underground that he was to head the organization. 

He stated further that he had been directed by Fred Brown, the 
national head of the organization department of the party, an Italian 
also known as Alpi—he is now back in Italy, one of the chiefs in the 
Italian Communist Party—had been directed by this Fred Brown 
when he came to Florida that only a few leading people were to know 
his membership, and he stated in his office to me in the Pacific Build- 
ing, in his offices that faces the west side, Pacific Building in Miami, 
Fla., that while he was in the Government in Washington, D. C., he 
was a member of a secret cell in the Federal Government. 

Mr. Arens. Did he tell you what his duty would be if the Commu- 
nist Party went underground ? 

Mr. Crovucn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. What was that duty to be, and by he I mean Mr. 
Sheiner ? 

Mr. Croucn. Mr. Sheiner told me that if the party went under- 
ground he was to be the Florida State secret organizer of the Commu- 
nist Party, the head of the party in the State. 

Senator Eastnanp. Mr. Crouch, what was your connection with the 
Southern Conference of Human Welfare ? 

Mr. Croucn. My connection with the Southern Conference goes back 
before it was even formed. I was one of the three people who planned 
it in the first place, Robert F. Hall, Joseph S. Gelders and myself. 

Senator Easttanp. Who is Robert Hall? 

Mr. Croucn. He was then the district organizer of the Commu- 
nist Party for Florida. He is now an editor of the Daily Worker in 
New York City. 

Senator Easrianp. Hall and who else? 

Mr. Crovcu. Joseph 8. Gelders. 

Senator Easrtanp. Who is Gelders? 

Mr. Croucu. Mr. Gelders died in May of 1950 in California. He 
was the head of the Communist Party work among intellectuals and 
professionals in the South and he was also one of the leading Com- 
munists working with J. Peters in directing the infiltration of the 
Federal Government in Washington, D. C., and for a time he was on 
the payroll himself of Representative Lee Geyer in Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Arens. Who was J. Peters? 

Mr. Crovcu. He was special representative of the Communist In- 
ternational in the United States who directed all its underground 
espionage activities. 

Mr. Arens. Who was Charles N. Smolikoff? 

Mr. Croucn. Charles N. Smolikoff was a Communist leader who was 
also known as Charles Dorraine, D-o-r-r-a-i-n-e, and under the name 
of Charles Dorraine he covered the Southern Conference for Human 
Welfare original founding meeting at Birmingham, Ala., around the 
20th or 23d of November, as I recall, in 1938, for the Daily Worker, 
and in 1947 he was the real boss of the Communist Party for Florida 
while also acting as organizational director for the State CIO in 
Florida, and the Miami international representative of the Transport 
Workers Union. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever meet with Mr. Sheiner in the home of 
Smolikoff in Miami? 
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Mr. Croucu. I did on Easter Sunday of 1947. 

Mr. Arens. And what transpired there and who were present ? 

Mr. Croucn. Present there included Leo Sheiner, Charles N. 
Smolikoff—— 

Senator Eastianp. Who is Leo Sheiner ? 

Mr. Croucn. The gentleman sitting to my right in the gray suit. 

Senator EasrLanp. That was a Communist meeting ? 

Mr. Crovcn. This was not a formal meeting, but it was a Com- 
munist discussion meeting called by Smolikoff to discuss carrying 
out Communist activities. 

Mr. Arens. Was it open only to known Communist agents, identi- 
fiable Communist agents ? 

Mr. Croucn. I would say it was open to those that Smolikoff be- 
lieved could be relied upon to carry out Communist directives, and 
that included me at that time in Smolikoff’s opinion. 

Mr. Arens. Who else was present at the meeting? 

Mr. Croucu. M. L. Edwards, Phil Sheffsky, S-h-e-f-f-s-k-y, Isa- 
dore Sapphire, S-a-p-p-h-i-r-e, who had previously, under the name 
of Jack Strong, been Florida director of the Communist Party, H 
David Prensky, a dentist in Miami Beach, who also identified him- 
self to me as a leading member of the Communist Party, and Theresa 
Cantor, a Communist leader from Miami Beach, and several others 
whose names I don’t recall. 

Mr. Arens. During this period of time in 1947 and 1948, what 
was Mr. Sheiner’s identification, if any, with the Southern Con- 
ference for Human Welfare? 

Mr. Croucn. He was the head of it. He was the head of what 
was called Fourth Congressional District Committee of the Southern 
Conference for Human Welfare at Miami. 

Senator Easrianp. Before we go into that phase of it I wanted to 
ask you these questions: Who ‘conceived the organization of the 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare? 

Mr. Crovucn. It was conceived out of a discussion between Robert 
F. Hall and Joseph S. Gelders, and myself, at Birmingham, Ala., 
in the spring or early summer of 1938. 

Senator Eastrianp. It was conceived by the Communist Party; is 
that right? 

Mr. Croucn. That is correct, sir. 

Senator Easttanp. Who set up the Southern Conference for Hu- 
man Welfare? 

Mr. Croucu. The initial steps were done under the direction and 
with the finances of the Communist Party which furnished several 
thousand dollars of cash to Joseph S. Gelders for his preliminary 
expenses until he was able to raise sufficient funds from people, from 
intellectuals, and people who did not know the nature and purposes of 
the organization. 

Senator EastLanp. Where did that several thousand dollars come 
from ¢ 

Mr. Crovucu. It came from the national headquarters of the Com- 
munist Party in New York City. 

Senator Easrtanp. Who got the money in New York City ? 

Mr. Croucn. The money was transmitted in money orders, some 
of which I saw, by A. Benson to Joseph S. Gelders. Some came in 
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money orders, some in registered cash, and some of it was, according 
to Gelders, personally given to him when he made trips to New York 
to report to Earl Browder and J. Peters on his progress in organizing 
this organization. 

Senator Eastitanp. What was the Communist Party’s purpose in 
setting up the Southern Conference for Human Welfare ? 

Mr. Croucn. The purpose of the Communist Party in setting up 
the Southern Conference for Human Welfare was to have a mass 
organization through which the Communist line could extend all over 
the South, through which intellectuals, professionals, even ministers, 
could be brought within the scope of the Communist Party influence 
to enable the Communists to gain entry into the Government. 

Senator Eastr.anp. It was a vehicle to promote communism in the 
South, was it not ? 

Mr. Croucn. Yes, sir; it was a vehicle to promote communism. It 
was intended to lead to class hatred, to race hatred, dividing class 
against class and race against race as its real objectives in spite of the 
words that were put on paper, some of them by myself. 

Senator Eastitanp. Do you know anything about the Southern Con- 
ference Educational Fund, Mr. Crouch 

Mr. Croucu. I know some, yes, sir. 

Senator EastLtanp. Do you know whether or not it has succeeded 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare ? 

Mr. Croucn. Yes, sir, it has, and it took over the official paper, the 
Southern Patriot, that was published by the Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare. It was for all purposes a continuation of the same 
organization under a new name. 

Senator Eastianp. State whether or not it is a fact that you as 
southern director of the Communist Party set up the Southern Con- 
ference for Human Welfare. 

Mr. Croucu. Robert F. Hall, Joseph S. Gelders, and I who were 
the three leading Communists in the South at that time with the 
approval of Earl Browder and J. Peters set it up. 

enator EastLanpD. What were your duties at that time? 

Mr. Croucn. My duties were at that time to edit the Communist 
publication, The New South, that set the line for the party and also 
influenced its subscribers to follow the party line. As head of the 
control commission, I was responsible for discipline and the internal 
organizational discipline of the Communist Party. 

As a member of the district bureau I was responsible, together with 
the other members, in supervising the party activities. 

Senator Easttanp. What were Hall’s duties? 

Mr. Crovucu. Hall’s duties were as district organizer to preside over 
the district committee meetings to see that decisions were carried out, 
to report to Earl Browder and the national officials of the Communist 
Party and in general to exercise the functions that district organizer 
has. 

Senator Easttanp. What was Gelder’s duty ? 

Mr. Croucu. Gelder’s duties were to visit the White House and 
Hyde Park to which he had access because of the fact that the Presi- 
dent and Mrs. Roosevelt did not suspect him of being a Communist, 
to gain their friendship, and one of his major jobs was to report secret 
information obtained from Hyde Park and the White House to J. 
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Peters for transmission to the Soviet Union to work for infiltration 
of the Federal Government, holding meetings at a house in Alexan- 
dria, Va., with others who were infiltr: ating the Government, to super- 
vise Communist work among intellectuals ‘and profession: als and draw 
them within the tentacles of the Communist apparatus in the South. 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF LEO SHEINER 


Senator Easrtanp. Mr. Sheiner, you have heard an accusation. 
You have been accused of telling Mr. Crouch that you were a member 
of the Communist Party. I ask you, sir, are those statements of 
Mr. Crouch relative to you true or false? 

Mr. Suermner. Senator Eastland, Mr. Arens, I have made my posi- 
tion for this committee clear. I made it clear when the first question 
was asked me. 

Senator Easrtanp. You can answer my question “yes” or “no”, or 
you can decline to answer and state your reasons. 

Mr. Suerner. I am going to decline to answer your question, as 
I have indicated to you earlier. 

Senator Easrianp. It is on the same ground? 

Mr. Suerner. I would decline upon “the following grounds—do I 
have to restate the grounds? 

Senator Eastianp. No. 

Mr. Suerner. You understand the grounds. 

Senator Easttanp. The same grounds; is that right ? 

Mr. Sremner. Then I refuse to answer upon all of the grounds 
that I have previously stated. 

Senator Eastianp. Mr. Scheiner, I think that if a man accused me 
2 an open hearing of being a Communist, unless I were guilty I would 
be glad to answer it. I think any patriotic American, any loyal 
American, any man who loved his country, if accused of belonging 
to an organization that is traitorous to his country, an organization 
that affiliated with a power abroad has killed and maimed thousands 
and thousands of American boys,.if I were accused of belonging to 
that organization, and J were not guilty I certainly would not slink 
behind the fifth amendment. 

I would be glad toanswer. And Task you again, sir, did Mr. Crouch 
tell the truth ? 

Mr. Suerver. May I answer your question ? 

Senator Eastitanp. Of course you may answer my question. 

Mr. Suerver. And the comments you have made, and the reasons 
why I have declined to answer? 

Senator Easttanp. You decline to answer; is that right ? 

Mr. Suetner. Yes. I don’t know whether you are a lawyer, Sena- 
tor Eastland, or not. I have made no investigation of your back- 
ground. 

Senator Easttanp. That is beside the point. 

Mr. Suerner. Or anything of that sort, but the privilege that is 
afforded people by the constitutional amendments, as well as the 
fifth—— 

Senator Fasrianp. I understand 

Mr. Sretver. And we know a witness who uses the fifth amend- 
ment is clothed just as much with innocence as he is with guilt, and I 
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resent the interpretation you place upon those patriotic Americans 
who have used the fifth amendment. 

Senator Eastianp. I understand all that 

Mr. Suetner. It is an unwarranted position. 

Senator EastLanp. Wait a minute. 

Mr. Suerner. It is one that the courts have consistently 

Senator Easrianp. Wait a minute. The fact remains that any 
red-blooded American, any patriotic American, would be glad to 
state whether or not he was a Communist. You complained that you 
wanted to be faced with your accuser. You gave that as a reason for 
declining 

Mr. Suerner. One of my reasons—— 

Senator Easrianp. To answer the question. Ihave faced you with 

your aceuser and all I asked you was: Did he tell the truth? 
’ Mr. Suerner. I have answered your question, Senator, that you 
have misstated what the courts of this country, including the highest 
Court of this land, the Supreme Court of the United States, has stated 
these privileges are for. 

Senator Easttanp. Any red-blooded man would be glad to state 
whether he was a Communist when faced with his accuser. 

Mr. Suerner. I don’t want to enter into any controversy about 
whether my blood is red or not or whether yours is. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Sheiner, you realize you are under oath at this 
time ? 

Mr. Suerner. I have been an attorney for 20 years and I stood up 
here and took an oath and I expected to tell the truth. That’s what 
I did to those questions that you asked me that I thought this com- 
mittee entitled to an answer. 

Mr. Arens. On the basis of your background and experience do you 
know whether or not Communists are dedicated to the truth? 

Mr. Suetner. I refuse to answer that question, Mr. Arens, upon 
the grounds that I have previously stated, and might I add that you 
know that I am not going to answer questions along those lines be- 
cause of the privileges that I have afforded myself, but let me make 
it clear-I want you to continue to ask them because I don’t want to 
be put in the position of saying that I won’t answer a question before 
you asked it. 

Senator Eastianp. Are you a member of the board of directors of 
the Southern Conference Educational Fund? 

Mr. Suerner. I refuse to answer that question, Mr. Eastland. 
That fund has been characterized here today as subversive, Com- 
munist, Communist agency, Communist controlled, and if the question 
you asked me is pertinent to the inquiry, to the scope and powers of 
this committee, then I refuse to answer the question upon all of the 
grounds stated and upon the further ground that you have all the 
information you need. 

Mr. Arens. Are there any organizations of which you are a mem- 
ber which you could tell us about without incriminating yourself? 

Mr. Suerner. Sure there are. 

Mr. Arens. What are some of the organizations which you are a 
member of which you could tell us about without incriminating your- 
self? : 

Mr. Suetner. You have indicated—I mean that’s a question that 
I think, Mr. Arens, that you gave considerable thought to. That: is 
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one of those tricky questions and you have probably had considerable 
opportunity to formulate it. : 

Remember, I have exercised the privileges under the United States 
Constitution and refused to answer upon a number of grounds and I 
consider any one of those grounds valid, including the ground of the 
ist amendment, but I rely on all of them, not just on one—the Ist 
amendment, the 4th, the 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, and 10th—because the 
Supreme Court has not reviewed our rights under the 1st amendment 
or anybody’s right. 

Mr. AreNns. Were you a member of the Communist Party 1 month 
ago ¢ 

Mr. Sueiner. I have answered your question before by saying I 
must decline to answer upon all the grounds that I have previously 
stated. 

Senator Easttanp. Were you a member a week ago? 

Mr. Sueiner. I refuse to answer upon the grounds that I have 
previously stated. 

Mr. AreNns. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Suemner. I have answered that question before. 

Senator Easrianp. He answered it “no.” Were you a member of 
the Communist Party yesterday ? 

Mr. Suerner. I refuse to answer upon the grounds that I have 
previously stated. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been a member of the Communist Party since 
you were served with a subpena to appear before this committee? 

Mr. Suerner. Upon the grounds previously stated, I refuse to 
answer. 

Mr. Arens. Were you employed by the Government of the United 
States ¢ 

Mr. Suerner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Tell us the jobs, offices, or posts which you have held 
in the Government of the United States. 

Mr. Suetner. I was employed by the Office of Price Administra- 
tion and by the Department of Agriculture. 

Mr. Arens. During what period of time were you employed by the 
Office of Price Administration and in what capacity ? 

Mr. Suerner. Well, now, don’t hold me to the exact times because 
I made no effort to bring any records here. 

Mr. Arens. First of all, the job you held in OPA. 

Mr. Suerner. I was on the legal staff. 

Mr. Arens. You were chief counsel of the Milk, Cream, and Ice 
Cream Section ? 

Mr. Suerner. Yes, sir, that is right. 

Mr. AreNns. Over what period of time were you chief counsel for 
the OPA Milk, Cream, and Ice Cream Section ? 

Mr. Sueryer. As I say, I am trying to recall and if I answer you 
and I am incorrect as to the dates. 

Mr. Arens. Approximately. 

Mr. Suerner. I will try to give you the approximate times. 

Mr. Arens. About a year, was it not? 

Mr. Suerner. I think it was longer than that. I am just trying 
to refresh my recollection as to the exact dates. 

Mr. Arens. May I suggest the possibility it may have been the 
beginning of December 1945? Is that correct? 
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Mr. Suerner. It may have been sooner than that. It may have 
been and I am not going to affirm yes or no because I just didn’t bring 
any records. I think that I ins the OPA originally about 1943 or 
1944. 

Mr. Arens. And how long were you with OPA ? 

Mr. Suerner. I was with them until I joined the Department of 
Agriculture and again I think it was about 1945, and I wouldn’t 
want you to hold me to that either. 

Mr. Arens. And what was your job or office in the Department of 
Agriculture ? 

Mr. Suetner. I think I was attorney on the staff of Production 
and Marketing Administration in the Department of Agriculture. 

Mr. Arens. Were you not also an attorney at one time in the Office 
of the Solicitor of the United States Department of Agriculture 

Mr. Suerner. That may have been the title, Mr. Arens, that they 
gave me, but you are asking me for my best recollection. I am giving 
It to you. 

Mn AreEns. Did you also serve as the Chief of the Regional Lumber 
Enforcement Unit of the OPA? 

Mr. Suerner. I sure did. 

Mr. Arens. In the Miami area? 

Mr. Suerner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact that in April of 1947 you were a member of the Communist 
Party in Miami, Fla., and that in August of 1947 you were a member 
at large of the Communist Party, Dade County, Fla.? 

Mr. Suetner. Mr. Arens, the question has been asked in a number 
of ways. I guess there are a lot of ways that you can kill a cat or 
try to killa cat. 

Senator Eastitanp. Answer the question. 

Mr. Suetner. I refuse to answer those questions or that question 
upon the grounds that I have previously stated that I assume it is 
clear to both Senator Eastland and to counsel what those grounds 
are, and if they will permit me I will restate them. 

Senator Eastianp. There is no point in restating them. 

Mr. Suetner. Does the committee understand my objection ? 

Senator EastLanp. It isthe same objection ? 

Mr. Suerner. It isthe same as all of those. 

Senator Eastianp. The only one I recognize is the fifth amendment 
and if you have not placed it on the fifth amendment I would have 
ordered you to answer it and cited you for contempt. Do you know 
Mike Shancek ? 

Mr. Suerrner. I refuse to answer any questions concerning my 
friends or associates upon the grounds that you are trying to control 
whom I should talk to, whom I should know, whom I should see, 
whom I should associate with because of the privileges afforded to 
me by the 1st amendment, 4th, 5th, 6th, 8th, 9th, and 10th amendments. 

Senator Eastianp. Do you know Alexander Bittelman ? 

Mr. Suerner. I refuse to answer any questions concerning my 
associates. I also refuse to answer you—I have given further 
grounds—and that is in connection with my capacity as an attorney 
I am not going to be put in the position of disclosing facts, but let 
me make it clear in answer to your question, I refuse to answer that 
question upon all of the grounds that I have previously stated up 
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till now, every single one of them, that this Constitution fortunately, 
which I have a copy of here, protects me. 

Senator Easrtanp. Have you been a member of the National Law- 
yers’ Guild ? 
~ Mr. Suerver. I am a member of the National Lawyers’ Guild 
right now. 

Senator Easrianp. Yes, sir; of course you know it has been cited 
as a Communist-front organization ¢ 

Mr. Suviner. I have read it in the newspapers. I disagree with 
that. There has been no hearing held. There has been no oppor- 
tunity yet afforded, as far as I know. I am not active in that. I 
know nothing about it, except that I am a member. 

Mr. Arens. You said you are not going to answer any questions 
about your friends. Does that include all of your friends, or only 
some of your friends ? 

Mr. Suerner. It will include all of my friends. I know of no 
question being put to me. The question is: Will I say something 
when I am asked? I still say that if the committee wants to ask a 
question, they should put <3 question. Then I will say to you, yes, 
I will or will not answer. I don’t want to be put in the position of 
having told this committee that I will not answer questions until I 
hear the question. 

Senator Easrnanp. Are there any further questions? 

Mr. Surimner. I wonder when you conclude with me whether I 
will have an opportunity to see the sights of New Orleans. 

Mr. Arens. Were you ever chairman of a committee in Miami, Fla., 
the Blackbook Committee, or have you been identified with the Black- 
book Committee ? 

Mr. Sueimner. I refuse to answer any questions and I am going to 
say to you that by refusing I am neither denying nor affirming any- 
thing, because I am taking the position that you are invading my 
rights by asking me those questions, and I refuse to answer those 
questions; and I say to you you can neither assume anything from 
my refusal to answer except that I am raising my constitutional 
rights under the Ist, 4th, 5th, 6th, 8th, 9th, and 10th amendments, and 
let me say I am not just raising them for myself. 

Everybody wants in this committee room, wants and should have 
those rights. 

Senator Eastitanp. The assumption is that any man would be 
branded a traitor to his country. 

Mr. Sueiner. I will deny that I am a traitor to this country. 

Mr. Arens. Has the Communist Party to your personal knowledge 
been dedicated to the forcible overthrow of the United States 
Government ? 

Mr. Srerer. I refuse to answer your question and I will sit here 
all day; I will be as patient as you want me to. I will adjourn for 
lunch. I willcome back. I will come back here tomorrow and Satur- 
day to answer any pertinent questions. I refuse to answer the ques- 
tion, sir, upon the following grounds: that is, all the grounds that I 
have stated, that you are trying to invade mine and “other citizens’ 
rights. 

Senator Easttanp. These are typical Communist tactics 

Mr. Sueiner. Is that a question ? 
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Senator EAst.tanp. Just a minute—to take over hearings like that. 
No; it is a statement I made. I know you do not like it. When a 
question is asked you will either answer it or decline to answer and 
state your grounds. That is as far as we are going. You are a big- 
time Communist. You know I knowthat. You know I am not going 
to let you take this committee hearing over, even though you are 
attempting to do that now. 

Mr. Arens. Are you under Communist discipline at the present 
time ? 

Mr. Surrer. Mr. Arens, I must refuse to answer the question 
that you have put to me just now upon the following grounds, and 
in light of the fact you asked the same question again and again I 
must now be compelled with your permission to restate in full 

Senator Eastianp. No, sir. 

Mr. Suerner. Are of the legal grounds that I have previously 
stated 

Senator Easrianp. Wait just a minute. 

Mr. Sueiner. For refusing to answer your questions. 

Senator Eastianp. Do you hear me? If you have already stated 
the grounds, you can place your refusal upon them. There is no 
point in restating the grounds that you have stated several times. If 
you have additional ground you can state that. 

Mr. Suetner. Upon the additional ground—I assume that it is not 
a proper ground—that the question has been asked and answered. 

Senator Eastianp. You assume it is not a proper ground? 

Mr. Suerner. I wanted to ask a question. Can I refuse to answer 
upon the grounds that it has been asked and answered before? 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully submit, Mr. Chairman, that the preced- 
ing question is whether or not this man is currently a member of the 
party. He has said he is not a member of the party at the present time, 
but he will not go back as far as a week as to his membership. He is 
under Communist Party discipline and he has declined to answer that 
question ; is that correct ? 

Mr. SHerner. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. What did you mean when you said that you are not 
now a member of the party? How do you distinguish between mem- 
bership and discipline? 

Mr. Suerner. I refuse, first, on the ground that you and I would 
be getting into areas in which I say you have no right to inquire, sir. 
You have no right to inquire of me as to my political views, as to my 
religious views, as to my right to assemble. You have no right to 
search my mind and my heart because you are violating my rights and 
those of other people—— 

Mr. Arens. Do you think this committee has a right to inquire 
respecting treason ? 

Mr. Suerner. And I invoke all the rights and privileges for refusing 
to answer the previous question and I invoke them again. 

Mr. Arens. Does this committee have the right to inquire respect- 
ing treason ? 

Mr. Suerner. I don’t know, I haven’t completely read the au- 
thority of this committee. That would be something that you, Mr. 
Arens, would better determine than I. You are counsel for this com- 
mittee. If you want I will be glad to study that question and send 
you my opinion at some later date. 
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Mr. Arens. Have you ever resigned from the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Suetner. I refuse to answer that question, Mr. Arens, upon 
the grounds previously stated and I assume that you don’t want me 
to repeat them. 

Senator Eastianp. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. When you made application for admission to the bar 
of the State of Florida, did you on your application form have to give 
any indication as to whether or not you were a member of a Commu- 
nist organization ¢ 

Mr. Sueiner. Mr. Arens, I don’t really recall. The record there 
would have to speak for itself. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest these are all the 
questions we have of this witness. 

Senator Eastnanp. The witness may stand aside, but you are not 
released from the subpena and you will hold yourself available in case 
we need you further. 

Mr. Arens, what is the proof that this man is connected with the 
Southern Conference Educational Fund ? 

Mr. Suerner. Did you say that I may stand aside now ? 

Senator EastLanp. You may stand aside, now, yes, sir. 

Mr. SHeINER. You want me to remain in the committee room? 

Senator EastLanp. That is immaterial. 

Mr. Suetner. As long as I remain here in New Orleans? 

Senator EastLanp. Stay in touch with the committee staff where 
we can get in touch with you. 

Mr. Suetner. I happen to be staying at tahe Hotel Senator. 

Senator Easttanp. Stay in touch with the staff. 

Mr. SHEINER. I may do a little sightseeing. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Sheiner, I put it to you as a fact and ask you to 
affirm or deny the fact that you either now are or in the recent past 
have been a member of the board of directors of the Southern Con- 
ference Educational Fund, Inc. ? 

Mr. SHEINER. Now, I must refuse to answer the question and I 
neither affirm nor deny it upon the ground that there have been wit- 
nesses before the committee here this morning that have made some 
characterizations of that organization, and I must refuse to answer 
the question upon all the grounds that I have previously stated. 

Senator Eastianp. Is the Southern Conference Educational Fund 
a Communist organization and as such that gives you the right to re- 
fuse to answer? You level a very serious charge against it when you 
refuse to answer. 

Mr. Suerner. I didn’t level the charge. You see, you are the one 
that makes the tests here this morning. You said right from the 
rostrum there that it was a Communist organization. I sat back 
there and I heard you say it and I made notes that you said it. 

Senator Eastuanp. You heard me ask a question. 

Mr. SHeiner. If you will have the record read, and I ask every- 
body in this room to hear the record that this accusation was made 
here this morning and the newspapermen have that, too, and the rec- 
ord of this reporter has it. 

Senator Easttanp. I am talking about the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund. 

Mr. SHetner. They were talking about the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund also. 
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Senator Easrianp. The record will speak for itself. 

Mr. Suerner. I will stand on the record as to what you said. 

Senator Easttanp. Now just answer my question. Is it a Com- 
munist organization and therefore you decline to answer my question 
as to whether you are a member of its board of directors? 

Mr. Suetner. I refuse to answer that question, Senator Eastland, 
upon the ground that you have no right,-that this committee has no 
right to subject me to these questions and to these indignities, that you 
have no right to inquire into my political thoughts and beliefs, and if 
I must say just one word to the people in this courtroom, they ought to 
see that these rights are preserved, and I haven’t said that up to now. 
I am just taking care of myself. 

Senator EastLanp. Yes, and you are a disgrace to the United States. 
Take him out, marshal. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, the next witness we suggest come for- 
ward is Mr. Max Shlafrock. 

Senator EastLtanp. Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are 
about to give to the Internal Security Subcommittee of the Committee 
of the Judiciary of the Senate of the United States will be the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Suxarrocg. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF MAX SHLAFROCK, MIAMI, FLA., ACCOMPANIED BY 
JOHN M. COE, ATTORNEY AT LAW, PENSACOLA, FLA. 


Senator Eastianp. Sit down, Mr. Shlafrock. 

Mr. Suuiarrock. I would like to introduce my counsel. 

Senator Eastuanp. Yes, sir, certainly. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and oc- 
cupation. 

Mr. Suuarrock. My name is Max Shlafrock. I live at 1857 North- 
west 38th Street, Miami, Fla. My occupation is general contractor. 

Mr. Arens. You are represented by counsel today ? 

Mr. Suuarrock. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Will you kindly identify yourself? 

Mr. Coz. John M. Coe, tn of the Florida bar, carrying Florida 
bar card No. 308, resident of Pensacola, Escambia County, Fla., mem- 
ber of the bar of Supreme Court of the United States. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing in response to a subpena which was 
served upon you? 

Mr. Suuarrock. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And what is your business or occupation? I do not 
believe we have that clear on the record. 

_ Mr. Suarrock. My business is general contractor. My occupa- 
tion 1s carpenter. 

Mr. Arens. And what is the nature of the contracting work in 
which you are engaged ? 

Mr. Suuarrock. General contractor. 

Mr. Arens. What do you build? 

Mr. Suxarrock. Almost anything—a home, apartments, public 
buildings. 

Mr. Arens. Can you tell us a little bit about the business enterprise 
that you have, the extent and scope of it, and the agencies which you 
contract. ; 
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Mr. Sutarrock. I don’t quite know what you mean the scope of 
these things. an 

Mr. ArENs. Do you have contracts with the city of Miami? 

Mr. Suuarrock. The contracts that I have had with the city of 
Miami are about complete; yes, sir. hg 

Mr. Arens. And what is it you are building for the city of Miami! 

Mr. Sutarrock. I altered the city hall and put an addition on to 
the exposition hall of a restaurant and a dining room. 

Mr. AreNs. What would you estimate it to be the aggregate value 
of the contracts that you have with the city of Miami or have had, 
say, in the course of the last few years? 

Mr. Suiarrock. I couldn’t—— 

Mr. Arens. Does it exceed a half million dollars? 

Mr. Sutarrock. It possibly could; yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And could you tell us a little bit more explicitly what 
those contracts for the city of Miami have been for? What did you 
do for the city of Miami? 

Mr. Suiarrock. Various types of buildings required by municipali- 
ties such as Miami. 

Senator Eastrianp. In fact, you are one of the largest and most 
successful contractors in the city of Miami, are you not? 

Mr. Suiarrock. Well, I don’t know what you mean by successful 
If you mean that I have done good work that is successful. If you 
mean that I have been a financial success, then I have been very unsuc- 
cessful. 

Senator Eastianp. You are one of the largest contractors in Miami? 

Mr. Sutarrock. I wouldn’t say that. 

Senator EasrLanp. You would not say you are not? 

Mr. Suiarrock. No; I wouldn't. 

Senator Easttanp. That is a fact, is it not? You are one of the 
largest contractors in Dade County, Fla. ? 

Mr. Suuarrock. No. 

Mr. Arens. I am not certain just how to pronounce your name and 
what is that again? 

Mr. Sutarrock. The name is pronounced Shlafrock, not Shafrock, 
as you have pronounced it, S-h-]-a-f-r-o-c-k. 

Mr. Arens. Have you always been known by that name? 

Mr. Suuarrock. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been known by any other name? 

Mr. SHiarrock. According to my subpena, I see a number of aliases 
that I am not familiar with at all, except one, which is my Yiddish 
name, the name that I was given at birth, my Jewish name. 

Mr. Arens. I will try to call you by your correct name, but if I 
don’t I apologize. Where and when were you born? 

Mr. Suiarrock. Not having a birth certificate, I don’t know when, 
but the nearest date that I could establish from going back in the 
calendars is somewhere in the neighborhood March 26 of 1909. How 
accurate that is I don’t know. I was born in Poland. There were no 
certificates issued and I have no record and I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. When did you enter the United States and where? 

Mr. Suuarrock. To the best of my recollection in the year 1921, 
in the city of New York, in the month of August. 

Mr. Arens. Are you a naturalized citizen of the United States? 
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Mr. Suiarrock. I was a citizen under my father as a minor. 

Mr. Arens. A derivative citizen ? 

Mr. SHLAFROcK. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. When was your father naturalized ? 

Mr. Suvtarrock. He was naturalized as a veteran of the First World 
War. The exact date I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. When did you move to Miami, Fla.? I understood you 
to enter the United States at New York. When did vou move to 
Miami ¢ 

Mr. Sutarrock. In 1933, to the best of my recollection. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know a man or did you know a man by the 
name of Charles Smolikoff, S-m-o-1-i-k-o-f-f ? 

Mr. Suiarrock (after conferring with counsel). Mr. Chairman, I 
have to decline to answer that question on the ground of the fifth 
amendment that it may tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Easrnanp. Yes, sir. Were you ever affiliated with the 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare? 

Mr. Suiarrock. I would have to decline that answer on the same 
grounds. 

Senator Easttanp. Are you now or have you ever been a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Suiarrock. I would have to decline on the same grounds. 

Senator Eastutanp. Have you ever been guilty of espionage against 
the United States? 

Mr. Suiarrock (after conferring with counsel). I would decline 
to answer, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Fastnanp. You decline whether or not you have ever been 
guilty of espionage against your country ? 

Mr. Sutarrock. (Nods affirmatively.) 

Senator Easttanp. Why? 

Mr. Suuarrock. On the same grounds. 

Senator Easttanp. The country that sheltered you, took you in 
from abroad. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever recruit members into any organization ? 

Mr. Suiarrock. I would have to decline to answer that, too, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact that from 1940 to 1950 you recruited members into the Com 
munist Party in the Miami area ? 

Mr. Suuarrock. I decline to answer, Mr. Chairman, on the grounds 
previo isly mentioned. 

Mr. ArENSs. Do you know a person by the name of Elizabeth Gurley 
Flynn? 

Mr. Sunarrock (after conferring with counsel). I decline to answer. 

Mr. Arens. The same grounds? 

Mr. Sutarrock. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Alexander Trainor? 

Mr. Sutarrock. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Arens. What trips have you made to Tampa, Fla.? You live 
in Miami, we understand. 

Mr. Suuarrock. Yes, sir. I decline to answer that, Mr. Chairman. 
(After conferring with counsel.) I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever make any trips to Tampa, Fla., which 
involved issues concerning which you could tell us ? 
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Mr. SHvLarrock. I decline to answer that, too, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact that you attended a State convention of the Communist 
Party at Tampa, Fla., during 1944 

Mr. SHLAFROCK. I decline to answer that, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. ArENs. Do you know whether or not the Communist Party was 
ostensibly dissolved in 1944 in the State of Florida ? 

Mr. Suuarrock. I decline to answer, sir. 

Mr. Arens. I put on ee you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact that on July 30, 1944, you seconded the motion to dissolve the 
Communist Party of ths State of Florida so that they could go under- 
ground ¢ 

Mr. Suuiarrock. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. What is the Florida Press and Educational League ¢ 
Could you help us out on that / 

Mr. Sutarrock. I decline to answer that, sir, on the grounds that 
I have previously stated. 

Mr. Arens. It is a fact, is it not, that the Florida Press and Educa- 
tional League is the facade behind which the Communist Party op- 
erates in the State of Florida at the present time? 

Mr. Suuarrock. I decline to answer that, Mr. Chairman, on the 
grounds I previously mentioned. 

Mr. Arens. Are you presently a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. SuiArrock. I decline to answer that. 

Senator EAstLanp. He has declined that. He has declined to an- 
swer that question. You live at 1857 Northwest 38th Street, Miami, 
Fla. ? 

Mr. Suuarrock. Yes, sir. 

Senator Eastianp. Is that not the meeting place for the Communist 
cell? 

Mr. Suuarrock. I decline to answer that, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Eastnuanp. Your residence. 

Mr. Arens. What is the International Workers’ Order? 

Mr. Suiarrock. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact that in 1949 you were president of the International Workers’ 
Order, Lodge No. 357. 

Mr. Suiarrock. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. What is the Civil Rights Congress? 

Mr. Sitarrock. I decline to answer that. 

Senator EastLanp. Is it a Communist organization ? 

Mr. Suvarrock. On the same grounds. I decline to answer that, 
Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Easrianp. Are you affiliated with the Civil Rights Con- 
gress ¢ , 

Mr. Sutarrock. I decline to answer that on the grounds previously 
stated. 

Senator Eastrianp. Yes. Is it not a fact that in case of war with 
Russia and the Communist Party becomes an underground organiza- 
tion, you are selected to become its leader in the Southern States? 
State whether that is true or false ? 

Mr. Suarrock. I decline to answer that, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Easrianp. Is it not a fact now that in case of war you have 
been designated to head up the Communist organization in the South 
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for the purpose of sabotage and it is your duty to direct? Is that 
correct or not ¢ 

Mr. Suiarrock. That is a question ¢ 

Senator Eastrianp. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Snvarrock. I decline to answer that, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Easritanp. You will not say whether you have been selected 
by an enemy of your country to head a sabotage apparatus im case 
we get into war? 

Mr. Suuarrock. | decline to answer that on the grounds I pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. Arens. In the event of war between the United States and 
Russia, would you accept orders from the Communist apparatus as 
to your operations ? 

Mr. Suuarrock. I decline—(after conferring with counsel )—no. 

Mr. Arens. What publications do you subscribe to? 

Mr. Suvarrock (after conferring with counsel). I get the Miami 
Herald. 

Senator Easrtanp. The Daily Worker ¢ 

Mr. Sutarrock. I decline to answer that, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Do you receive Soviet Russia Today. or were you a 
subseriber or a receiver of Soviet Russia Today ? 

Mr. Suxarrock. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. What is the Robert Marshall Foundation ? 

Mr. Sunarrock (after conferring with counsel). I am sorry, I 
don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Have you had any connection with the Robert Marshall 
Foundation or received any funds for your work from the Robert 
Marshall Foundation ¢ 

Mr. Suvarrock (after conferring with counsel). To the best of my 
recollection I have never heard of it. 

Mir. Arens. Do you know a man by the name of Leo Shemer / 

Mr. Suiarrock (after conferring with counsel). I decline to 
answer that. 

Mr. Arens. He is a man from Miami; is he not ¢ 

Mr. Suuarrock. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know the man who preceded you on the witness 
chair ¢ 

Mr. Suuarrock. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. Do you belong to any organizations of which Leo 
Sheiner is also a member / 

Mr. Suuarrock. I decline to answer that, sir. 

Mr. Arens. You know, of course, this committee is investigating 
inatters pertaining to the internal security of the United States. Can 
you tell us anything about espionage or sabotage that would be help- 
ful to the Government under whose flag you receive rights as a citizen ¢ 

Mr. ScuiaFrrock. I know absolutely nothing about it, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know whether or not the Communist Party 
is dedicated to espionage and sabotage / 

Mr. Suuarrock. I decline to answer that, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Will you tell us whether or not the Communist Party 
is dedicated to the forcible overthrow of the United States? 

Mr. Saiarrock. | decline to answer that on the grounds previously 


ctated. 
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Senator Easritanp. Have you contributed to the Southern Con- 
ference Educational Fund? 

Mr. Suuarrock. I decline to answer that, s 

Senator Easrianp. Are you affiliated with the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund ? 

Mr. SHLAFROCK. I decline to al swer that, sir. 

Senator Eastnanp. In fact, you are one of the largest backers of 
the Southern Conference Educational Fund, are you not? 

Mr. Suiarrock. I decline to answer that, si 

Senator Eastianpb. On what ground ? 

[r. Suiarrock (after conferring with counsel). On the grounds 
of the first and fifth amendments. 

Senator Easrnanp. On the ground that the testimony might tend to 
incriminate you; Is that righ C¢ 

Mr. Suuarrock. Yes, sir. 

Senator Easrianp. Is 1 he Southern Confe rence Educational Fund 
such an organization that it would tend to incriminate you if you said 
you were one of its largest backers ? 

Mr. Suiarrock. You gentlemen say it 

Senator Easrtanp, Answer my question. 

Mr. SHLAFROCK. | decline to answer. 

Senator Eastnanp. On what grounds? 

Mr. SuaFrrock. On the cround after conferr) ing with cow 
el |—on the grounds first and fifth amendments. 

Senator Rasr.aNn. That your testimony would tend to ineriminate 
you ¢ 

Mr. Suuarrock. Yes, sir. 

Senator Eastianp. That is it, is it not? 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Shlafrock, | lay before you now an article appear- 
ing mn the Miami Daily New wh -h has a quot: ition here from the 
Communist Daily Worker: 


Greetings to The Worker 01 ts 20th Anniversary. Max Shlafrock. M.S 
Construction Co., Miami. Building a Progressive Florida 
I ask you if you can identify this reproduction 


Mr. Sunarrock. Mr. Chairman, I have evidence here that this was 
an absolute fraud. I have a letter written in long hand that is not 
my handwriting, a photostatic copy of the letter. I have here a 
specimen of mine. 

Senator Eastianp. I think you should read it in the record. Then 
you give us the fraud. You certainly have that right. 

Mr. Arens. Could you identify that re production there ? 

Senator Eastnanp. You are charging him now. Read it to him. 

Mr. Sunarrock. It is true that my name is mentioned there and 
it is my address and it is the name of my company, but I say, gentle- 
men, for the record I have the evidence here that this is an absolute 
fraud. TI have a copy of a check that has been sent in in my name 
that is not mine, that is not in my bank, that is not my signature, 
that has bounced because they were unable to locate me, and. T bank 
at an entirely different bank altogether. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know who it was who sent in the check ? 

Mr. Sutarrock. I don’t know. I wishI did. 

Mr. Arens. Have you made any investigation to ascertain who it 
was sent in the check? 
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Mr. Suiarrock. I believe in the process of getting all this data 
together up to date we have not. I have the photostatic copies of 
these records. 

Senator EasrLanp. Would you like to place them in the record ¢ 

Mr. Sutarrock. I certainly would. 

Senator EAsrLanp. It will be done. 

(The documents referred to were marked and filed for the com- 
mittee’s record. ) 

Senator EasrTLanpb. Do you come to New Orleans frequently ? 

Mr. Suiarrock. No. 

Senator EasrLaAnp. Proceed, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. What has been your connection with the Daily Worker? 

Mr. Suiarrock. I decline to answer that, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did you authorize anyone to speak for you and your 
relationships with the Daily Worker? 

Mr. Suiarrock. No.sir, I did not. 

Senator Easrnianp. Is the objective of the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund the same as the objective of the Southern Con- 
ference for Human Welfare, to penetrate the South and promote 
communism in the South ? 

Mr. Sutarrock. I decline to answer that, Mr. Chairman, on the 
grounds that I have previously stated. 

Senator Easritanp. That is the fifth amendment? That it might 
tend to incriminate you ? 

Mr. SuLarrock. Yes, sir. 

Mr..Arens. Do you know James Dombrowski? 

Mr. Suxtarrock. I decline to answer that, sir. 

Senator Easttanp. Do you know Aubrey Williams? 

Mr. Sutarrock. I decline to answer that on the grounds previously 
stated. 

Mr. Arens. Do you feel that your answer to the question as to 
whether or not you know Aubrey Williams and James Dombrowski 
truthfully given might tend to incriminate you ? 

Mr. SHLAFROCK. I would like to discuss that with my counsel ? 

Senator Eastianp. Yes; that is all right. 

Mr. Sunarrock (after conferring with counsel). Mr. Chairman, I 
think that it may be used to incriminate me by this committee. There- 
fore I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Shlafrock, you realize, of course, that you are pres- 
ently under oath before this committee. You are, therefore obliged 
to tell the truth or to face the pains or penalties of perjury. You 
realize, of course, that that obligation will not attend you after you 
are released from attendance before this committee ? 

Mr. — Answer yes. 

Mr. SutaFrock. Yes. 

Senator EastTLanp (pointing to Mr. Crouch). Do you know that 
man ? 

Mr. Suvarrock. I decline to answer that, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Eastuanp. Have you associated with that man in the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. SutaFrock. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Scnroeper. Mr. Dombrowski. 
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STATEMENT OF BENJAMIN E. SMITH, ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Mr. Arens. Did you bring the material called for in this subpena 
duces tecum ¢ 

Mr. Smiru. We are prepared to produce it when the time comes 
and when Mr. Dombrowski is before the committee. 

Senator EastLanp. I wanted to produce it now. 

Mr. Smiru. Are you prepared to ask Mr. Dombrowski under oath 
if he has complied with the subpena ¢ 

Senator EastLanp. Yes. 

Mr. Smitu. Will you place him under oath / 

Senator EasrLanp. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony that 
you are about to give the Internal Security Subcommittee of the Ju- 
diciary Committee of the Senate of the United States will be the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JAMES A. DOMBROWSKI, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC., ACCOM- 
PANIED BY BENJAMIN E. SMITH, ATTORNEY AT LAW, NEW 
ORLEANS, LA. 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Domprowskt. My name is Dr. James A. Dombrowski. I reside 
at 721 Governor Nicholls Street. 

Mr. Arens. And your occupation ? 

Mr. DomprowskI. I am executive director of the Southern Confer- 
ence Educational Fund, Inc. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. DomsBrowskI. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Will you kindly identify yourself ? 

Mr. Smiru. My name is Benjamin E. Smith. I am a member of 
the Louisiana bar and I am here in the capacity of counsel to Dr. 
James A. Dombrowski, individually, and as counsel to the Southern 
Conference Educational Fund, Inc. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Dombrowski, you are here in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you? 

Mr. DomprowskI. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And that was a supena duces tecum to produce certain 
records ? 

Mr. DomBrowskI. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have those records in your custody ? 

Mr. Domsrowskl. I do. 

Mr. Arens. Will you kindly at this time produce those records for 
the examination of the committee ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. What records have you just turned over to the member 
of the staff ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. These are the records called by the subpena. 

Mr. Arens. For the purpose of the record, what are those? 

Mr. Domprowskr. The members of the Southern Conference Edu- 
cational Fund, Inc., and all financial reeords of the Southern Con- 
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ference Educational Fund, Inc., showing income received and expenses 
or contributions paid by the Southern Conference Educational Fund, 
Ine. 

Mr. Arens. I suggest we have a recess at this time. 

Senator EastLanp. Until 2 o’clock. Thank you, Doctor. 

(Whereupon, at 11:40 a. m., Thursday March 18, 1954, the hearing 
was recessed until 2 p. m. the same day.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


Senator EastLanp. The committee will come to order. 
Call your witness, Mr. Arens. 
Mr. Arens. Mr. Dombrowski, will you kindly resume the stand ? 


TESTIMONY OF JAMES A. DOMBROWSKI, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC., ACCOM- 
PANIED BY BENJAMIN E. SMITH, ATTORNEY AT LAW, NEW 
ORLEANS, LA.—Resumed 


Mr. Smiru. Mr. Eastland, prior to your resumption of interrogation 
of Dr. Dombrowski I would like to make a statement to the committee 
if | may. This statement is in the nature of a jurisdictional objection 
to the committee’s composition and I think it would be pertinent to 
put it into the record. 

Senator EastLanp. You can file it in the record. 

Mr. Smirn. File the entire text into the record ? 

Senator Easrtanp. If you want. 

Mr. Smiru. Would the committee be kind and rule upon it before 
we go further, Mr. Eastland ¢ 

Senator Easrianp. Go ahead. 

Mr. Smiru. Would you like to see a copy, sir? 1 would be glad to 
furnish you with one. 

Senator Eastianp. Yes, I would like to see it. 

Mr. Smiru. Let me furnish copies to the members. 

(The document referred to was received in evidence by reference 
and filed for the Committee’s record. ) 

Senator Easttanp. Your objection is to the jurisdiction of the com- 
mittee to do what? 

Mr. Smiru. I have seven enumerated objections to the jurisdiction 
of this committee to hold this hearing, Mr. Eastland, and I think it 
would be wise if the committee would pass upon these before we go 
into the interrogation. 

Senator Easrianp. It is overruled. : 

Mr. Soiru. It is overruled? I would like for the record to make a 
note that the committee has not investigated my objections prior to 
overruling. 

Senator Eastianp. All right. I know the jurisdiction of the 
committee. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, in order that the record may be clear 
may T suggest that we let Mr. Dombrowski identify his position again 
and then we will proceed from there. 

Senator Easrianp. Mr. Arens, did you subpena the names of the 
contributors to this organization ? 
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Mr. Arens. We did not subpena the contributors as such. We 
asked for the financial records and for the membership records show- 
Ing income received and expenses or contributions paid. 

If I may have your attention, please, Mr. Dombrowski, would you 
kindly identify the present position which you occupy ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I am executive director of the Southern Con- 
ference Educational Fund, Inc. 

Mr. Arens. And how long have you been so engaged ¢ 

Mr. Domprowsk1. From about the middle of 1947. 

Mr. Arens. And where is your office or headquarters ? 

Mr. Domprowski. 822 Perdido Street. 

Mr. Arens. New Orleans, La. ? 

Mr. DomprowskI. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And immediately prior to the assumption of this par- 
ticular office what office did you hold ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I was the administrator of the Southern Con- 
ference for Human Welfare. 

Mr. Arens. As Director of the Southern Conference Educational 
Fund, Ine., you have access to the membership records and to the 
financial records: is that correct ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And you have submitted to the subcommittee in response 
to the subpena duces tecum a list of the officers and board of directors 
of the Southern Conference Educational Fund, Ine.: is that correct ? 

Mr. Domrrowsk1. That’s correct. 

Mr. Arens. That is this document which I currently hold in my 
hand ? : 

Mr. Domprowskt. I presume that is so. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest that it be incorporated in the 
record at this time. 

Senator Easrtanp. Yes, I want the individual contributors. 

(The document referred to was marked as an exhibit and is as 


follows:) 
SouTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC. 
New Orleans, La 
OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


President : Aubrey Williams, Montgomery, Ala 
Vice President : Modjeska M. Simkins, Columbia, 8S. C 
Vice President : John Bolt Culbertson, Greenville, S. C 
Secretary: Dr. Alva W. Taylor, Nashville, Tenn. 
Treasurer: Rudolph Moses, New Orleans, La. 
Executive Director: Dr. James A. Dombrowski, New Orleans, La. 
Directors: 

Wilma M. Alexander, Richmond, Va 

Dr. Albert E. Barnett, Decatur, Ga. 

Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune, Daytona Beach, Fla 

Dr. James P. Brawley, Atlanta, Ga. 

Dr. Charlotte Hawkins Brown, Sedalia, N. C. 

A. J. Clements, Jr., Charleston, 8. C. 

John Wesley Dobbs, Atlanta, Ga 

Roscoe Dunjee, Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Dr. FE. Franklin Frazier, Washington, D. C. 

Charles G. Gomillion, Tuskegee, Ala. 

Myles Horton, Monteagle, Tenn 
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James L. Hupp, Buckhannon, W. Va. 
Dr. C. Herbert Marshall, II, Washington, D. C 
Dr. William Obrinsky, New Orleans, La. 
Dr. Howard L. Parsons, Knoxville, Tenn. 
Dr. Frederick Rhodes, New Orleans, La. 
Dr. Paul L. Schroeder, Atlanta, Ga. 
Dr. Chas. H. Thompson, Washington, D. C 
Lulu B. White, Houston, Tex. 
Dr. William J. L. Wallace, Institute, W. Va. 
Senator EasrLanp. Does your organization have members? 
Mr. Domprowskr. No, sir: we have no members other than the 
members of the corporation. 
Senator Easrtanp. How many contributors do you have / 
Mr. Domprowsk1. I might say, further, the list of members of the 
corporation, the list which I submitted. 
Senator Easttanp. How many contributors do you have ? 
Mr. Domprowskt. Do you mean in any one year, or in all ? 
Senator EastLanp. Altogether. 
Mr. Domprowsk1. You know I would say approximately 3,000. 
Senator Easrtanp. Do you have records of those 3,000 names ¢ 
Mr. Domrprowskr. Yes, sir. 
Senator Easttanp. Why did you not supply them to the committee ? 
Mr. Domerowskt (after conferring with counsel). In answer to 
that, Mr. Chairman, I complied with the subpena to the best of my 
understanding and the subpena did not mention 
Senator Eastuanp. That is a part of your financial records, is it 
not ¢ 
Mr. Domprowskt. That could be. 
Senator Easrnanp. Under any reasonable interpretation. 
Mr. DomBrowsk1. Except that they are not included—I submitted 
to you an auditor's report and they are not included in that. 
Senator Eastruanp. The subpe na said all financial reports of the 


Southern Conference Educational Fund. Inec.. showing income re- 
ceived and expenses and contributions paid by ‘the Southern Confer- 
ence Edueational Fund, Inc. The names of people who have con- 


tributed to your organization are certainly part of your financial 
records; are they not ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Yes, sir; they are a part of the total financial 
records. 

Senator Easttanp. All right. Then why did you not submit them 
and comply with the subpena ¢ 

Mr. Domprowsk1 (after conferring with counsel). As I stated at 
the beginning, as I interpreted the subpena it reads, “and all financial 
records of Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc., showing in- 
come received and expenses or contributions paid by.” TI did not 
understand that to use a qualifying clause there—it says all financial 
records, but the records showing income received and expenses paid 
by, and that is shown by our records there. 

Senator EastLanp. Do you have those names in here, or will T have 
to issue another subpena for them ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I do not have the names here. 

Senator Eastianp. I say, will you bring them to the committee ‘ 

Mr. Dompsrowsk1 (after conferring with counsel). It would be 
necessary to issue another subpena, sir. 
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Senator EasrLanp. It will be? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Yes. 

Senator Easritanp. I want to warn you that this subpena is ade 
quate. It calls for all your financial records, the people who put up 
money for you, and you have records of it. It is certainly part of your 
financial records. I cannot understand that kind of evasiveness. 

Mr. Domprowski (after conferring with counsel). That may be, 
Mr. Chairman, under your interpretation, but as I read the subpena, 
and I think perhaps you would agree with me, a different interpretation 
IS possible. 

Senator EasrLanpb. I cannot conceive of a different interpretation 
being possible. I am going to want you to bring your records in under 
this subpena. 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I understand. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Dombrowski, as the former administrator of 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare and as the present director 
of the Southern Conference Educational Fund you have knowledge 
respecting who were the officers of the Southern Conference for Human 
Welfare who are currently officers and members of the Southern 
Conference Educational Fund; is that correct ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1 (after conferring with counsel). Mr. Chairman, 
with further re lane e to the, if you will pardon the digression a 
minute, with further reference to the matter of contributors, I wish 
to state that it is not my intention to submit the names who are con- 
tributors. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have those names in your possession, or do you 
have access to them ? 

Mr. Dompsrowsk1. Mr. Chairman, those records are the records of a 
corporation of which I am the director. Naturally I have access to 
them. 

Mr. Arens. Such records are in existence ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskt. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Was Mr. Aubrey Williams identified with the Southern 
Conference for Human Welfare? 

Mr. Domprowski. Excuse me one minute, please. [After confer- 
ring with counsel:| Mr. Chairman, I would like to make it clear 
that my refusal to submit the names of the contributors is under the 
subpena which has already been issued for the reason that I have 
stated. I interpreted the subpena [confers with counsel] 

Mr. Arens. Was Mr. Aubrey Williams identified with the Southern 
Conference for Human Welfare / 

Mr. Domprowsk1 (after conferring with counsel). Yes. 

Mr. Arens. In what capacity was he identified with the South- 
ern Conference for Human Welfare. 

Mr. Domprowskt. Excuse me. I understood the last question, Was 
he identified with the educational fund ? 

Mr. Arens. No; was Mr. Aubrey Williams identified with the 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I believe he was. 

Mr. Arens. In what capacity ? 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. I’m not too sure as to his capacity. 

Mr. Arens. Was he an officer? 
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Mr. DompBrowskt. I believe he was. Excuse me. I believe he was 
a member of the board of directors. Yes, I believe he was an officer, 
Too. 

Mr. Arens. Is he identified with the Southern Conference Educa 
tional Fund ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. In what capacity is he identified with the Southern 
Conference Educational Fund ? 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. Mr. Williams is the president of the fund. 

Mr. Arens. Was Mr. Modjeska M. Simkins identified with the 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare ? 

Mr. DomprowskI. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. In what capacity ¢ 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I am not too sure as to that. 

Mr. Arens. Was he an officer ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. If you will pardon me, the person under consid- 
eration 1s a woman. 

Mr. Arens. Was she an officer ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I’m not too sure. 

Mr. Arens. Was she on the board ? 

Mr. Domsrowskt. Yes, to the best of my knowledge she was. 

Mr. Arens. In what capacity does Mrs. Modjeska M. Simkine 
serve with the Southern Conference Educational Fund ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. She is the vice president of the fund. 

Mr. Arens. Did Alva W. Taylor serve with the Southern Confer- 
ence for Human Welfare? 

Mr. DomprowskI. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. In what capacity did Dr. Alva W. Taylor serve with 
the Southern Conference for Human Welfare ? 

Mr. Domprowskr. He was the secretary and treasurer. 

Mr. Arens. In what capacity does Dr. Alva W. Taylor serve with 
the Southern Conference Educational Fund ? 

Mr. DomprowskI1. He isthe treasurer of the fund. 

Mr. ArENs. You have him listed here on the piece of paper you 
handed the committee as secretary. 

Mr. Domprowsk!. Excuse me; that is correct. That is a slip of 
my tongue. 

Mr. Arens. You want to change your answer, that Dr. Alva W. 
Taylor is the secretary of the educational fund ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Secretary is the correct answer. 

Mr. Arens. Did Mary McLeod Bethune have an identification with 
the Southern Conference for Human Welfare ? 

Mr. DomprowskI. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. If so, in what capacity ? 

Mr. DomsrowskI. She was a board member. 

Mr. Arens. Does Mary McLeod Bethune have identification with 
the Southern Conference Educational Fund ? 

Mr. DomprowskI. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. What capacity ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. She is a member of the board. 

Mr. Arens. Did Dr. Charlotte Hawkins Brown have identification 
with the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, and if so, in what 
capacity ¢ 
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Mr. Domprowsk1. She was a member of the board. 

Mr. Arens. Does Dr. Charlotte Hawkins Brown have an identifi 
cation with the Southern Conference Educational Fund and if so, in 
what capacity ? 

Mr. Domprowsktr. She is a member of the board of the educational 
fund. 

Mr. Arens. Did Roscoe Dunjee, D-u-n-j-e-e, have an identification 
with the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, and if so, in what 
capacity ‘ 

Mr. Domprowskr. He was a member of the board of the Conference 
and also a member of the Educational Board Fund. 

Mr. Arens. The last part I didn’t get. 

Mr. Domprowsk1. He is a member of the board of the Educational 
Fund. 

Mr. Arens. Did Myles Horton have an identification with the 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare 2 

Mr. Domprowskt. He did. 

Mr. Arens. And in what capacity ? 

Mr. Domrprowskr I believe he wasa member of the board. 

Mr. Arens. And does he have an identification— 

Mr. Domprowskt. I am not certain of that, but I believe he was a 
member. 

Mr. Arens. Does he have an identification with the Southern Con- 
ference Educational Fund ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Yes, sir: he isa member of the board. 

Mr. Arens. Did Virginia Durr have an identification ? 

Mr. Domrrowskt. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. I think it is Mrs. Virginia Durr—— 

Mr. DompBrowskr. That’s right. 

Mr. Arens. Have an identification with the Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare? 

Mr. DomerowskI. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. What capacity ? 

Mr. Domrrowskr. She was a member of the board and I believe was 
an official— 

Mr. Arens. She wasa vice president, was she not ? 

Mr. Domrrowskt. I believe she was. 

Mr. Arens. Does Mrs. Virginia Durr have an identification or has 
she in the recent past had an identification with the Southern Con 
ference Educational Fund? 

Mr. Domprowskt. She was a member of the board of the Educa- 
tional Fund, but has not served in that capacity for a couple of years, 
I think. Iam not sure of the exact time. 

Mr. Arens. Did Mr. Clark Foreman have an identification with 
the Southern Conference for Human Welfare? 

Mr. Domrprowskt. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And in what capacity ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. He was president and member of the board. 

Mr. Arens. Does Mr. Clark Foreman have an identification or has 
he in the recent past had an identification with the Southern Con- 
ference Educational Fund ? 

Mr. Domsrowskt. I wouldn’t say he has had a recent connection. 
He was an early president, was the first president of the fund, and 
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that connection terminated rather early. I am not sure of the exact 
date, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Has he since also served as a member of the board of 
directors of the Southern Conference Educational Fund? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. No, sir. Not since he resigned as 

Mr. Arens. Has he at any time been a member of the board of di- 
rectors of the Southern Conference Educational Fund ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Yes. He was a member of the board and presi- 
dent of the Fund at its inception. 

Mr. Arens. Has Mr. Thomas Ludwig had an identification with 
the Southern Conference for Human Welfare and if so, in what 
capacity ¢ 

Mr. Domprowsk1t. I am not sure of his connection, sir, with the 
conference. He, however, was a member of the board of the Fund. 
I really don’t remember whether he was a member of the board of 
the Conference. 

Mr. Arens. Was he identified with the Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare in any capacity ? 

Mr. Domprowskr. I’m not sure about his connection. 

Mr. Arens. But he is identified with the Southern Conference Edu- 
cational Fund; is that correct ¢ 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Not at the present, sir. 

Mr. Arens. When was he, and has he been ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskt. He was a member of the board. 

Mr. Arens. Of the Southern Conference Educational Fund? 

Mr. Domprowskr. Of the Fund, yes. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Leo Sheiner. Is he identified, or has he in the 
recent past been identified with the Southern Conference Educational 
Fund ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskti. He has been connected, but not in the recent 
past, sir. 

Senator Easttanp. When was he connected ¢ 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Well, I’m not sure of the dates. You are speak- 
ing of the Fund now ? 

Senator Eastianp. Yes. 

Mr. Domprowskt. I could answer only approximately, sir. 

Senator Easttanp. What is your judgment ? 

Mr. Domprowskt1. I think somewhere in the neighborhood of 1948, 
somewheres along there; 1950 perhaps. 

Senator Eastianp. When was he connected with the Fund ? 

Mr. Domsrowskt. As well as I remember he was certainly not a 
member after 1950. He had a very slight connection, I might say. 
To the best of my knowledge he attended only one meeting of the 
board. 

Senator Eastianp. Was he a contributor ? 

Mr. Domsrowsk1 (after conferring with counsel). I am not sure 
which—— 

Senator Eastuanp. Is he a contributor to the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund? 

Mr. Dompsrowsx1. Mr. Chairman, I have declined to name the 
contributors to the Fund. 

Senator Easrntanp. For what reason ¢ 

Mr. Domsrowsk1i. May I read my objection ? 

Senator Eastianp. Yes; you may read your objection. 
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Mr. Domsrowsk1. The resolution setting up the committee of which 
this is a subcommittee, said resolution purporting to authorize this 
committee to inquire into, among other things, “the extent, nature, 
and effect of subversive activities in the United States * * * including 
but not limited to espion: ige, sabots age, and infiltration,” and espec le uly 
as said a amnacnte has been atte mpted to be enforced by the subpena 
ssued to James A. Dombrowski, director of the Southern Conference 
Educational Wand. Inc., dated the 13th of March, 1954, and signed by 
William E. Jenner, chairman of the Subcommittee on Internal Secur- 
ty, calling for said Dombrowski to “produce all membership records 
of the Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc., and all financial 
records of the Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc., showing 
ncome received and expenses or contributions paid by the Southern 
Conference Educational Fund, Inc,” is in violation of the first amend 
ment of the Constitution of the United States, which guarantees the 
rights of all citizens to freely speak, to freely assemble, and practice 
religion as they please. Especially is this resolution of the Senate and 
the above-described subpena mentioned thereunder unconstitutional in 
view of the public opinion and educative character of the organization 
herein investigated, which organization existed mainly to influence 
through the circulation of literature and by statements expressed 
through other means of mass communication. 

Senator Eastitanp. You do not think the United States Senate has 
the power to get contributors to a Communist organization; is that 
what you say ¢ 

Mr. Domprowsk1 (after conferring with counsel). Is my under- 
standing, sir, that this is a right that is precluded under the first 
amendment to our Constitution, which guarantees the right of free 
expression, of religion, free speech, free press, free assembly, and free 
association. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Dombrowski, so that the record may be absolutely 
clear I shall repeat the question. Is Mr. Leo Sheiner a contributor 
to the Southern Conference Educational Fund ? 

Senator Easttanp. You are ordered to answer that question on 
penalty of contempt of the United States Senate. 

Mr. Domsrowski (after conferring with counsel). Mr. Chairman, 
if you had read the statement which my counsel had prepared it would 
set forth some of the reasons why I feel that under 

Senator Eastuanp. I order you to answer the question. 

Mr. Domerowskti. I am going to answer it. In addition to the 
reasons which are set forth in that statement presented to you by my 
counsel and in accordance with the statements I have read here, it is 
my understanding that under my rights as a citizen under the first 
amendment, guaranty of my free expression of religion, and free 
expression, free speech, freedom of the press, freedom of assembly, 
and association, I am not required to answer this question. 

Senator Easttanp. Not required to answer the question? You are 
an officer of a corporation ? 

Mr. Domprowskr. Yes, sir. 

Senator Easttanp. And you are not required to answer a question 
as to who has contributed money to the corporation? On what basis 
could you say that any right you might have has been violated by an 
individual contributing money to a corporation to which you belong 
and of which you are an officer ? 
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Mr. Domsrowski. Mr. Chairman, I set forth a legal reason, the first 
amendment. If you will permit me to I would like to add a moral 
reason. 

Senator Easr.anp. I am interested in the legal reason. 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. That I have presented to you. 

Senator Easrtanp. You have to stand or fall on the legal side. 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I have answered that. If you are interested in 
my complete reasons. I would be glad to give them to you. 

Senator Easttanp. I am not interested in anything but your legal 
reason. 

Mr. Arens. So that this record may be perfectly clear, in view of 
the fact that I haven’t studied the statement of counsel, is Mr. Dom- 
browski now taking refuge behind the fifth amendment in addition 
to other reasons, or are his reasons exclusively the fifth amendment ‘ 

Mr. Smirn. If I may interrupt at this particular moment, I think 
it would be pertinent if this portion of the subcommittee were to study 
my statement in detail. Dr. Dombrowski’s refusal to give the names 
of contributors is based not only on the fact that the resolution creat- 
ing this subcommittee is in violation of the first amendment, but is 
also, as we make reference herein, on the reasons set forth in the state- 
ment I handed Senator Eastland at the beginning of this interrogation, 
which I think would be helpful to the committee. 

Mr. Arens. Dr. Dombrowski, is your declination to answer this 
question as to whether or not Leo Sheiner is a contributor to the 
southern conference educational fund based on fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Domsrowskt. Mr. Counsel 

Mr. Arens. Could you just answer that, whether it is or isn’t, 
please ¢ 

Mr. Domsrowskt. Which part of the fifth amendment do you have 
reference to? 

Mr. Arens. That part of the fift': amendment which affords you 
the right not to give evidence which would incriminate yourself. 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I am not invoking that privilege, although I 
consider that if by doing so I would not be doing anything wrong, 
and I consider the entire Bill of Rights and the entire Constitution 
as something which is designed for the protection of all citizens, es- 
pecially the innocent. I want that understood. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, in view of the fact that Dr. Dom- 
browski has not invoked the fifth amendment in response to the prin- 
cipal question—— 

Mr. Domprowskt. Mr. Counsel, a personal point of privilege. 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Domprowski. You have refused my counsel the right to read 
this statement, which to me is the basis of, a large part of my legal 
position. Would you give me the right to read that statement? I 
consider it very important. 

Mr. Arens. We wanted to get this principal question disposed of 
here now. We want to be sure that you are not invoking the fifth 
amendment on this particular question. 

Mr. Domerowskt. There is no question about that. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, in view of the fact that the witness has 
not invoked the fifth amendment in response to the principal question, 


I respectfully suggest that the witness be ordered and directed to 
answer the question. 
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Senator Easrianp. He has been ordered and directed to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Domprowskt. Do I understand you are refusing me the right 
to read this legal statement ? 

Senator Easrtanp. I am ordering and directing you to answer the 
question. Will you answer the question? 

Mr. Domprowsk1 (after conferring with counsel). Mr. Chairman, I 
have given you a partial answer to the question of why I decline. 

Senator Easttanp. Why you decline? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Yes. 

Senator Easttanp. You may state your reasons for declining as 
you are entitled to do that. You first have to decline. You have not 
declined. 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I decline, sir. 

Mr. Arens. But the record is absolutely, Doctor, that you are not 
invoking the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Suirn. That is correct, Mr. Arens. We do not intend to in- 
voke the self-incrimination clause of the fifth amendment. That 
should not preclude us from invoking the due-process clause of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Is that statement prepared by your counsel? 

Mr. Smirn. That is the statement which you have a copy of, Mr. 
Arens. Since you have requested us to give reasons, we felt it would 
be pertinent at this point to read it to the committee. 

Mr. Arens. That statement is in the record, already incorporated 
by the chairman by reference. 

Senator EasrLanp. Iam going to let the witness read the statement 
and read his reasons. 

Mr. Domprowsk1. 1. This subcommittee has no jurisdiction under 
which to conduct this hearing by reason of the fact that the resolution 
creating it is null, void, and of no effect. 

2. The portion of the Senate Subcommittee on Internal Security 
conducting this hearing is an illegally constituted body, and hence has 
no jurisdiction under which to conduct this hearing. 

3. This subcommittee has no authority to subpena the books and 
records of the SCEF, Inc. 

1. This subcommittee has no authority to subpena the books and 
records of the SCEF, Inc., because : 

A. Such right or authority or any subpena issued thereunder is in 
violation of the first amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States. 

B. The SCEF, Inc., is an educational and public-opinion organiza- 
tion particularly well entitled to the protection of the first amendment. 

5. Since the resolution creating this subcommittee unconstitution- 
ally provided for inquisitions and demands incompatible with the first 
amendment and is therefore null, void, and of no effect, this com- 
mittee is illegally constituted and has no jurisdiction to conduct this 
hearing. 

6. This subcommittee has unconstitutionally assumed unto itself the 
judicial powers reserved historically to the courts which assumption 
has violated the separation of powers doctrine of the Federal Con- 
stitution. 

7. This subcommittee has unconstitutionally assumed unto itself 
the judicial powers historically reserved to the courts which assump- 
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tion has violated the separation of powers doctrine of the Federal 
Constitution inasmuch as the subcommittee : 

A. Has abandoned any thought or intent of investigating the SECF, 
Inc., for purposes of proposing future legislation. 

B. Announced its prejudgment of the SCEF, Inc., as “commu 
nistic” and “dominated by the Communist Party.” 

(. In the absence of any legitimate legislative purpose, intends 
to aid, further, and support, criminal prosecutions in State and Fed- 
eral courts. 

Especially is this true when it is noted that press releases in recent 
days have called attention to the statements by Superintendent 
Grevemberg of the Louisiana State Police to the effect that members 
of his organization will attend the subcommittee hearings to deter- 
mine whether or not there have occurred violations of the State anti- 
Communist statute. 

In addition to that statement, my reasons will include the state- 
ment which I read, which I will not read again, but that is with re- 
garding to the resolution establishing the committee. 

Senator EastLanp. Dr. Dombrowski, have you ever been a member 
of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Domprowski. Mr. Chairman, will you permit me to finish my 
statement as to my reasons for refusing to answer this question ? 

Senator EastLtanp. Legal reasons? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Yes. 

Senator Easrianp. Yes. 

Mr. Domsrowskt. I have mentioned that I have invoked the first 
amendment of the Constitution guaranteeing the right of the free 
exercise of religion, freedom of speech, of press, of assembly, and 
association. I also decline to answer under the fourth amendment 
which guarantees people to be secure in their houses, papers, and ef- 
fects against unreasonable searches and seizures, and I invoke also 
a further reason for not answering, the fifth amendment, sir, but only 
that clause which states that no person shall be deprived of liberty 
or property without due process of law. I further wish to point out 
that in declining to take full advantage of the fifth amendment I 
am not in any way insinuating that people who do have done any- 
thing wrong. 

On the contrary, I think a person has a right to invoke his full rights 
us a citizen; in fact, a duty to do so at all times, and I am taking this 
position for the reason that I feel that I have a special obligation 
in times of hysteria such as this to people who support this corpora- 
tion and who might misunderstand me and my reasons if I were to 
invoke the self-incriminating clause, because we have nothing to hide. 

We are proud of this organization and I am proud of all of its 
activities, and I might say I am very proud, too, of its contributors. 

Mr. ARENS. Were you equally proud of the Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare of which you were the administrator ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Yes; I am just as proud of that organization. 
lo continue, to invoke the-—— 

Senator EastLanp. State your legal reasons. 

Mr. Domrrowskt. Mr. Chairman, these are all reasons given under 
the Constitution. 

Senator East.anp. I am not interested in what you are proud of 
or not proud of. 
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Mr. Domprowskt. I have mentioned amendments 1, 4, and 5. 

Senator Easrtanp. Mentioned amendments what ‘ 

Mr. Domprowsk1. The due-process clause of the fifth amendment. 
I invoke also amendment 6 to the Constitution which reads: 

In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and 
a public trial 

Senator Easrnanp. We know what it provides. State your other 
reasons and let us go ahead. 

Mr. Domprowsk!. I have no objection. You are familiar with 
amendment 6. 1 further refuse to answer and invoke my rights under 
amendment 8, which pertains to cruel and unusual punishment of 
citizens. In addition to these I feel that to give you the contributors 
to a corporation which, as you have as chairman, and Senator Jenner, 
already prejudged as Communist—— 

Senator EasrtaNnp. I am not interested in that. 

Mr. Domprowskt. I would be unfaithful to my stewardship. 

Senator EasrLanp. Wait a minute, now. You may state your legal 
reasons. That is all I am interested in. Do you have any other legal 
reasons ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskt. No, sir. 

Senator EasrLanp. All right. They are overruled now and you 
are ordered to answer. 

Mr. Domrprowski. Mr. Chairman, I refuse to answer for the reasons 
that I have given. 

Senator EastiaNnp. Have you ever been a member of the Com- 
munist Party / 

Mr. DompBrowskr. No, sir. I would like to say, however, that I 
answered that as I have answered other questions—— 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest that in the presence of this wit- 
ness another witness by the name of Mr. John Butler be called and 
sworn. 

Mr. Dombrowski. Mr. Chairman, would you permit me to complete 
that sentence / 

Senator Easrianp. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DomprowskI. I said in giving you the answer to a question 
which involved my political beliefs I wish to state that I do not be- 
lieve that any committee of Congress has the right to inquire into 
my political beliefs, and this is a very humiliating experience to me 
and I am doing this again for the reason that I have just given that 
I wanted to be faithful to the stewardship of people who have sup- 
ported this corporation who might misunderstand the failure to do so. 

Senator Easrnanp. You heard a charge this morning that you at- 
tempted to bring in some subversive literature from abroad. Was 
that correct? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Mr. Chairman, if you will grant me the privi- 
lege—I realize I have no right in this hearing, as you have stated it, 
have ruled to cross-examine the witness who made that statement, 
but I would like to make reference—I would like to answer that, and 
if you would permit me to I would like to answer the other factual 
charges that were made by that witness. 

Senator Eastianp. Certainly. 

Mr. DomprowskI. With regard to the particular charge, would 
you read it again, sir? Would you state the charge again that the 
witness made? 
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Mr. Smiru. Can the record be made to show that, Senator East- 
land? If we are not allowed cross-examination, perhaps we could 
at least have the record—might I say, Senator Eastland, during this 
little interlude that I am a lawyer used to trying cases in court. I 
may be out of order—— 

Senator EasTLanp. You are a very fine lawyer. 

Mr. Sir. I am profoundly shocked by this procedure. 

Senator Easttanp. Wait just a minute, now, please. I am not 
interested in what you are shocked about. I care nothing at all about 
it. As I said, I know these kinds of tactics. I know the sources 
from which they come and you are not going to take this hearing 
over. 

Mr. Domprowskt. Mr. Chairman, I object to insinuations that any 
special or unusual tactics are being employed. 

Senator EastLanp. I understand. I want you to answer the ques- 
tion: Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Dompsrowsk1. Mr. Chairman, I have answered that question. 

Senator EasrLanp. What is the answer ? 

Mr. DomprowskI. The answer, I thought, was emphatic, was a very 
emphatic no. 

Senator EastLanp. Are you a member now of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Domprowsk1. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. So the record will be clear, m: ly we ask this question, 
because there may be a distinction to some about being a Communist, 
membership in the Communist Party. Have you ever been a Com- 
munist ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I answered the question readily when you asked 
the question: Are you a member of the Communist Party? I have 
already been accused before this hearing by people conducting the 
hearing of being the head of a Communist organization. I don’t 
know what you mean by that so perhaps you better explain. 

Mr. Arens. Could you answer the question as to whether or not 
you have ever been a Communist so that we don’t get into a squabble 
here over what the word “membership” means ? 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. Are you talking about membership in the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been under Communist discipline? 

Mr. Domprowskr. No, sir. I assume under the discipline of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Domprowsk1. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that Mr. Butler 
be sworn. 

Senator EastLaNnp. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you 
are about to give the Internal Secur ity Subcommittee of the Judiciary 
Committee of the Senate of the United States will be the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Butuer. I do. 

Senator Eastitanpb. Dr. Dombrowski, do you know this gentleman ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. To the best of my knowledge, I don’t know him. 

Senator Easrtanp. Did you ever see him? 

Mr. Domprowskl. To the best of my knowledge, I didn’t ever see 
him. 
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TESTIMONY OF JOHN BUTLER, DALLAS, TEX. 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Butter. My name is John Butler; I live in Dallas, Tex., and 
lrunanursery. I run a nursery in Dallas, Tex. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Butler, you are appearing today in response to a 
subpena which was served upon you ¢ 

Mr. Burier. That’s right. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Butler, are you now or have you ever been a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Butter. I have been a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Over what period of time were you a member of the 
Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Butter. From 1941. The early months of 1941—— 

Mr. Arens. Would you raise your voice, please ? 

Mr. Burier. In the early months of 1941 until 1943. 

Mr. Arens. And where were you a member of the Communist 
Party / 

Mr. Butter. Bessemer, Ala., Birmingham, and Bessemer. That’s 
a connecting town. 

Mr. Arens. Did you then break your connection with the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Burrer. I did. 

Mr. Arens. During the time that you were a member of the Com- 
munist Party, did you have occasion to make the acquaintanceship 
of a man by the name of James A. Dombrowski ? 

Mr. Butter. I did. 

Mr. Arens. Will you relate to the subcommittee the circumstances 
under which you made the acquaintanceship of James A. Dom- 
browski / 

Mr. Burver. I will. 

Mr. Arens. And how you knew him. 

Mr. Burier. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Keep your voice up, please, Mr. Butler. 

Senator Eastrianp. Is this the Dombrowski you knew? 

Mr. Burier. This is the gentleman I met; yes. 

Senator Easrianp. All right. Proceed. 

Mr. Domsrowskt. What is the date he used ? 

Mr. Arens. He is going to tell it right now. 

Mr. Burier. We had a party meeting in the city of Birmingham, 
Ala. 

Mr. Arens. When? 

Mr. Butter. In the month of July. I won’t be positive of the date 
but it was on Sunday 

Senator Easttanp. What year? 

Mr. Butter. Of 1942. 

Senator Eastianp. Proceed, sir. 

Mr. Butter. And Rob Hall, better known to me as Bob Hall. He 
was the chairman of this meeting. 

Mr. Arens. And who was he? Identify him. 

Mr. Butter. He was the southern Alabama secretary-treasurer of 
the party. 

Mr. Arens. Of the Communist Party ? 
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Mr. Burter. Communist Party, yes. 

Mr. Arens. Proceed. 

Mr. Butter. And after that meeting, myself, Alton Lawrence, 
Mike Ross, and Howard Mooney went to the Thomas Jefferson Hotel, 
and met this gentleman there on the 10th floor. I don’t know the 
room number now, but I was introduced to him as a party member. 

Mr. Arens. Was he introduced to you as a party member ? 

Mr. Butier. Yes, sir. When we entered his room, of course, the 
introductions went on. 

Senator Easrtanp. What was said? 

Mr. Burter. Well, Lawrence introduced him to me as a party 
member. 

Mr. Arens. Alton Lawrence? 

Mr. Burier. Yes. 

Senator Easttanp. Was that in the presence of Mr. Dombrowski ‘ 

Mr. Burier. It was in his hotel room. 

Senator Easrianp. In his presence he was introduced to you as a 
Communist Party member. 

Mr. Dombrowski. Did you mention the day of the week ? 

Senator Eastnanp. Sunday, he said, but he did not mention any 
date. 

Mr. Burner. It was in the month of July. I don’t say the exact 
date. 

Senator EasrLtanp. Did Mr. Dombrowski hear the introduction ¢ 

Mr. Burier. He, shaking hands with me. 

Senator EasrLanp. He did not deny it? 

Mr. Burver. No. 

Mr. Arens. Was that a closed party meeting which took place ? 

Mr. Burien. It was his hotel room. It was on the 10th floor of the 
Thomas Jefferson Hotel. I don’t know the room now, but I do 
remember the place. 

Mr. Arens. Were any persons there who were not then known 
to vou to be members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Borier. There would have been, I presume, his wife in the 
hotel room with him. She wasn’t introduced to me, but she did chime 
in on the conversation. 

Mr. Arens. Did you then have a further conversation with Alton 
Lawrence with reference to Mr. Dombrowski? 

Mr. Burier. No. Lawrence and this gentleman had a conversa 
tion. See, they talked over the party line. 

Mr. Arens. Identify Alton Lawrence. 

Mr. Burier. Me identify him? 

Mr. Arens. Who was he? 

Mr. Burier. He was original coordinator of our local union, of the 
Mine, Mill & Smelter Workers in Bessemer, Ala. 

Mr. Arens. He recruited you into the party, did he not? 

Mr. Burier. He did; yes, that’s right. He was the first one ever 
got me in the party. 

Mr. Arens. Was Mr. Dombrowski identified on any other occasion 
by Alton Lawrence? 

Mr. Burier. No; only one occasion. I only met him in the hotel 
in Birmingham. 
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Mr. Arens. Did Alton Lawrence either before or after that occa 
-ion have a discussion with you with reference to Dombrowski ! 

Mr. Burier. Yes; he named his name several times, you know, 
talking the party procedure, I'd say. That’s the only way I'd know 
to say it. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Butler, as a man who has been in the party know 
Ing the techniques and operations of the party, do you here and now 
without equivocation identify Mr. Dombrowski as a man who to your 
certain knowledge was a member of the Communist Party, or a 
Communist ? 

Mr. Burier. I do. 

Mr. Smiru. Which one, a member of the Communist Party, or a 
Communist ¢ 

The Wirness. He was a member of the Communist Party, as I 
understood. 

Senator Easrtanp. What is your business now / 

Mr. Burrer. I am in the nursery business in Dallas, Tex. 

Senator EastLanp. You are no longer a member of the party 4 

Mr. Butter. Iam no longer a member of the party. I broke in 1945. 

Senator Eastitanp. In 1943 / 

Mr. Butter. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did Alton Lawrence ever discuss with you any peculiar 
relationship which Dombrowski had with the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Butier. Yes. This afternoon—I’ll say it this way, make i 
plain—this afternoon after we left the hotel and started back to the 
parking lot to get our automobiles to go home I asked Lawrence why 
this gentleman wasn’t at the party meeting. He made these remarks 
that he was upper 10. He was a big boy, that we would never be able 
tomeet with him. We were the lower class. 

Mr. Arens. He was the big boy in what ? 

Mr. Burier. In the party. 

Senator East.anp. Are there any further questions / 

Mr. Arens. Not at this time, Mr. Chairman. I respectfully suggest 
that another witness be brought forward. 

Mr. Situ. Before this witness is excused or taken off the stand, 
I can see where if a person attempts to answer the questions that this 
committee asks of him and he attempts to answer truthfully, then 
evidence is given to the contrary to his answers; that there “should 
be a thorough investigation into who is telling the truth, and I respect- 
fully request the right to cross-examine this man. 

Senator Eastianp. I have told you that such a proceeding is un- 
heard of in a congressional investigation and we are not going to 
change that congressional rule for the benefit of Mr. Dombrowski. 
That will be all, sir. 

Mr. Crouch. 

Mr. Butter. I am willing to a cross-examination if they want. 

Senator Eastuanp. Iknow. You just step away. 

Mr. Smrrn. You have overruled my request 4 

Mr. DomprowskI. May I ask a question about the day ! 

Mr. Butier. I am going to say it was on a Sunday in July. I will 
say the second Sunday of July. ‘I don’t have a record of the meeting 
because Bob Hall held them so regular in Birmingham. I would be 
unable to tell you how many he held and the dates. 

Mr. Domprowskt. He is not certain of the day. 
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Senator EastLanp. He has stated that it was a Sunday in July 1942. 

Mr. Domprowskt. I just asked it because I would like to try and go 
back, if possible, in my records. 

Mr. Burier. If you will check the hotel records in the Thomas 
Jefferson Hotel in July, you will find if he registered under his name, 
it will be so. 


TESTIMONY OF PAUL CROUCH, CONSULTANT, IMMIGRATION AND 
NATURALIZATION SERVICE, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE—Re- 
sumed 


Mr. ArENs. Mr. Crouch, you have previously been sworn / 

Mr. Croucn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly resume the witness chair there. 

Mr. Crouch, you have previously on this record earlier this morning 
identified yourself as a person who was a member and officer of the 
Communist Party in the United States; is that correct / 

Mr. Crovcn. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. During the course of the time that you were a member 
of the Communist Party, did you have occasion to make the acquain- 
tanceship of the gentleman occupying the present witness chair, there, 
James Dombrowski ? 

Mr. Croucn. Yes, sir; I did. 

Mr. AreNs. Would you in your own way and at your own pace 
relate to this subcommittee the acquaintanceship which you had with 
Dr. Dombrowski and the circumstances surrounding that acquaint- 
anceship ¢ 

Mr. Croucu. I was acquainted with Dr. Dombrowski from some- 
time in 1937 or 1938—I am not sure of the exact first date—until 
April 1947, when I saw him for the last time before today, to my 
recollection. I saw him at meetings of the Southern Conference and 
on occasions I visited the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tenn., 
accompanied by Ed McCrea as a subcommittee of the district bureau 
to meet with—— 

Senator Easttanp. District bureau of what ? 

Mr. Croucn. Tennessee district bureau to meet with Dr. Dom- 
browski. 

Senator Easttanp. Of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Croucn. Of the Communist Party. 

Senator Eastnanp. What is the Highlander Folk School / 

Mr. Crovucn. The Highlander Folk School is a school operated at 
Monteagle, Tenn., ostensibly as an independent labor school, but 
actually working in close cooperation with the Communist Party. 
I met with Dr. Dombrowski. 

Senator Easttanp. Was Dr. Dombrowski connected with the High- 
lander Folk School? 

Mr. Croucn. Yes; he was an instructor. 

Senator Eastitanp. Do you know who selected Dr. Dombrowski to 
head up the Southern Conference for Human Welfare? 

Mr. Crovcn. I do not have a personal recollection of the exact 
discussions as to his official positions other than a joint discussion 
about him as one of the keymen in the organization. 

Senator Eastianp. In what organization ? 
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Mr. CroucH. Southern Conference for Human Welfare. 
Senator Easrtanp. Was he selected by the Communists to head 


it up ¢ 
Mr. Croucu. He was not the head at the time, but he took an active 
part. The Communist Party agreed that he should be one of the 


active people in it, but at that time it was headed by Joseph S. Gelders 
as the paid executive man in the organization and with other people 
holding official titles, but he was connected with it from the very 
beginning. 

Mr. Arens. Who was Joseph Gelders ¢ 

Mr. Croucu. Joseph S. Gelders was a resident of Birmingham, Ala., 
a member of the district bureau and the district secretariat of the 
Communist a in charge of Communist work among intellectuals 
and professionals throughout the South, and he was 1 of 5 top Com- 
munist leaders personally known to me assigned to carry on espionage 
activities, from the White House because of an access there and the 
fact that he was not suspect ted by the President and his wife of being 
a Communist. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Crouch, on the basis of your background and ex 
perience as a top functionary of the Communist Party can you tell the 
subcommittee whether or not the Communist Party top. leadership 
carried Communist cards : me participated as you and I might regard 
a member of some lodge, or do they, on the other hand, accept Com 
munist discipline without the technical affiliation of a membership 
card ? 

Mr. Croucn. It varies greatly, Mr. Arens. Let me illustrate it like 
this. I and Rob Hall and those who advertised our Communist 
positions carried cards. Joseph S. Gelders, although a member of the 
district bureau, did not. 

Another example is Dr. E. E. Erickson, who had the same position 

North Carolina as the reserve district organizer for the party that 
Leo Sheiner later had in Florida, had a card made out in the name 
of Spartacus which I always kept at the district office. He paid his 
dues personally to me and I put his stamp in his book. 

In other cases people in very important, in high positions in the 
Communist Party have an understanding that they are to be regarded 
as under party discipline. They meet with the party and ther *y take 
orders, but they are exempt from attending unit meetings, having 

books, or paying dues, and yet they function under party discipline. 

Mr. Arens. On the basis of your background and experience and 
acquaintanceship with Mr. Dombrowski are you prepared to say under 
oath whether or not during the period of time that you knew him 
that he accepted party discipline, Communist Party discipline ? 

Mr. Crovcn. Yes, sir; to the extent that all instructions that were 
given him by the subcommittee by the district bureau of Tennessee 
were carried out by Dr. Dombrowski regarding the administration of 
the Highlander Folk School, and my conversations with him when we 
were traveling together by automobile from Miami, Fla., to Winter 
7 aven, Fla.—I believe that was the name of the place, near Orlando— 

n April of 1947, his discussions of the revolutionary movement, his 
anita of the Internationale 

Mr. Arens. Whose singing of the Internationale ? 

Mr. Croucn. Dr. Dombrowski singing the Internationale. 

Mr. Arens. What is the Internationale ? 
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Mr. Croucn. The Internationale is the song of the World Com- 

munist movement : 
Arise, ye prisoners of starvation. 
Arise, ye wretched of the earth, 
Kor justice thunders condemnation 
A better world’s in birth. 
‘Tis the final conflict ; 
Let each stand in his place. 
The International Soviet 
Shall be the human race. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Charles N. Smolikoff ? 

Mr. Crovcn. Charles N. Smolikoff, S-m-o-]-i-k-o-f-f, is a man who 
had previously been known in Communist Party as Charles Dorraine, 
D-o-r-r-a-i-n-e. He covered the Southern Conference for Human 
Welfare during November of 1938 for the Daily Worker, who in- 
cidentally, reported in the Daily Worker that my resolution submitted 
by me in the name of the Communist Party be unanimously adopted 
by this conference later. 

Mr. Arens. What was Smolikoff’s relationship, if any, with Dom- 
browski? 

Mr. Croucn. They were personal friends and associates in April 
of 1947. Dr. Dombrowski and Smolikoff being engaged in conversa- 
tion upon the various items in my presence before and after meetings 
of the Southern Conference at Birmingham, and Smolikoff spoke to 
me in the highest terms of Dr. Dombrowski as one who is carrying 
a the party line and party activities in the Southern Conference 

for Human Welfare. 

Mr. Arens, I should add for the record that Dr. Dombrowski told 
me on several occasions that he preferred to be called Left Socialist 
rather than a Communist and that he could serve the revolutionary 
movement better under the Socialist label than he could under the 
Communist label. 

Mr. Arens. Was that a customary practice of the topflight 
operators? 

Mr. Croucu. Yes, sir. 

Senator Easttanp. What do you mean by topflight operators? 
What do you mean by that? You asked the question, what is the 
meaning? 

Mr. Arens. Was that a practice of the top-flight operators in the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Croven. It was a customary practice in 1936 to the 1940 pe 
riod for the people to be members of both of the Socialist and Com- 
munist Party as was Alton Lawrence who was state secretary of the 
Socialist Party of North Carolina and at the same time an oe 
cover member of the district bureau of the Communist Party and : 
man who operated the Communist Party’s underground plant at 
Chapel Hill, N.C. 

He is the same Alton Lawrence who was identified by the previous 
witness. 

Mr. Domprowskt. Is he accusing me of being a Communist? Is 
that the burden of what he said ? 

Senator Easrtanp. You may draw your own conclusions. Are 
there any further questions ? 
Mr. Arens. Not of this witness. 


I have several of Dr. Dombrowsk’. 
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Senator EasrLanpb. I know Dr. Dombrowski should be atforded the 
opportunity to reply to the testimony of the two witnesses. 


TESTIMONY OF JAMES A. DOMBROWSKI , EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC., ACCOM- 


PANIED BY BENJAMIN E. SMITH, ATTORNEY AT LAW, NEW 
ORLEANS, LA.—Resumed 


Mr. Dompsrowsk1. First of all, with reference to the first witness I 
said under oath that I can’t remember ever seeing the man before, 
never heard of him. As to whether he came into my hotel room, I 
understand that the burden of his testimony—he has only one point to 
make, that he came into my hotel room on a particular day in July of 
1942, which is about some thing like 12 years, and I have been in active 
life all that time, so I can’t say definitely that I was or was not in 
Birmingham on that particular day. I can only answer truthfully, 
Mr. Chairman, and I hope before this is over you will come to the 
conclusion that I am a truthful man. 

I tell you truthfully that not on that occasion nor any other occa- 
sion has anybody ever introduced me as a Communist to anyone. I 
would immediately protest and get it straight. So I deny emphat- 
ically that any such incident ever took place and I question the ve- 
racity of theman. He can’t even remember the exact day. I am not 
a lawyer. It doesn’t seem reasonable to me that that would hold in 
court. 

I say there is a question to decide whether he is telling the truth or 
I’m telling the truth. I say he is not telling the truth. 

With reference to Mr. Crouch, I say again here it is a matter of tak- 
ing people’s words. He has made a number of untrue statements. 

Senator Easrtanp. Do you know Mr. Crouch ? 

Mr. Domrrowski. I know Mr. Crouch slightly. 

Senator EasrLanp. How long have you known him ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Well, I tell you, the only time—he has mentioned 
a meeting in Miami, and that I do remember. May I state the cir- 
cumstances ¢ 

Senator Eastruanp. Certainly. 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I went to Miami to set up a statewide meeting 
to protest the passage of what is known the white supremacy law in 
the State Legislature of Florida. The bill had been introduced and 
I went there to organize a statewide meeting which was held in Or- 
lando. In the course of planning that meeting, I remember meeting 
Mr.—was it Mr. Smolikoff, the name mentioned? Something like 
that—who was I believe the CIO director of Miami and he was in- 
vited there on that basis, and if my memory doesn’t fail me he brought 
Mr. Crouch there. 

He had some connection with the CIO. 

Senator Eastitanp. Was that the first time you met Mr. Crouch, in 
Miami, Fla. ? 

Mr. Domsrowski. To the best of my knowledge it was. Just a 
sentence or two about this meeting. The meeting was sponsored by 
a group of 100 or 200 prominent people headed by a minister that had 
no connection with the Communist movement. There might have 
been a Communist there, but I certainly didn’t ask: was not under 
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any Communist discipline there. Of course, I understand the Presi- 
dent of the United States has been accused of treason and disloyalty, 
too, but the fact that a man is accused doesn’t condemn him. I was 
there on a very legitimate purpose and Mr. Crouch did come to one 
planning meeting as far as I know and he did attend that meeting, but 
| suppose Communists attend the Methodist Church sometimes, too. 

Senator Eastrtanp. Did you make an automobile trip with Mr. 
Crouch ? 

Mr. Domprowski. I don’t remember that. It’s possible. He also 
says that I sung the Internationale. Well, I’m proud that he testi- 
tied to my singing ability. I managed the glee club but they wouldn’t 
let me sing. I don’t remember singing the Internationale in his pres 
ence or anyone else. 

The rest of his testimony concerned the Highlander Folk School. 
Do you want me to answer that ? 

Senator Eastitanp. Yes, sir. Were you connected with the High- 
lander Folk School ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Yes, sir, indeed. 

Senator Easrianp. In what capacity ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I was a teacher there. 

Senator EasrLanp. How long were you a teacher there? 

Mr. Domprowskt. For a number of years. I left the Union Theo- 
logical Seminary to join the faculty there and I am not sure of the 
exact date, but it was approximately 1936 or 1937, 1936 I think, and 
I left there in about January of 1942 when I became administrator 
of Southern Conference. 

Senator Eastuanp. Were you at any time director of the High- 
lander Folk School ? 

Mr. Domerowskt. That was a cooperative school and it was run on 
a cooperative basis by the teachers and I don’t think we didn’t have 

. director in the sense that that term is usually used in connection 
with an educational institution, but I was elected by the staff, by the 
faculty, to serve as sort of a chairman, so in that respect, if you 
wanted to call it that, I mean I did have some delegated authority. 

Senator Easttanp. What is the Highlander Folk School? 

Mr. Domprowskt. It’s a community school and I wanted to say as 
to the best description of it from whi at I see apparently it is not muc h 
consequence in this room, but I just offer the testimony of John Dewey, 
who does have some status as probably the greatest philosopher this 
country has produced in the field of educ ational philosophy, and his 
testimony is on record in the highest praise of the Highlander Folk 
School as an educational and community center. 

Senator EastLanp. Yes, sir. Did you know Mr. Crouch when you 
were connected with the Highlander Folk School? 

Mr. Domerowskt. To the best of my knowledge, I don’t remember 
him. I am not saying that he didn’t come there, but there were 
hundreds and thousands of people—it is a community center—that 
came in and out there and I do not remember him. 

Senator Eastianp. Did you ever know Mr. Paul Crouch as a 
member of the Communist Party ? 

Dr. Domprowskt. I did not, sir. 

Senator EastLanp. You have never seen him as a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Domrprowskt. That’s correct, sit 
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Senator East.anp. The first time you remember, you say, was in 
Florida ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskr. Yes, sir. I am not saying, Mr. Chairman, 
though—it is conceivable, you see, that what he is say ing about having 
come to the school may be correct. I do not say “yes” or “no.” I 
simply do not remember that. 

Senator EastLaAnp. When you were with the Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare did you know Mr. Crouch then? 

Mr. Domerowskt. I have no recollection of Mr. Crouch as a member 
of the Southern Conference of Human Welfare. 

Senator Easrtanp. Did you have any dealings with him while you 
were with the Southern Conference for Human Welfare ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. To the best of my knowledge, I didn’t. 

Senator EastLanp. You would have remembered if he had been 
around several times. . You would remember it, would you not? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I am rather inclined to think I would. I mean 
I have a notoriously bad memory, but if he were instructing me in 
some way, I imagine I would remember that. 

Senator Easttanp. You remember the day in Florida? You 
remember meeting him on one oceasion in Florida ? 

Mr. Domerowskt. Yes, but I wanted to explain to you, sir, that 
I remember him with some difficulty, and this is not significant 1 
suppose, but Mr. Crouch has been writing articles about the Southern 
Conference for Human Welfare and about me for some 8 years and 
he has described places where he has met me, so I have tried to 
remember him and I must confess that when his picture appeared 
I didn’t recognize him. When TI see him today I do vaguely remember 
him. 
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Senator Eastrtanp. Mr. Crouch, did you ever visit Dr. Dombrow- 
ski’s home ¢ 
Mr. Crovcu. I visited the Highlander Folk School where he was 
working. I didn’t visit at his home, but we spent a night at the 
same home together, Caroline Stevenson's, and he and Leo Sheiner 
discussed in my presence the actual hideout of Communist leaders 
the night we were traveling to Winter Haven. 
Mr. Arens. He and Sheiner discussed in your presence the hideouts 
for Communist leaders, top flight leaders; is that correct ? 
Mr. Crovucn. That is correct, sir. 
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Mr. Domprowsk1. That isa lie, sir. 
Mr. Arens. Does your memory serve you with sufficient correctness 


whether or not you have had activities in conjunction with Robert 
F. Hall? 
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Mr. Domsprowsk1. I knew Mr. Hall. 

Mr. Arens. And was he a Communist ? 

Mr. Dombrowski. Not to my knowledge. I know that he has been 
called a Communist, Mr. Chairman, but I’m not a specialist on Com- 
munists and I don’t know whether he was or not. I can simply say 
that I have no way of knowing. 

Senator Easrtanp. When you knew him, did you know he had been 
called a Communist ? 


Mr. Domprowskt. Well, you have asked a factual question. I’m 

not sure. I’ve heard his name used. I have heard a lot of things 
.. about a lot of people, including the President of the United States. 
} Senator Easrtanp. What dealings did you have with Mr. Hall? 


Mr. Domsrowski. He was one of those people, a person who was 
around, I think he had some connection with a paper. 
. Senator Easttanp. With what paper ? 
Mr. Domprowskt. I don’t know. I think he had a newspaper job. 
Senator EastLanp. You knew he was with the Daily Worker, did 
vou not, Doctor ? 
Mr. Domprowskt. I know now he is with the Daily Worker. I 
mean I’ve heard that, but I understood your question is at the time 
[ knew him. I haven't heard of him except in this connection for a 
good many years. 
Mr. Arens. Does your memory serve you with sufficient accuracy 
that you can reeall whether or not you knew Leo Sheiner / 
Mr. Domprowskt. Yes; I knew Mr. Leo Sheiner. 
Mr. Arens. Did you know him as a Communist ? 
Mr. Dombrowski. I did not, sir, but again I can only say that again 
[ am not a specialist on communism and wasn’t called here to testify 
as to communism. 
Senator Easrianp. Did you know the other witness that appeared 
this morning ? 
Mr. Arens. Shlafrock. 
Mr. Domsrowskt. My honest answer is I do not know him. I have 
no recollection of ever having met him. 
Mr. Arens. Scheiner was on your board of directors of the Southern 
Conference Educational Fund, was he not ? 
Mr. Domerowskt. That’s correct, sir. 
e Mr. Arens. Did you know Ted Wellman ? 
Mr. Domprowskt. I have met Mr. Wellman. 
Mr. Arens. And did you know whether or not he was a Communist ? 
Mr. Domprowskt. Again, I say that he is said to be a Communist. 
. Mr. Arens. You didn’t believe it, though ? 
Mr. Domprowsk1. I am making no judgment. I am not here to 
testify as to whether a man is or not a Communist. 
Mr. Arens. That is a question of political belief; is that correct ? 
Mr. Domprowskt. It’s a question for other people to answer. It is 
obvious a question of a man’s political belief. 
Mr. Arens. Do you think it is obviously a question of political be- 
lief whether or nota person is a Communist ? 
Mr. Domprowskt. I am assuming that is what you have in mind. 
Mr. Arens. Do you think being a Communist is just a man having 
certain beliefs or do you think it is part of a conspiracy 


eae 


54 SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC. 


Mr. Domsrowsk1. Mr. Chairman, I will be very happy to discuss 
my thoughts with you about communism at the appropriate time, but 
I didn’t come here to discuss that. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know John P. Davis! 

Mr. Domprowsk1. We had a John P. Davis on the board. 

Mr. Arens. And he was a top-flight Communist ; was he not? 

Mr. Domprowskr. That’s a question like when did you stop beating 
your wife. I say again I was employed as a director of an organiza- 
tion that had a particular program. It had no connection with com- 
munism. In fact it was not a political organization at all. 

Senator Easrtanp. Wait a minute. Answer his question. He 
asked you if you knew him to be a Communist. 

Mr. Domprowskt. And I say, Mr. Chairman, I have no way of 
knowing. 

Senator Easttanp. Well, did you? The answer is yes or no. 

Mr. Domsrowskt. To the best of my knowledge I can only say that 
I didn’t know him as a Communist. 

Senator Easr.anp. All right. To the best of your knowledge, he 
was not a Communist ? 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. Not a member of the Communist Party. As 
far as I can recall he never identified himself as such and whether 
he was or not I am not prepared to say. I mean I am not competent 
to judge. 

Senator Eastitanp. How is it that you associated with so many of 
these people who were known to be Communist? You had dealings 
with avowed Communists and you never knew any of them to be 
Communists ? 

Mr. Domprowsk!. Mr. Chairman, as you can see you haven’t had 
very many witnesses like me. I am willing to answer everything and 
answer truthfully ; on this question, too. That is a ver y simple thing. 
I was the director of an organization which had thousands, unlike the 
educational fund which is a very small operation and has no mem- 
bers—the Southern Conference for Human Welfare had thousands of 
members. It held meetings all over the country and I met thousands 
of people. 

It may be that some of these—you have mentioned only a half dozen 
hames. 

Mr. Arens. Back in 1952 you knew who were the Communists in the 
Smith Act trial, didn’t you ¢ 

Mr. Domrerowsk!. I knew some of them by reading the newspapers. 

Mr. Arens. Didn’t you sign a petition—— 

Mr. Domprowsk!. I say this: I read the newspapers and I knew 
some of the people that had been charged with being Communists, but 
again as to whether or not they were 

Mr. Arens. They were charged with treason, were they not, not 
just with being Communists / 

Mr. Domprowskt. I couldn’t answer that. I’m not sure. 

Mr. Arens. Then why did you sign a petition to have 

Senator Easrtanp. Mr. Arens, will you describe the petition and 
ask him if he signed it ? 

Mr. Arens. Did you sign a petition calling for amnesty for the 
Smith Act defendants ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1 (after conferring with counsel). Yes; I signed 
that, asking for anmesty and I make no apologies for that. 
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Senator Easrtanp. Who were those defendants / 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. The defendants / 

Senator Eastuanp. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Domprowskt. I couldn’t name them, sir, at this moment. 

Mr. Arens. Were they Communists / 

Mr. Domprowskt. That I couldn’t answer out of my knowledge. 
| had no association with them. 

Senator Easrtanp. Why did you sign it? 

Mr. Domsrowskt. Because, Mr. Chairman, I believed in amnesty for 
these pecple. I saw no reason—I have signed a number of petitions of 
this kind for people that I have never met—— 

Mr. Arens. Who told you to sign ‘ 

Mr. Sairn. He hasn’t finished answering the first question. 

Senator Easrianp. He is right. Answer the question. Go ahead. 

Mr. Domerowsk1. The fact that I signed a petition for amnesty, 
there is nothing particularly bad about that. I also signed a peti- 
tion recommending, which I presume someone has mentioned—some- 
one has mentioned in the papers I signed a petition to—I think it was 
Mr. Trapolin this morning, one of your witnesses testified. No; I 
am not sure who made the statement, but the statement has been made 
either in the press or here that I defended Communists. 

Well, I signed a petition defending the civil rights of Communists 
and I don’t apologize for that. I defend the civil rights of any 
person. 

Senator Eastitanp. Let me ask you this question: Did you not sign 
an amnesty petition for the leading Communists for the United States 
when they were on trial? It was after they were convicted under the 
Smith Act. 

Mr. Domprowskt. It’s quite possible, sir. 

Senator Easrtanp. The leading Communists in this country. 

Mr. Domprowskt. It’s quite possible. I see nothing—I signed 
yreat many—— 

Mr. Arens. Who asked you to do it ¢ 

Mr. Domprowsk1. No one as far as I remember. 

Mr. Arens. You just believe in amnesty; is that correct ? 

Senator EastLanp. Wait just a minute. 

Mr. Domprowskt. I beg your pardon. What was the question ? 

Senator East.Lanp. Proceed. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever signed any amnesty petitions for any 
murderers / 

Mr. Domerowski. Mr. Chairman, I am not sure what petitions I 
have not signed. If you mention a particular—— 

Mr. Arens. You ought to recall if you have ever signed an amnesty 
petition for any rapists? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I don’t recall that. 

Mr. Arens. You sign them only for Communists? 

Mr. Dompsrowsk1. No. That’s a very unfair question, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Can you recall anyone for whom you signed an amnesty 
petition who was convicted for a crime other than these 11 Communist 
traitors? 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. I have signed a great many petitions in my life 
and I am not prepared to say ‘what I have or have not signed unless 
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you are prepared to ask me—if you have a particular petition there 
{ will try to remember whether or not I have signed it. 
Senator EastLanp. You say, Doctor, that you are not a Communist. 
You state that you have never been a Communist. Here is a case 
, 


where the United States Government in order to protect itself tried 
the 11 Communist leaders in this country, topflight ones. They were 


convicted. They were convicted of advocating and conspiring with 
a foreign power to overthrow the Government of the United States 
by force and violence. They were convicted by a jury Mh the city 


of New York in a courtroom with Judge Medina and after that you 
petitioned the President of the United States for amnesty. Why did 
you do that / 

Mr. DomBrowsk1. Mr. ( iirman, the question ot why ol why L do 
s, of course, is a very involved thing. You have prodded 
eply on my bel fs. and I have tried to cooperate and 


certain th 
me pretty 
inswer youl questions. 

Senator Eastianp. Yes, but what was your reason for signing that 
etition ¢ 

Mr. Domprowsk1. My reason for signing that or any other petition 
that I have sioned which would involve rights, constitutional rights 
of people, s based upon a very s mple faith in a few simple truths 


nd pl ( ples, ind I belie, fundament lly rust two or three cuiding 
principles of my life have guided me in that decision and the others 
that [ make and that a faith in demo racy, 1 brotherhood, and a 
feeling that our civil rights must be kept inviolate to all people. 


Senator EasrLanp. Does a man have a civil right to conspire with 
i. forelen power to overthrow the Government of the United States 
DY force and violence ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Mr. Chairman, to the best of my knowledge these 
people were not charged with conspiring to overthrow—I may be 
wrong on this: you probably have it before you- but I believe they 
wert arged with a conspiracy to teach and advocate and not to 
act ially they weren't actually charged with even advocating- 

Senator Easrnanp. Teach and advocate what ? 

Mr. DoMnrowskt. I presume it would be teach and advocate the 
loctrine of Communism. 

Senator Easrnanp. To teach ind advocate the violent overthrow 
of the United States Government. 

Mr. Domprowskt. They might have been charged with that. You 
have it before you. 

Senator EasrLtanp. Do you think a man charged with that should 
be punished if convicted , 

Mr. Domprowskt. Am I right in thinking that they were not 
hareed with advocati e the violent overthrow of the Government 
but they were charged with conspiring to teach and advocate ? 


Senator Easrianp. I am taking your theory of it that they were 


convicted for conspiring to teach and advocate the overthrow of the 
Government of the United States by force and violence. That is 
what I understood you to say. They had been convicted. Twelve 
men found beyond every reasonable doubt guilty. Do you think a 
man @1 Ity of that should be punished ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Mr. Chairman, according to mv understanding 
they were charged with conspiracy to teach and advocate—— 

Senator Eastuanp. Teach and advocate what? 
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Mr. Domsrowsk1. That to - these people and I am not accusing 
or defending their particular belief; I am simply trying to state, as 
I understand it, what these people were charged with. 

Senator Easrtanp. Allright. Teach and advocate what ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I say I can’t give you the exact terminology, but 
I assume it was to teach and advocate communism; is that correct ? 
For most people that means the violent overthrow of the Government. 

Senator KasrLanp. All right; for most people. 

Mr. DompBrowskt. May I finis h my statement ? 

Senator Easrnanp. All right. Do you think a man who is con- 
victed should be punished ? 

Mr. Dompsrowsx1. Not in all circumstances. I think that to appeal 
for amnesty for people in no way implies that you accept their beliefs 
or you condemn their beliefs. I know with my feelings of having a 
warm heart and feeling for everybody, I would sign an amnesty peti- 
tion for perhaps a great many people. I see no great reason for im- 
prisoning people for a long period of time, especially for teaching 
and advocating a particular act and not because they are a danger to 
society. I think our criminal procedures and our penology needs some 
revision at that point. 

It is quite conceivable that a man would sign a petition for amnesty 
asking for mercy for people. 

Senator Easrtanp. Mercy for people who were in reality guilty 
of treason ? 

Mr. Domprowsx1. If you wanted to I would have mercy for Com- 
munists, yes. I have mercy for all people. 

Senator EasrLtanp. What you were advocating was that they be 
turned loose to continue their conspiracy for the destruction of our 
country. 

Mr. Domprowskt. Well, to my knowledge I never signed anything 
like that. 

Senator Eastitanp. Why is it that only 280 people in the entire 
United States signed that petition ? 

Mr. Domsrowskti. Beg pardon ? 

Senator Easrtanp. Only 280 people signed the petition, did they 
not ? 

Mr. Dombrowski. You are asking me to comment upon that ? 

Senator Eastianp. No; I asked you if that was correct. 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. I’m sure I have no idea how many signed it. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you get the petition you signed ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. That I don’t remember. 

Mr. Arens. Your memory does not serve you well on that; is that 
correct ¢ 

Mr. Domprowsk1. That’s correct. 

Mr. Arens. Did somebody give it to you? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I say I don’t remember. I presume somebody 
sent it to me in the mails, but I wouldn’t be sure about it. To the 
best of my knowledge, no one gave it to me. 

Mr. Arens. You didn’t just think this up by yourself, that you 
wanted to petition the President for amnesty for these Communist 
traitors ¢ 

Mr. Domerowsx1. No; I am much too busy to go around thinking 
up petitions of that kind. 
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Senator Easttanp. Who gave you the petition? Where did you 
get it? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I really don’t know where it came from. If you 
have been active in a liberal movement you will know that on any 
given day you might receive a dozen petitions or requests for this, that, 
and the other thing. My mail is filled with all kinds of literature, 
some of which I have time for, others not, and I might say, however, 
further, there is some kind of—lI think it’s implied in your question 
that perhaps a Communist gave it to me and ordered me to sign, and 
just to disabuse your mind as to that, I control my own mind and if 
something is presented to me I try to make up my own mind as to the 
validity as to the project and I sign it, or I don’t sign it according to 
whether it appeals to me as something that has merit. 

The other names on it are of no consequence tome. I have no con- 
nection with them. It is of no particular consequence whether Tom 
Jones signs it with me or they don’t. I have on occasion to ask people 
to sponsor things and to sign things and it has always annoyed me. 
I can understand people’s hesitancy about these things or to sponsor 
things without knowing who people are, but for me I am an independ- 
ent person. I make up my own mind. 

Senator Easttanp. This petition originated in the Communist 
movement. That is the reason we asked you who brought the petition 
to you. You do not know; is that the answer? 

Mr. Dompsrowsk1. I have no idea where the petition came from. 

Senator Easttanp. Have you ever had dealings with anyone who 
you knew to be a Communist? 

Mr. Domprowski. You are speaking of the Communist Party ? 

Senator Easrianp. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. Well, I have had dealings with people, sir. As 
I say I worked for 10 years in the South—— 

Senator EastLanp. Answer my question. 

Have you had dealings with anyone who you knew to be a Commu- 
nist Party member ? 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. I am trying to answer. 

Senator Easttanp. Answer the question “yes” 
explain. 

Mr. Domrrowskt. Sometimes you can’t answer “yes.” I can only 
say in all truthfullness that I have no way of knowing. I have known 
a lot of people, like the people you have named and many thousands 
of others who have participated some way or other in the things and 
many of them I know have been charged with being Communists, and 
according to my knowledge I have no way of knowing whether these 
people are or are not Communists. 

That is not too satisfactory. That is not “yes” or “no,” but that’s 
the best I can do on that question. 

Mr. Arens. On this making up your own mind, is it just a coinci- 
dence that your mind or the Soaihees Conference for Human Welfare 
is reported by the House Un-American Activities Committee as being 
faithful to the Communist Party and the Soviet Union? 

Mr. Domsrowski. Would you repeat the question? 

Mr. Arens. The House Un-American Activities Committee after 
a study of the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, of which you 
are director, says that the decisive key posts are in most instances 


or “no” and then 
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controlled by persons whose record is faithful to the line of the Com- 
munist Party and the Soviet Union. Are you cognizant of that fact, 
the fact that this appears in the report of the House Un-American 
Activities Committee ? 

Mr. Domprowskl. I read the reports of the House committee and 
I read Mr. Crouch’s stories for the past eight years and I am not 
impressed by what the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
says, as a scholar and a person who tries to make up his mind on the 
basis of fact. I have found that the reports of the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities are so suspect, they are so careless about 
fact, that a careful and intelligent person can’t make up his mind as 
to the truthfulness about anybody or anything that the committee 
has reported on; and I give you just one example, and I think this is 
important because practically all of the things that have been men- 
tioned here this morning about me personally and about the conference. 

In the report of the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
published in June, I believe, in 1947, Mr. Chairman; that report—I 
think this is significant—that appeared one day and the previous day 
there was the first that the Southern Conference knew it was to be 
published and we demanded a hearing before it was published. That 
was refused. 

Mr. Arens. Did you do that on your own volition, or was that at 
the inspiration of some other people? 

Mr. Domsrowsk!. Mr. Chairman, apparently you refuse to believe 
that anybody or any person before you has any integrity. I can only 
repeat what I said that it was announced that the report would ap- 
pear and we demanded an opportunity to be heard. The report was 
printed. No member of the staff, no official of the Southern Confer- 
ence, was ever permitted, was ever interrogated, was ever questioned. 
It appeared without, as I say, us having any opportunity to answer 
the charges. That’s the first point. 

Senator Easrtanp. Let me ask you this question, please, sir: Did 
the Southern Conference for Human Welfare get money from the 
Robert Marshall Foundation ? 

Mr. Domerowski. Mr. Chairman, would you permit me to answer? 
This previous question is very important. 

Mr. Situ. He is willing to answer the question, if he can finish. 

Senator Eastianp. All right. 

Mr. Domprowskt. I will sit here and answer any question as long 
as you like, but grant me the privilege to answer this question more 
fully because I think it is so very important. 

Senator Eastianp. All right. Go ahead. 

Mr. DomsrowskI. Here is a Government body which 7 years ago 
made all of the charges practically against me and against the Con- 
ference which are being made here today, so there is nothing new 
about them, and this is what I wanted to say: That obviously I 
wouldn’t expect you to attach too much significance to my—and this 
is not to disparage your objectives; I only say that as a person in- 
volved. What I would say about that report is not so significant as 
the word of a man whose integrity and objectivity and competence to 
judge a Government document involving circumstantial evidence is 

eyond reproach, and that man is Prof. Walter Gellhorn, of the 
faculty of the Columbia Law School. 
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He made an exhaustive analysis of the House committee report. 
He is not interested in whitewashing in any way the Southern Con- 
ference. The results of his analysis were published in the Harvard 
Law Review in October of 1947. 

Senator Eastitanp. Wait just a minute, please. What was the 
question again / 

Mr. Domsrowski. Mr. Chairman, counsel raised the question about 
the report of the House Committee on Un-American Activities con- 
cerning the Southern Conference for Human Welfare. 

Mr. Arens. I just asked you whether or not you were following the 
Communist Party of your own volition or if you were under the 
influence of somebody else, something along that line. 

Mr. Domerowsx1. And you used as your source, though, this House 
Committee on Un-American Activities. 

Senator Easritanp. All right. Now I will ask you this question. 

Mr. Domprowskti. Will you not permit me to answer? I have an 
swered all your questions at great length and have not asked for any 
special privilege. 

Senator Eastianp. I think you have fully answered the question, 
Doctor. 

Mr. Domrerowsk1. Except that I haven’t been able—— 

Senator Easrianp. You bring in Dr. Gellhorn. 

Mr. Domrrowski. You have not permitted me to say what he said. 

Senator Easttanp. When the record is open to who Dr. Gellhorn 
is and what his connections are it leads us far afield. 

Mr. Domprowsk1. If you give me one more minute. 

Mr. Smiru. If you will give him a minute to conclude he will be 
through. 

Senator Eastianp. Then you bring in who Dr. Gellhorn is. That is 
another story in itself. I ask you now about the finances for the 
Southern Conference 

Mr. Domerowskt. Mr. Chairman, I have been very patient. Can 
you give me one minute? 

Senator East.aNnp. Answer that question, please, sir. 

Mr. Domprowski. You refuse to let me answer the other ? 

Senator Eastianp. I am going to let you in a minute. I want to 
get this in the record. Did the Robert Marshall Foundation con- 
tribute money to the Southern Conference for Human Welfare? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Yes, sir. 

Senator Eastianp. Of course, you know that the Robert Marshall 
Foundation is one of the principal sources of funds by which Com- 
munist-front organizations operate, do you not? 

Mr. Domerowskt. No, sir; I don’t know that to be a fact, not to 
my knowledge. 

Senator EastLanp. You know that the House Un-American Activ- 
ities Committee established that, did you not? 

Mr. Domerrowsk1. No, sir. I know a great many funds including 
the Rockefeller Fund, the Carnegie Fund, and many others, have been 

inder attack in Congress. I don’t know the results. I would say— 
you want me to comment on it, the fact that the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities—— 

Senator Easttanp. No; I do not want you to comment. It speaks 
for itself. 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. All right, sir. 
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Senator Easrtanp. What is the difference between your present 
organization and the Southern Conference for Human Welfare? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Mr. Chairman, are you going to permit me to 
get into the record what I wanted to get in? 

Senator Easrianp. I will withdraw the question. Let him conclude. 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I only mention this because to me it is very im- 
portant. We do not have a court of law here, but here is a lawyer, 
one of the greatest lawyers of the country, and a great law professor, 
who spent many months studying the report of the House Un-Ameri- 
can Activities, concerned entirely with the Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare, and his conclusions were published in the Harvard 
Law Review of October of 1947 and it is a very brief sentence. 

Senator Easrianp. Just place it in the record. 

Mr. Smiru. It is one sentence long. 

Senator Easrianp. Just a minute; I will control this hearing. I 
will let you place it in the record. I am not going into any report by 
Professor Gellhorn published in the Harvard Law Review. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest he may want to put in the record 
what Comrade Browder said about the Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare. Do you know what he said about it? 

Senator Easttanp. Wait just a minute, please. Do you want to 
place that in the record? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Yes, sir. 

Senator Easrianp. I will receive it if you do. 

Mr. Domprowskl. Yes, sir. 

Senator Eastianp. It is ordered placed in the record. 

Mr. SmirnH. We will mark it with an “x”, the portion to be placed 
in the record. 

Senator EastLanp. Mark it any way you want to. 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Mr. Chairman, this is the statement by Professor 
Gellhorn. 

Senator Easrianp. It will be placed in the record. Hand it to him 
so the entire thing will be placed in the record. 

(The document referred to was marked and filed for the committee’s 
records. ) 

Mr. Arens. Would it be appropriate to put in what Comrade 
Browder said about it ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I have no objection to what anybody said being 
put into it, but I would like to have this put in. 

Senator Easrianp. It is in the record. 

Mr. Domsrowski. I just say this, though, that because a Communist 
happened to attend a meeting or said something good about the 
Southern Conference should not disparage it in any person’s mind. 

Senator Easrtanp. I did not intend to go into that, but did he not 
state that it was a transmission belt for communism in the South ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskt. I don’t know. If I remember correctly the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities reported that as one 
of the facts in this pamphlet. 

Senator Eastnanp. Yes, that Comrade Browder said it was a trans- 
mission belt for communism in the South. 

Mr. Domsrowskr. I don’t know. 

Senator Eastrianp. I asked you a question and withdrew it so you 
could conclude your answer. Whaat is the difference in the objectives 
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of your present organization and the Southern Conference for Human 
Welfare ? 

Mr. Domsrowsx1. Mr. Chairman, that’s really a very difficult ques- 
tion, but I will try to explain it to you. 

Senator EastLanp. You have many of the same officials or officers, 
do you not ? 

Mr. DomprowskI. Yes, sir. 

Senator Easttanp. You have many of the same contributors, do 
you not ¢ 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Well, I imagine that there must be some over- 
lapping there, but the extent of it I am not prepared to say. 

Senator Eastianp. All right. 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Shall I do it chronologically? It is quite dif- 
ficult. It is confusing, but I will try to make it as clear as I can. 

The Southern Conference for Human Welfare was founded in 1938 
as an unincorporated body. 

Senator EastLanp. Did you have anything to do with it when it was 
founded ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. No, sir. Mr. Crouch has testified that I was 
active, had been appointed, that Communists had decided that I was 
to have that honor. If so, it isnewstome. Actually, I had nothing 
to do with the Southern Conference for Human Welfare except as 
one of the thousands of interested liberals who was interested in it. 
I did attend the first meeting in 1938, but I wasn’t asked to participate 
and did not participate in any way, as far as I can remember, in the 
planning of it and certainly not in the conduct of it. 

There were about 1,500 people, I think, or more at that first meeting 
that included many of the leading industrialists, and ministers, and 
teachers of the South that came from all over the Southern States. 

Senator Easritanp. That was a front, was it not ? 

Mr. Domerowskr. I don’t know what you mean by a front. 

Senator Easttanp. Yes, you do now. You know, as a matter of 
fact, that Browder was mentioned and Communist officials who have 
turned against the party have mentioned how innocent people were 
drawn in when their object was to control the resolutions committee. 
You knew that, did you not ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Mr. Crouch has made some charges, but they are 
absurd. It is perfectly absurd to think that a group of people, and 
anybody who wants to take the trouble to read the House committee’s 
report or even Mr. Crouch’s article—— 

Senator Eastianp. Let us get back to the question I asked you. 
What are the differences in the objectives of the two organizations? 

Mr. Domerowskt. Yes, sir. In 1938. this organization was founded 
as an unincorporated body and it continued as such for 4 years. In 
1942. which was at the time that I became the administrator of the 
conference, it was incorporated as the Southern Conference for Human 
Welfare, Inc., and continued as such as an educational agency operat- 
ing with a very broad program interested in repeal of the poll tax, 
equalization of freight rates, in health matters, in matters of health 
of all kinds, education, and in interracial and industrial relations. 

In fact, it covered the entire social and economic picture because it 
had begun as a reaction to a Government report published at that 
time in 1938, a Government report called, The South: Economic 
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Problem No. 1, which was then and remains today one of the best 
documents and studies of the South that I know anything about. 

About a million copies of that were circulated and it received so 
much attention that this conference was called as a reaction; in fact, 
to discuss the implications of this very broad program. 

The conference then continued to function as an incorporated body 
having tax exemption and functioning as an educational agency inter- 
ested in all of these social and economic problems. 

In 1946, some of the members of the board became deeply interested, 
or perhaps were—I don’t know—but at any rate, in 1946, there was a 
group of board members that felt that the conference should be active 
in political action, at least in legislation and as a tax-exempt agency, 
that, of course, was precluded. 

Mr. Arens. Could you pause and tell us whether or not that tax 
exemption carries over to the Southern Conference Educational Fund? 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. Yes. I will come to that. That is part of the 
picture. In January of 1946, it was decided to reorganize the confer- 
ence any way that would permit the desire of that group of board 
members to participate in political action. 

It was done in this way. 

Senator Eastuanp. I am not interested in how it was done; just the 
objectives. 

Mr. Domprowskt. The Southern Conference for Human Welfare, 
Inc., operating under a charter issued in Tennessee—the charter was 
amended to the name Southern Conference Educational Fund. A 
new organization was set up under the name of Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare, an unincorporated agency, to do legislative and 
political action work, and many people were and are now confused 
about the two organizations. 

The Southern Conference for Human Welfare, unincorporated, 
continued the function for about a year when it began to wither and 
it was finally dissolved in 1948, but the Educational Fund continued 
to carry on the educational work of the Conference, but the program 
was narrowed to a very concise and brief program having to do with 
the improvement of the race relations and, that has continued to be 
the prime purpose of the fund. 

Senator EastiaNnp. Let me see if I understand you. The primary 
purpose of the fund is to improve race relations ? 

r. DomprowskI. Yes. 

Senator EastLanp. How do you attempt to improve race relations? 

Mr. Domprowski. Very simply our program has been to use educa- 
tion and educational means, operating to improve race relations 
through conference, through publications, and the distribution of 
the same, the distribution of films. 

For example, a most recent film was a kinescope reality of the debate 
between our president, Mr. Aubrey Williams, and Governor Talmadge 
in segregation in public schools. 

Senator EastLanp. You state your principal objective is abolition 
of segregation in the schools? 

Mr. Domerowsk1. Abolition, discrimination and segregation. 

Senator Eastianp. Intheschools. All forms of segregation ? 

Mr. Domprowskr. Yes: we are concerned with all forms of segrega- 
tion, but we are primarily interested in the field of education and 
health: also, library service. 
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Senator Easrianp. On the last day of January 1952, your organiza- 
tion had a meeting in South Carolina, did it not? At Columbia? 

Mr. DomprowskI. We held a meeting, sir, in Columbia, S.C. There 
is a slight discrepancy in the date. We met in December, if I am 
not mistaken, during the Christmas holidays. 

Senator Easrtanp. At what school ? 

Mr. Domprowskr. At two schools: Allen University and Benedict 
College. 

Senator Easr.aAnp. What they were were interracial meetings? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Yes, sir. It was a youth meeting. 

Senator Easrtanp. Did the Communist Party have anything to do 
vith the ope oe -“ the 2 rn Conference for Human Welfare? 

Mr. Domprowsxt. Well, I say, Communists may have partici- 
pated in the saslisiein and in other ways, but to my knowledge the 
Communist Party as such was not involved. 

Senator Eastianp. Do you know Earl Browder? 

Mr. Domprowskt. No, sir; I don’t think I ever met him, not to 
the best of my knowledge. 

Senator Eastnanp. Do you know that Earl Browder testified under 
oath to a congressional committee that the Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare was « Communist party transmission belt? 

Mr. Doms rowskI. I have read something like that in this House 
committee’s report and I know people have made all kinds of claims. 

Mr. Crouch claims that he conceived—— 

Senator Easrianp. Earl Browder does not make extravagant 
claims; does he? 

Mr. Domsrowskl. As to that, I don’t know. I am not competent 
to judge. 

Senator Eastianp. You know that he testified under oath that your 
organization was the Communist’s transmission belt in the South? 

Mr. Domsrowskt. Well, I didn’t know that he had testified under 
oath. I remember vaguely some reference like that as one of the 
hundred or more references in this committee’s report, House com- 
mittee’s report on un-American activities, which is, to my knowledge, 
the only place I have ever seen it. 

Mr. Arens. Is that another occasion where your memory does not 
serve you too well? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I make no claims for my memory. I say this: 
If you want to make anything of this particular point, if Earl 
Browder or many other Communists may have said a great many 
things about the Conference, it seems to me it is of no consequence. 

Senator EastLtanp. Did the Southern Conference for Human Wel- 
fare get money from the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Domrrowskr. Not to my knowledge, sir. 

Senator Easttanp. Would you have known it if they did? 

Mr. Domsrowsxt. Yes; if they had contributed as a party, I would 
have known it, certainly. 

Senator Eastianp. Is Mr. Browder’s testimony before the congres- 
sional committee true or false when he said the Communist Party, had 
suffered great hardship to finance and maintain this growing southern 
movement ? 

Mr. Domsrowsxi. Mr. Chairman, if I am not mistaken, you are 
quoting something out of context or something that is very misleading. 
Do you have the context of that statement ? 
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Senator Eastianp. I have the committee report. 

Mr. Domsrowsxl. Is that the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities report ? 

Senator Eastuanp. That is right. 

Mr. Domsrowski. Would you permit me to introduce into the 
record Professor Gellhorn’s analysis of the report because there is a 
lot to say about that particular statement if I am not mistaken, sir. 

Senator Easrtanp. Let me ask you this question, please: Do you 
know Eugene Dennis? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Do I know him? 

Senator Eastnuanp. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I think I met him once. 

Senator Easttanp. Do you know who Eugene Dennis is? 

Mr. Domrrowskt. I believe that he has been called a great many 
things. To my knowledge I don’t know what exact position he has or 
had. 

Senator EasrLanp. He is in prison now, is he not? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Yes, sir. I believe he is. 

Mr. Arens. Is he there for his political beliefs, or is he there because 
he is a traitor to the country, and advocated a conspiracy and the 
forcible overthrow of the Government ? 

Mr. Dompsrowsk1. Mr. Chairman, as I say, I didn’t come here to 
discuss my opinions. You seem to be very much interested in probing 
into my opinions and beliefs. 

Senator Easrtanp. There is a reason for these questions. Of course, 
you knew that Eugene Dennis was one of the leaders of the American 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. Did you ask me—I am getting a little tired here, 

little weary. I am not quite sure. Was the question about Mr. 
Dennis: Did I know him, or had I met him? 

Senator Eastnanp. I asked you if you knew him. You testified 
that you met him. 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. I stand on my testimony, but I didn’t remember 
what the exact question was. 

Senator Easttanp. Did you know him, or had you just met him 
casually ? 

Mr. Domrrowsk1. I met him casually. 

Senator Easttanp. However, you knew he was one of the leaders of 
the American Communist Party ? 

Mr. Domsrowsxt. No; I don’t say that. I know he is reported as 
such, but I couldn’t report of my own knowledge that he is or was. 

Senator Easrtanp. You knew the American Government. tried 
him and convicted him of such, did you not? 

Mr. Domsrowski. Yes; I have read that, sir. Again, that is nothing, 
something out of my own knowledge. 

Senator Easttanp. Did you know Jack Stachel ? 

Mr. Domerowsk1. No, sir. 

Senator Easttanp. You know of him, though, do you not? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I have seen his name . It means something to me 
vaguely, but beyond that, that’s all. 

Senator Eastianp. You knew he was one of the leading Communists 
of the country, did you not? 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. No, sir; I did not. 
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Senator Eastianp. Did you know John Williamson ? 

Mr. Domsrowskl. No, sir. 

Senator EastLanp. You do not know anything about him? 

Mr. Domprowskr. No, sir. 

Senator EastLanp. Do you know whether he is in prison now or 
not ¢ 

Mr. Domprowsk1i. Well, since you mention it, I believe he was one 
of the defendents. 

Senator Easrianp. Do you know John Gates? 

Mr. Domerowski. I believe he was one of the defendants in this 
Smith Act, sir. 

Senator Easttanp. Editor of the Daily Worker. 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I wouldn’t know that without your pointing it 
out to me,sir. I wouldn’t have read it. 

Senator EastLanp. You wouldn’t have read it? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. No, sir. 

Senator Easruanp. You do not know him personally ? 

Mr. Domprowski. No,sir. My signing of this 

Senator EastLanp. Wait just a minute, now, please. You do not 
know about his guilt or innocence, do you ? 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. Not personally, sir. 

Senator Eastuanp. Do you know Gil Green? 

Mr. Domprowsk1r. No; I don’t recall him. 

Senator Easrtanp. Do you know Benjamin Davis, Jr., who was 
ony, yo ¢ 

Domprowski. I assume you are asking if I met these people 
fe th: at’s what you mean by knowing. 

Senator Eastianp. That is right. 

Mr. Domsrowskx1. No, sir. 

Senator Easttanp. Do you know Henry Winston? 

Mr. Domprowskt. No, sir;I donot know him. I mean I have never 
met him. 

Senator Easttanp. You do not know anything about the facts in 
connection with his conviction ¢ 

Mr. Domsrowski. Well, I know very little, sir. 

Senator Easrianp. Do you know Robert Thompson ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I don’t know him, sir, no. I have seen his name 
in the press. 

Senator Easttanp. Do you know anything about whether he con- 
spired to overthrow the Government of the U Inited States or not? 

Mr. Domprowskl. I believe he has been charged with 

Senator Easrtanp. Do you know personally about any of the facts? 

Mr. Domsrowskt. Out of my personal knowledge I know nothing 
about him. 

Senator Eastitanp. You do know Gus Hall? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. No, sir; I didn’t say that I knew him. 

Senator Eastianp. Well, do you know him? 

Mr. Domprowskt. No, sir; I do not. 

Senator Easrianp. I have listed nine of the leading Communists in 
the United States. They have been convicted by a jury in New York. 
You did not know anything about them. You knew nothing about the 
case. You knew nothing a about the facts in it, as you testified. Why 
then, did you sign with 280 pe who have been identified as Cam 
munists, an amnesty petition ? am not saying you are a Communist. 
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1 said that most of the 280 cosigners of that petition have been so 
identified. Why did you sign that petition? 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. Mr. Chairman, I see nothing particularly im- 
portant about that, or unusual. At the time I signed the petition I 
probably had supporting material which said something about these 
people, but as I have explained 

Senator Easttanp. What was your reason now? Give me your 
reason. 

Mr. Domerowsk1. I thought I had explained it rather fully, sir, but 
I will repeat it. My signing of the petition for amnesty would have 
no special connotation with reference to support or dissent from the 
beliefs of these people. 

Senator Easttanp. Yes, but you knew nothing in the world about 
the facts upon which their convictions were based. 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Mr. Chairman, have you never been moved by 
mercy for people who were charged for something that may have 
been absolutely guilty ? 

Senator EastLanp. Something I knew nothing about ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I am just asking vou: Have you ever been moved 
by mercy for people who may have been convicted even ? 

Senator Eastianp. Ina case that I knew nothing at all about ? 

Mr. Domsrowskt. No; I didn’t say that. Have you never signed 
a petition or done any act of mercy without reference to the person’s 
guilt or innocence of a particular charge ? 

Senator Easttanp. Doctor, you are in very select company there. 
There were only 280 people in the United States who signed that 
petition. 

Mr. Domprowsk1. If I decided to sign it, they were in very good 
company and I was in good company because I don’t sign anything 
without some careful reflection. 1 don’t sign things on the spur of 
the moment. I gave enough thought on what evidence I had there. 

Senator EastLanp. What was that evidence yowhad there ? 

Mr. Domsrowskt. I don’t remember what it was, but I am telling 
you that it would not necessarily—I am not saying that it did or did 
not, and this may be difficult for you to understand, but there are peo- 
ple who do take a stand if the support of amnesty or mercy for people 
even who have been convicted of a very serious crime. 

Senator EastnanD. What you mean now was that you wanted these 
traitors turned loose again in this country and they would have been 
free to continue their conspiracy against the United States ? 

Mr. Domprowski. I am not sure that these people were traitors. I 
might say furthermore, that in addition to this feeling of mercy, 
these people were not criminals in the ordinary sense. They were a 
threat to society. 

Senator Easttanp. They were worse than criminals. They were 
conspiring with a foreign power against the United States. They 
were agents of an enemy of the United States. They were part of a 
conspiracy that killed thousands of American boys. Of course, they 
are not ordinary criminals. They are worse than ordinary criminals. 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I am not in any way debating what the merits 
of these peoples’ beliefs or of the crime they were charged with was. 
The signing of a petition for mercy is conceivable to be done without 
any reference to that, merely out of compassion. 

Senator Eastianp. It is conceivable, but is that your reason ? 
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Mr. Domrrowskt. Ths : is one of the primary reasons, sir, and I 
don’t know this to be a fact, but I imagine if you read that petition, 
there are probably a great many ministers on it. I don’t know that 
to be a fact 

Senator Easrtanp. Who brought you that petition, now? The 280 


names were widely scattered over the United States. There were 280 
people who, the Daily Worker says, were national leaders and from 
every area of the United States. You are bound to remember how 


you got that Communist petition. 

~ Mr. Sarrn. I don’t want to interrupt the questioning any more than 
I think is absolutely necessary. However, I think the witness has been 
on the stand for upward of 2 hours. We have no objections to answer- 
ing the questions, but I wonder i if you would turn over in your mind 
the momeability of a recess for a few minutes. 

Senator Easr.anp. he he answers that question. 

Mr. Domsrowskr. Mr. Chairman, it is not n ecessary for you to ask 
“oe same question twice. I will tell you the truth, sir, to the best 
of my knowledge. I pledge you that on every ‘ication you have asked 
and I will continue to do so. 

Senator Easrianp. Did you get the petition through the mail, ¢ 
you just do not remember how you got it? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I really don’t remember, and I believe that was my 
testimony, sir. 

Mr. Arpns. May I ask just one or two little questions? 

Senator East.anp. Wait just a minute. His attorney has asked for 
a recess. Doctor, is your health bad? 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. I am a mighty tired man, but otherwise I am all 
right. ' 

Senator Easr.anp. Proceed, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. Just this one question and then we will have a recess. 
Am I clear that this record reflects that the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund has tax exemption ? 

Mr. Domsrowskr. Yes; I believe you asked that earlier. 

Senator East.anp. Your testimony was, it has; is that correct? 

Mr. Domprowskr. No, sir; it had, but the fund has not had tax 
exemption for a couple of years. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, we have a number of questions to ask the 
doctor again on other items. 

Mr. Domprowsxt. I will answer them, s 

Mr. Arens. It would be very nice to Mave a recess. 

Senator Easttanp. Would you rather wait until the morning? 

Mr. Domerowskr. That would please me, sir, I have had a busy time. 

Mr. Arens. I wonder if we could have a 10-minute recess, and 
resume again for about a half hour and then recess until morning ? 

Mr. Smirn. That is all right. 

Senator Eastianp. All right. We will take a 15-minute recess. 

(A short recess. ) 

Senator Eastianp. Proceed, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Dombrowski, was Myles Horton associated with 
you at the Highlander Folk School? 

Mr. DomprowskI. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know or ht ave you known a woman by the name 
of Judy Chondor, C-h-o-n-d-o-r? 

Mr. Domprowskt. The name means nothing to me, sir. 


al 
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Mr. Arens. Local woman here in New Orleans. 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. I don’t think I ever heard the name. 

Mr. Argens. How about Stelle Delille, D-e-1-i-l-l-e? 

Mr. Domprowski. Never heard that name. 

Mr. Arens. Alton Lawrence? Have you had any dealings with 
him ? 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. Yes; I have known Mr. Lawrence. 

Mr. Arens. And what were your dealings with him? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Well, he was in the labor movement. I think I 
first met him at Highlander Folk School, which as I said, had a com- 
munity program and labor education program and Mr. Lawrence came 
to the school in that capacity interested in the labor—I think he was a 
young man finished at the University of North Carolina and he had 
some kind of job in the labor movement. I don’t know what it was at 
that time. 

Mr. Arens. Was he identified with the Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare at any time ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Yes. Later he became—well, I’m not sure. He 
had an official connection—— 

Mr. Arens. With the Southern Conference for Human Welfare? 

Mr. DomprowskI. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did he have any identification with the Southern Con- 
ference Educational Fund ? 

Mr. Domeprowsk1. I think not, not that I remember. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Dombrowski 

Mr. DomsrowskI. I’m not sure. I should know this, you see, but it 
seems to me 

Senator Eastianp. Speak a little louder, please. 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Yes, sir. Mr. Lawrence may have been an official, 
perhaps, administrator. I’m not sure. It seems to me he was the ad- 
ministrator of the Conference just before I came into the picture, but 
I’m not sure, but he certainly had a connection in those early days. 

Mr. Arens. And he had no connection to your knowledge with the 
Southern Conference Educational Fund, is that correct ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Not that I can remember, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Had you had a connection with the American Commit- 
tee for Protection of Foreign Born? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And when was the connection, and what was that 
connection. 

Mr. Domprowskt. Well, I don’t know when my inte rest first began, 
but it has extended some period of time and I think that is one of the 
groups I have lent my name to as a sponsor and I may have been a 
contributor, but I’m not sure. 

Mr. ARENS. You know, of course, it has been cited as one of the 
oldest Communist fronts in the United States; do you not? 

Senator Eastnanp, Cited by whom? 

Mr. Arens. Government agencies. You know, of course, it has been 
cited as a subversive and Communist by the Attorney General of the 
United States ? 

Mr. Domsrowskx1. Yes, I know that. 

Mr. Arens. As one of the oldest auxiliaries of the Communist 
Party in the United States cited by the Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee, and by the California Committee on Un-American Activities 
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as among the Communist-front organizations for racial agitation 
which also serve as money-collecting media and as special political 
organizing centers for the racial] minority they pretend to champion. 

Did you know that? 

Mr. Domsrowski. No, sir; I didn’t know that. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know that it was a Communist front? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I don’t know it now to be a fact. 

Mr. Arens. You don’t believe this, what I have just read ? 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. I said before—— 

Senator Easr.anp. Wait just a minute, Doctor. There is no point 
in Mr. Arens arguing with you. You stated that you did know it had 
been cited as a Communist-front organization. 

Mr. Domsrowskt. I knew that it had been cited. It was on the At- 
torney General’s list. The rest of it I don’t know. 

Senator Eastntanp. Allright. That is all. 

Mr. Arens. What dealings have you had with Abner Green of 
American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I don’t think I ever met Mr. Green or know him 
except as I see his name on a letterhead. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know or have you known a woman by the name 
of Louise Pettibone / 

Mr. Domprowsktr. I never met her, but I have seen her name in con- 
nection with that organization on the letterhead. 

Mr. Arens. What has been your connection with the National Fed- 
eration for Constitutional Liberties ! 

Mr. Domeprowskr. Again, the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities publication which spends a lot of time on these points—I 
have been connected with a great many organizations for 10 years 
which I have been active in, I have spoken, and I appeared and I at- 
tended a lot of meetings of that particular organization. I was a 
speaker on one occasion in Washington at the meeting that they 
conducted. 

Mr. Arens. You were a member, were you not, Mr. Dombrowski ? 

Mr. Domprowsxkt. I might have been, I don’t remember. It’s 
conceivable. 

Mr. Arens. And you know that it has been cited as subversive and 
Communist by the Attorney General of the United States. 

Mr. Domprowski. No; I’m not familiar with that, sir, but then 
there are 280 organizations on there, and I don’t know them. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know that Un-American Activities Committee 
cited it as follows? 

There can be no reasonable doubt about the fact that the National Federation 
for Constitutional Liberties—regardless of its high-sounding name—is one of 
the viciously subversive organizations of the Communist Party. 

Did you know that? 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. I didn’t know that to be a fact and I don’t know 
it now. 

Senator EastLanp. Were you affiliated with the organization? 

Mr. Domprowsx1. I don’t know, Senator. It’s possible that I con- 
tributed or wasa member. I don’t know. I did speak at it. I think 
a member of the Attorney General’s staff spoke on the same platform. 

Senator Easttanp. What are the facts about it? You spoke at it. 
What do you mean by that? 
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Mr. Domprowskl. I said that I spoke at a meeting sponsored by 
that organization in Washington many years ago. 

Mr. Arens. In 1944, you were listed as a member; were you not? 

Mr. Domprowsxt. As I say, it’s conceivable I was a member. I 
won’t say it’snot true. I just don’t remember. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been identified with People’s Institute of 
Applied Religion? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I have contributed to that organization if you can 
call it that. I believe he calls it a movement of applied religion. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know that it has been cited by the Attorney 
General of the United States as subversive and Communist ? 

Mr. Domprowski. No, sir; I didn’t know that, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been identified with the National Negro 
Congress ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskt. Well, now, I was a speaker at the Southern Negro 
Youth Congress, which I believe is a branch or had some connection 
undoubtedly. 

Mr. Arens. That comes later. You were on the advisory board of 
the Southern Negro Youth Congress? 

Mr. Domsrowsxt. That’s right and I was a speaker, too. 

Mr. AreNns. Let’s stick with the National Negro Congress for the 
moment. 

Senator Eastitanp. Another organization. 

Mr. Arens. What has been your identification with the National 
Negro Congress ? 

Mr. Domerowsk1. Offhand, I don’t remember. Its conceivable that 
I was a member, had a membership. 

Senator Easthanp. Do you just affiliate with organizations that 
come along and you do not remember whether you affiliate with them ? 

Mr. Domprowsxr. Senator, I am bei ‘ing truthful. 

Senator East.anp. I know. 

Mr. Domsrowskt. And if I remember, I have no hesitancy what- 
ever in saying it. 

Senator Easttanp. I am trying to find out what your policy is. 
Why do you take up with so many organizations like this? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. It may seem a little odd, but I have followed 
the practice if an organization has a program, has an objective 
and a program that seems to me a good one, I have not hesitated to 
contribute to it and that usually carries with it, I suppose, some con- 
notation of membership. I was never active in that organization to 
my knowledge. 

Senator Eastnanp. Which organizations of that character that you 
affiliated with have not been defined as Communist front 
organizations? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Senator, I could have answered that a lot easier 
a few years ago, but lately— jet’s see. I was in that Union Theologi- 
cal Seminary. I was a Soc ialist, but since I moved into the South 
there is no active Socialist Party, and I didn’t mean to become involved 
and you haven’t asked but we have got into my beliefs and opinions 
and I don’t mind saying that and you are not asking me this but I 
simply volunteer this an explanation of my views. 

I have been very active as a Democrat. I voted the Democratic 
ticket through the years, but now recently the chairman of this com- 
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mittee has dismissed all the Democrats as traitors, and the President 
of the United States and Gen. George Marshall. 

I was a member of the Armed Forces, served a year and a half, 
served overseas in the Air Force, and now the Army is under criticism. 

Senator EastLanp. We are getting into something that is entirely 
forel 12nN to the question. I asked you what or ganizat ions you affiliated 
with of that nature that have not been de fined as Communist by the 
Attorney General. Name them. 

Mr. Domprowsk1. The last part of the question was not included in 
the first question. 

Senator Easttanp. Name the organizations. 

Mr. DomprowskI. I have no objection. I belong to the American 
Legion. I am a life member of the Sigma Chi Fraternity. Tama 
life member of the National Council on Re ligion and Higher Educa- 
tion. I was a Rosenwald Fellow. As I say, I was brought up in 
the Methodist Church and to some people, Bishop Oxnam, one of its 
great leaders, is suspect, but is not listed on the Attorney General’s 
list certainly as yet. There aren’t too many. 

Senator EasrLtanp. Not too many. How many organizations are 
you affiliated with that the Attorney General of the U nited States has 
listed as subversive ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Senator, frankly, I don’t know. I read in the 
press recently that there were more than 200 organizations listed on 
that list. 

Senator Easruanp. Yes; and he is right about it. They are Com- 
munist-front organizations. 

Mr. DomprowskI. According to the Attorney General. That’s one 
man’s point of view, of course. As I understand the Attorney General 
has authority to list these organizations without any hearing. 

Senator Easttanp. And has the FBI and its investigations to guide 
him. 

Mr. Arens. On this National Negro Congress we have not only the 
Attorney General citing it as subversive and Communist; we have the 
Un-American Activities Committee, the California Committee on Un- 
American Activities, and the Massachusetts House Committee on 
Un-American Activities. 

Mr. DomprowskI. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Let’s take up another one. Southern Negro Youth 
Congress. You already indicated identification—— 

Mr. DomsrowskI. I was a speaker, and furthermore, I was arrested 
for violating a segregation statute at that meeting in Birmingham. 

Seni itor Eastianp. How many organizations is that? 

r. ArENs. Thus far we have five. 

se aoe EASTLAND. Proceed. 

Mr. Arens. Were you not on the advisory board of the Southern 
Negro Youth Congress ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I believe I was. I had some connection as a 
sponsor. Whether it was advisory board, I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. You know that it has been cited by the Attorney General 
of the United States, the Un-American Activities Committee. and the 
Un-American Activities Committee of California, as a Communist 
front? 

Mr. DoMsrowski. Mr. Chairman, of course, the Attorney General’s 
list only some two-hundred-odd. If you use as a source the House 
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Committee on Un-American Activities, it has condemned almost every 
liberal in this country at one time or another, including Mrs. 
Roosevelt. 

Mr. Arens. Let’s talk about the International Workers Order. 
What has been your identification with the International Workers 
Order? It is the sixth one I am talking about. What has been your 
identification with the International Workers Order ? 

Mr. Domprowski. Very, very slight. I may have made a contribu- 
tion to it, but I’m not sure. 

Mr. Arens. You signed a petition protesting the liquidation of the 
International Workers Order: did you not ¢ 

Mr. Domsrowskl. I believe I’ve vaguely; now that you mention, I 
believe I did. 

Mr. Arens. The State of New York was trying to drive the Inter- 
national Workers Order out of the State because the State of New 
York felt that it was a Communist organization; was it not? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I know they were having difficulties. There were 
forces trying to drive that organization out of existence. It’s prin- 
cipal function, as I understood it, was, it was a fraternal order with 
an insurance business primarily and served the people of foreign 
birth. If you notice, the organizations—I just don’t, Senator, indis- 
criminately join organizations, but I have not hesitated—there is a 
pattern of the organizations that I have belonged to. 

They have been of religious nature. Primarily it has been my 
training as a person trained to teach religion and as an educator. 
They have been of an educational nature or a religious nature, or 
having something to do with the civil rights. 

Senator Easttanp. And with a Communist flavor. 

Mr. DomprowskI. That is an unfair question. 

Senator Easrtanp. There are six organizations and every one of 
them have been defined as 3 Communist front. 

Mr. Arens. May I ask you this? When you signed this petition 
protesting the Gietobetion of the International Workers Order by the 
State of New York in a judicial proceeding, did you take into ac- 
count the fact that the International Workers Order had been cited 
as a subversive and Communist by the Attorney General of the United 
States; that it had been identified as one of the strongest Communist 
organizations by a former Attorney General of the United States; 
that it had been identified as a Communist organization, one of the 
most effective and closely knit organizations among the Communist 
organizations by the Un-American Activities Committee of the House : 
that it had been identified as an organization which purports to be a 
fraternal organization, but serves the Communist Party without devi- 
ation, by the California Un-American Activities Committee; that it 
had been cited as controlled by Communists by the Massachusetts 
House Commiitee on Un-American Activities; that it had been cited 
as an agency which was cooperating with the Communist Party by 
the Rapp- Coudert committee in 1942; that it is cited as subversive and 
un-American by the House Committee on Appropriations; that it was 
cited as a Communist front by the Pennsylvania Commonwealth 
Council before the reviewing board of the Philadelphia Board of 
Assistance; and it was found to be Communist-controlled by the State 
of New York? 
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Did you take all that into consideration when you signed this pe- 
tition protesting the liquidation of the IWO by the State of New 
York and requesting a dismissal of the liquide ition proceedings ? 

Mr. DomprowskI. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Senator, this may seem 
strange to your ears, but there are people in this country who are 
ch frightened by a label. I happen to be a student of my religious 
history and I know that everybody that has ever attempted to do 
anything for his fellowman has been abused and criticized and been 
called by whatever label happened to be the particular label at that 
time. ; 

They want to discredit his opinions, but they won’t attack the thing 
hat he is doing. I say this out of personal experience. For the first 
ime, I raise my voice a little but, I believe this so deeply: That 

imesion is losing what made it strong, that people have not been 
ifraid to express an opinion that is unpopular. You cite all of these 
people to have abused that organization. 

; Mr. Arens. They haven’t abused it. They have cited it after an 
nvestigation. 

Mr. Domerowskt. They call it by name and they don’t tell the 
people what the group does. I came into Tennessee from a theologi- 

al seminary and I joined an educational institution and it was 
branded by the press and vigilantes tried to destroy it, and it was a 
religious organization primarily trying to carry _ as I understood, 
the Judea-Christian tradition of a socialist gospel and doing it. All 
these charges were unfair and untrue and I have learned from bitter 
pel nal exper ience that you must judge aman or a program in terms 

‘f the Bible by its fruits, by what he does or says. 

Sen ator Easrianp. These agencies have investigated it and found 
it was a front for a conspiracy to overthrow and destroy this country. 
Its program was a fraud. That was a front. That was not its pro- 
gram. Its program was the destruction of America. 

Mr. Domprowsk1. The people that have criticized these groups— 

and the YMBC isa respect able organization with a lot of very eminent 
and fine people in it; yet one of their organization this morning has 
charged me and my organization with being a Communist front and 
it is absolutely untrue and I know from my own experience. 

Senator Easttanp. Proceed with the next one. 

Mr. Arens. Was this jury that convicted these 11 Communist 
traitors in New York City for whom you interceded composed of a 
bunch of vigilantes who were abusing innocent people, or, on the 
other hand, was it a fair and impartial judicial proceeding? 

Mr. Domsrowsxr. Mr. Chairman, I just mentioned that one inci- 
dent to explain to the Senator how a man who is not a Communist 
could have his name associated with a great many organizations which 
to most people are subversive and yet not be subversive. 

Senator Easttanp. Which your Government says is subversive. 

Mr. Domperowski. Yes, but you mention again Mr. Truman, and 
even one Senator has called our present President suspect, but cer- 
tainly the entire Democratic Party has been so characterized and 
these things to me, at any rate—I have long ago ceased to be impressed 
by what other people say. I make up my own 1 mind. 

Senator Easritanp. You do not think that the decision of the 
Attorney General acting in his official capacity with the FBI is 
worth something? 
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Mr. Domsrowsk1 (after conferring with counsel). Mr. Chairman, 
my counsel is trying to protect my strength and health. He tells me 
what I already know, that I don’t have to answer all these questions 
of belief and association, but I started this business with an open 
mind and a willingness to tell you, and I will proceed and answer 
your questions as long as you continue to put them to me. 

Mr. Arens. Will you kindly tell us about your identification with 
the American Committee for Indonesian Independence? Were you 
identified with that organization ! 

Mr. Domsprowskt. I can’t say for sure yes or no. It’s possible. 

Mr. Arens. Back in July of 1947 you were a sponsor for the Ameri- 
can Committee for Indonesian Independence, were you not? 

Mr. Domsrowskl. It’s possible. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know that the American Committee for Indo- 
nesian Independence after a careful impartial investigation by the 
California Committee on Un-American Activities was found to be a 
subsidiary of the Communist Party as a front organization to create 
support for the Indonesian revolution ? 

Mr. Domerowskxi. Sir, that particular organization recently 
branded the ACLU, American Civil Liberties Union, as such. It was 
quite a factor on Mr. Murrow’s program and he was branded as a 
Communist on the basis of that charge by that committee. 

Senator EasrLanp. However, the answer is you did not know it had 
been found as a Communist front! 

Mr. Domprowsk1. That is the answer. 

Mr. Arens. What has been your identification with the American 
Continental Congress for Peace? 

Mr. Domprowsxt. Well, sir, I don’t know. If it was peace I ver, 
probably would have joined it, if asked, but I don’t know whether 
I ever was or not. 

Mr. Arens. What if a bunch of conspirators that you and I would 
just agree here, if we could agree on anything, decided we were going 
to form a conspiracy but being conspirators we don’t want to be out 
in the open, so we are going to call our group a peace group. Would 
you join us? 

Mr. Smiru. 1 think it is a privileged question. I don’t think he 
should be subjected to this 

Senator Eastianp. I agree. 

Mr. Arens. What has been your identification with the Americai 
Continental Congress for Peace? 

Mr. Domesrowskt. Frankly, I don’t know. Conceivably as I said, 
though, if it’s for peace I probably was for it some way or another. 

Mr. Arens. You know, of course, do you not, that the American 
Continental Congress for Peace was cited by the Congressional Com 
mittee on Un-American Activity as “another phase in the Communist 
‘peace’ campaign aimed at consolidating anti-American forces 
thronaliont the Western Hemisphere” ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. No, I don’t. As I said, I don’t remember that I 
had anything to do with it. 

Senator Easttanp. You do not remember whether you were affili- 
ated with it or not? 

Mr. Domsrowsx1. No, I don’t. 

Mr. Arens. What has been your identification with the American 
Peace Crusade? 
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Mr. Domprowsk1. That I have been connected with. 

Mr. Arens. Tell us about your connection. 

Mr. Domsrowskt. I was one of the sponsors. I believe I still am. 

Senator EastLtanp. The American Peace Crusade, is it ¢ 

Mr. Arens. Yes. Did you know that the American Peace Crusade 

after a careful investigation was found in a re port of the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities on the March of Treason to be an 
organization which the Communists established as a new instrument 
for their “peace” offensive in the United States, which was heralded by 
the Daily Worker with the usual bold headlines reserved for projects 
in line with the Communist objectives ? 

Did you know that ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. No, sir. Would you like me to comment further 

on that ? 

Mr. Arens. I don’t want to preclude it. 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I will be happy to go on if you want me to, 

Senator Easruanp. Proceed. 

Mr. Domprowskr. As to that particular organization, I can speak of 
it because it is functioning now and Iam familiar withit. AsI under- 
stand that organization my reason for promoting it was that they were 

advocating an end to war ‘by negotiation and I think since then Presi- 
dent Eisenhower has done just that, and I think he deserves credit for 
doing it. 

Senator Easttanp. Did you know it to be a Communist-front or- 

ganization / 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. No, sir: I did not. 

Senator EastLanp. Proceed to the next one. 

Mr. Arens. What has been your identification with the Committee 

for Peaceful Alternatives to the Atlantic Pact ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. None that I know of, offhand, to the best of my 

recollection. 

Mr. Arens. Didn't you sign, or do you have a recollection of signing 

a letter addressed to the then President Truman on behalf of the 
Conference for Peaceful Alternatives to the Atlantic Pact ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I don’t recall that, sir. 

Mr. Arens. What has been your identification with the Conference 

on Constitutional Liberties in America ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I have answered one question by the committee 

or wasit? 

Mr. Arens. It is another organization. 

Senator Eastuanp. Has it been cited ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, but he does not have a recollection of it, so there 

is no use proceeding any further. 

Senator Eastuanp. Put it in the record. 

Mr. Arens. You have no recollection of identification with it ? 

Mr. Domprowskr. No, sir. Are you keeping score on this? Is ita 

matter of any consequence? 

Mr. Arens. Beg your pardon ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Are you keeping a box score. It is important to 
you definitely. 

Sen: itor Eastianp. I think it very important when a man affiliates 

with a dozen Communist-front organizations. 

Doctor, I think it is very significant. 
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Mr. Domsrowsk1. All right. I just wondered how much impor- 
tance you attached to this. Obviously you see I don’t attach too 
much importance to what people say about organizations because out 
of my own experience, Senator, I found that the people pick up what 
other people say and repeat hearsay. 

Senator Eastuanp. Yes, but these are organizations that have been 
found by competent authorities after investigation. 

Mr. Arens. You know how they do it. They find out the number 
of Communists in it who are in key positions, who have been identified 
as hard-core Communists who run the organization. What has been 
your identification with the World Peace Appeal / 

Mr. Domprowsk!. I am trying to remember. I would like my 
score to be as good as possible if it is important to you. Is that the 
organization that sponsors a peace petition ? 

Mir. Arens. It isthe World Peace Appeal. 

Mr. Domerowskr. Offhand, Senator, IT don’t know any connection. 

Mr. Arens. Don’t vou have any recollection of signing a document 
issued by the World Peace Appeal ? 

Mr. Domsrowskt. I don’t know, but if you mention the specific 
document, perhaps it would help me to identify it. 

Mr. Arens. A document endorsing the World Peace Appeal issued 
by the Peace Information Center. 

Mr. Domprowsk1. It’s quite possible. As I said, if it was an organ- 
ization for peace I probably did. 

Mr. Arrns. When you say it was an organization for peace, do you 
mean it was an organization that just says it is for peace, or an 
organization that is for peace ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. If it is for peace I would be interested in it. 

Senator Eastianp. Has it been cited? If it has, place it in the 
record. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know when you signed the petition, of the 
World P ace \ppeal that it had been cited by the ¢ oneressional (‘om- 
mittee on Un-American Activities as a Communist-inspired organ- 
ization or entity ? 

Mr. Domrrowskr. I couldn’t answer it truthfully, I did or did not, 
but it wouldn’t have made any difference to me. I would have gone 
right ahead and signed if what the petition said appealed to me. 

Mr. Arens. You would not take into account who may have in- 
spired it or who may be running the show ? 

Mr. Domprowsxr. No; my pote ience with the committee has been 
so bitter personally if they were against it I would be inclined to 
think it might have some special merit. 

Senator Eastnanp. Doctor, do you know Malcolm Cotton Dobbs? 

Mr. Domprowskr. Yes, sir. 

Senator Easttanp. Was he employed hy the Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare? 

Mr. Domprowskt. For a time; yes, sir. 

Senator Easttanp. What year? 

Mr. DomprowskI. I’m not sure, sir. I’d say somewhere in the late 
forties, early fifties, but I’m not sure; late forties perhaps. He was 
employed by me very briefly because he was in the Army, but before 
I came on the scene of the conference I believe he was emnloved hv 
the conference, but not by me. 
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Senator Easttanp. What were his duties ? 

Mr. Domprowski. I believe before I became connected with the 
organization—— 

Senator Easrianp. You said he was employed before you became 
connected with the organization ? 

Mr. Domprowski. My memory is hazy on this. I came with the 
Conference in 1942 so I believe that he was in charge of a youth 
division of the Conference. 

Senator EastLtanp. Youth division of the Conference / 

Mr. Domsrowssg1. I think so. 

Senator Easrtanp. I would like to know what his duties were in 
charge of the youth division. 

Mr. Domprowskxt. I am a little vague on that because I was not 
responsible for that program and he did become, however, an official 
of an affiliate of the Conference in Alabama. 

Senator Easttanp. Do you know whether or not he was a 
Communist ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I have no way of knowing; not to my knowledge. 

Senator EastLanp. He is now in Birmingham, i is he not? 

Mr. DomprowskI. I’m not sure. I haven’t heard from him for 
many years. I don’t know where he is; I don’t think he is in Birming- 
ham, but he may be. 

Mr. Arens. When you were with the Highlander Folk School over 
in Tennessee, did you receive funds from the Robert Marshall 
Foundation ¢ 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. I think I answered that. 

Mr. AreNns. Do you recall how much you received ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. You are speaking about the Conference Educa- 
tional Fund? 

Mr. Arens. What I want to know is how much money you received. 
the Highlander Folk School received, from the Robert Marshall 
Foundation. 

Mr. Domprowskti. Well, you see, I’m getting tired and I’m not fol- 
lowing you very well. No, sir; I couldn’t answer that because it has 
been 8 or 9 years since I have had anything to do with those and I 
wouldn’t remember, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Were you identified 

Mr. Domsrowski. I wouldn’t even testify that they had or had not. 
I haven't testified that the Highlander Folk School received money 
from the Robert Marshall Foundation. 

Senator East.anp. You testified as to the Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare. 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Yes, sir. 

Senator Eastuanp. He asked you about the Highlander Folk School. 
What is your answer? 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. I can’t remember whether they did or not. 

Mr. Arens. Were you identified with the Citizens’ Committee To 
Preserve American Freedoms in California some way ? 

Mr. arnt ski. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Arens. Have you signed any documents advocating that the 
House Comsielites on Un-American Activities be stopped, be dis- 
continued ? 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. I don’t remember, but I’d be in favor of it. 

Mr. Arens. How long ago was that ? 
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Mr. Domsrowsk1. If you want my opinion. 

Mr. Arens. How long ago was that that you expressed yourself in 
any formal statement or signature to some document ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I would be unable to answer it. 

Senator Eastianp. You did not think the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities has done very good work on uncovering com- 
munism ¢ 

Mr. Domsrowski. Sir, as I taxpayer I feel we could spend the 
money to betver advantage. 

Senator Easttanp. Do you want the Communist conspiracy un- 
covered ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I don’t believe that they have been too successful 
in their hunting. 

Senator Easttanp. Answer my question. Do you want the Com- 
munist conspiracy uncovered ? 

Mr. DomsrowskI. Senator, really that’s a privileged question. I 
have testified sufficiently about my personal eliefs, it seems to me. 

Senator Easttanp. Answer my question. 

Mr. Domprowskl. State it again. 

Senator Eastitanp. Do you want the Communist conspiracy un- 
covered ? 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. I think I am going to call a halt. I discussed 
communism enough. 

Senator Eastnanp. You are not going to answer that question? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I don’t say I won’t but obviously you have seen 
the democratic position that I hold and you have seen that I am a 
scholar. While I have answered readily and quickly the definition of 
communism is so broad and so vague I don’t know what you mean by 
it. A conspiracy is a very broad term. You have already condemned 
my organization as belonging in that category. 

Senator Easttanp. Answer my question. 

Mr. DomsrowskI. I can’t answer that intelligently. 

Senator Easttanp. Do you want the Communist conspiracy un- 
covered or not? It is just as simple as yes or no. 

Mr. Domprowskt. It may be to you. Maybe people don’t know 
what that means. 

Senator Eastitanp. Well, answer my question. I think I am being 
very fair with you. 

Mr. Domsrowski. You haven’t explained what you mean. 

Senator Eastnanp. Doctor, sationily , you know what communism is. 
Of course you do. 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I am not here as an expert on communism. 

Senator Easttanp. You know what the Communist conspiracy is. 
You know it has been illegal and convicted. I simply asked you 
if you wanted that conspiracy brought to light. 

Mr. Domprowskr. Are you asking me if I want the Southern Con- 
ference Educational Fund ¢ losed up? 

Senator Eastianp. No, sir; the Communist conspiracy. Do you 
want the Communist conspiracy uncovered ? 

Mr. Domprowsxr. Mr. C hairman, you don’t want anything uncov- 
ered which to me is bad, is wrong, which i is a threat to the security 
of this country or to any of the values that have made this country 
strong and great. 
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Senator Easrianp. Do you want anything uncovered that would 
threaten the security of the country ? 

Mr. Domerowsk1. That is true. 

Senator Easttanp. And you want the conspirators punished, do 
you not? 

Mr. Domprowskr. Well, anybody who has, whose acts have been trea- 
sonable and disloyal, it seems to me it would be reasonable to expect 
such a person to be punished. 

Senator Easrtanp. Yes, sir. Why did you sign the amnesty peti- 
tion for Dennis, Winston and all the Communist leaders? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I explained that in great detail. I signed a pe- 
tition for amnesty as mercy for people without consideration. 

Senator Easrtanp. That was even before they went to prison. 

Mr. Domeprowskt. I say that in every conceivable instance where 
men are accused of something and would have to suffer you judge 
what you do in terms of that particular incident. 

Senator Easti.anp. Any further questions ? 

Mr. Arens. No further questions. 

Senator Easrtanp. We will recess until 10 o’clock in the morning. 
(Therefore, the hearing recessed at 4:55 p. m. on Thursday, March 


1 


18, 1954, to reconvene at 10 a. m. Friday, March 19, 1954.) 
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FRIDAY, MARCH 19, 1954 


Unirep States SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE INTERNAL Security Act AnD Oruer INTERNAL 
Securiry Laws or THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
New Orleans, La. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to recess, at 10 a. m. in room 245, 
Post Office Building, New Orleans, La., Hon. James O. Eastland, 
presiding. 

Present: Senator Eastland. 

Also Present: Richard Arens, special counsel, and Frank W. 
Schroeder, and Edward R. Duffy, professional staff members. 

Senator Easr.anp. Gentlemen, we are going to have an executive 
session. 

(Whereupon, the committee proceeded in executive session and re- 
sumed the open hearing at 10:30 a. m., the same day.) 

Senator East ann. The committee will come to order. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Dombrowski, kindly resume the stand. 

Mr. James Dombrowski 


TESTIMONY OF JAMES A. DOMBROWSKI, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC., ACCOM- 
PANIED BY BENJAMIN E. SMITH, ATTORNEY AT LAW, NEW 
ORLEANS, LA.—Resumed 


Mr. Arens. Dr. Dombrowski you have previously been sworn and 
you are still under the subpena so it will not be necessary to swear you 
again. 

Doctor, a subpena was served on you yesterday to produce the lists of 
the contributors to the Southern Conference Educational Fund; is 
that correct? 

Mr. Domprowsk1 (after conferring with counsel). Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Have you procured that list and do you have that list 
for presentation to the idhccmabnes this morning? 

Mr. Smrru. Before we go into that question with Dr. Dombrowski, 
I feel it pertinent at this time for counsel to insert in the record certain 
objections to the subcommittee which I think the committee would like 
to hear. I am prepared to go ahead if you will allow me to. 

Senator Easrtanp. You may place your objections in the record. 
I judge they are the same as yesterday, are they not? 

Mr. Sarru. I will place them in the record, Senator Eastland, and 
refer to them simply by reference here. They are the objections that 

81 











82 SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC. 


I filed in the record yesterday, objections to the formation of this 
committee and subpenas issued, objections to the resolution forming 
this subcommittee. 

Senator EastLanp. Just place them in the record. 

(The following objections were placed in the record by reference :) 


1. This subcommittee has no jurisdiction under which to conduct this hearing 
by reason of the fact that the resolution creating it is null, void, and of no 
effect s 

2. The portion of the Senate Subcommittee on Internal Security conducting 
this hearing is an illegally constituted body, and hence has no jurisdiction under 
which to conduct this hearing. 

8. This subcommittee has no authority to subpena the books and records of the 
SCEF, Inc. 

1. This subcommittee has no authority to subpena the books and records of 
the SCEF, Inc., because: 

A. Such right or authority or any subpena issued thereunder is in violation 
of the first amendment to the Constitution of the United States. 

B. The SCEF, Inc., is an educational and public opinion organization par- 
ticularly well entitled to the protection of the first amendment. 

5. Since the resolution creating this subcommittee unconstitutionally provided 
for inquisitions and demands incompatible with the first amendment and is there- 
fore null, void, and of no effect, this committee is illegally constituted and has 
no jurisdiction to conduct this hearing. 

This subcommittee has unconstitutionally assumed unto itself the judicial 
powers reserved historically to the courts which assumption has violated the 
separation of powers doctrine of the Federal Constitution. 

7. This subcommittee has unconstitutionally assumed unto itself the judicial 
powers historically reserved to the courts which assumption has violated the 
separation of powers doctrine of the Federal Constitution inasmuch as the 
subcommittee 

A. Has abandoned any thought or intent of investigating the SCEF, Inc., 
for purposes of proposing future legislation. 

B. Announced its prejudgment of the SCEF, Inc., as “communistic” and “domi- 
nated by the Communist Party.” 

©, In the absence of any legitimate legislative purpose, intends to aid, further, 
and support, criminal prosecutions in State and Federal courts. 

Especially is this true when it is noted that press releases in recent days have 
called attention to the statements by Superintendent Grevemberg of the Louisiana 
State Police to the effect that members of his organization will attend the sub- 
committee hearings to determine whether or not there have occurred violations 


of the State anti-Communist statute. 

Senator Easttanp. Do you have any additional grounds? 

Mr. Smirn. Yes. 

Senator Easttanp. Place them in the record. 

Mr. Smrru. I do not have them typed, but I can give them to you 
shortly. The subpena issued yesterday to Dr. Dombrowski is im- 
proper not only on the grounds set forth because of violation of first 
amendment but because this subpena purports to be signed by William 
E. Jenner, acting chairman of the Senate Subcommittee on Internal 
Security, w hereas in fact and in truth Senator Jenner was nowhere 
near New Orleans yesterday and could not have signed the subpena. 

Obviously it was a subpena signed in blank. At the time Senator 
Jenner signed it he did not know what the subpena would be used for. 

Second, my objection is that the subpena is improper because of its 
broad terms, and I read the last sentence written in your own hand- 
writing, Senator Eastland: 


7. * * 


And all other records of any kind, character, or description. 


I attack the vagueness and the generality of that statement. 
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Senator Easttanp. That is all right. The objection is overruled. 

Mr. Arens. Now, come, Mr. Dombrowski, will you kindly answer 
the question: Do you have those records available for presentation 
to the subcommittee this morning ? 

Mr. Domeprowsk1 (after conferring with counsel). Mr. Arens, with 
all due respect to the committee and to the Congress of the United 
States, I must respectfully decline to produce the names of the 
contributors to our fund. 

Mr. Arens. No further questions, Mr. Chairman, at this time. 

Senator EastLanp. Step aside. 

Mr. Domprowskt. Mr. Chairman, may I make this one brief state- 
ment? I have been very patient here. I have served 4 or 5 con- 
secutive hours on the stand. I would just like to make one brief 
observation. 

Senator EastLanp. You may answer the question propounded to 
you. I am not interested in observations. You may stand aside. 

Mr. Domerowsk1. Will you permit me to discuss the activity of the 
fund for a brief minute ? 

Senator Easttanp. Mr. Marshal, will you have the witness leave the 
stand ? 

Mr. DomprowskI. You mean you refuse to let me discuss the fund ? 

Senator Eastuanp. Mr. Marshal. 

Mr. Smiru. Senator Eastland, is this witness excused ¢ 

Senator Eastianp. No. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I should like to cause this record made 
today to reflect a statement made by Georgi Dmitrov, one of the top 
world figures of the Communist Party. That statement is as follows, 
if I may quote it, sir. 

Senator Easrtanp. You may take the witness stand and testify. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
to the Subcommittee on Internal Security of the Judiciary Committee 
of the Senate of the United States will be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Arens. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF RICHARD ARENS, SPECIAL COUNSEL, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNAL SECURITY 


Mr. Arens. My name is Richard Arens and I have before me a 
quotation from Georgi Dmitrov who was one of the top world figures 
of the Communist Party. 

I submit this quotation for the record for a purpose which I feel is 
self-explanatory : 


As Soviet power grows, there will be a greater aversion to communist parties 
everywhere. So we must practice the techniques of withdrawal. Never appear 
in the foreground: let our friends do the work. We must always remember 
that one sympathizer is generally worth more than a dozen militant Communists. 
A university professor, who without being a party member lends himself to the 
interests of the Soviet Union, is worth more than a hundred men with party 
ecards. A writer of reputation, or a retired general, are worth more than 500 
poor devils who don’t know any better than to get themselves beaten up by the 
police. Every man has his value, his merit. The writer who, without being a 
party member, defends the Soviet Union, the union leader who is outside our 
ranks but defends Soviet international policy, is worth more than a thousand 
party members. * * * 
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Those who are not party members or marked as Communists enjoy greater 
freedom of action. This dissimulated activity which awakes no resistance is 
much more effective than a frontal attack by the Communists. Our friends 
must confuse the adversary for us, carry out our main directives, mobilize in 
favor of our campaigns people who do not think as we do, and whom we could 
never reach. In this tactic we must use everyone who comes near us; and the 
number grows every day. 

May I say, Mr. Chairman, that the source of this quotation is from 
The Yenan Way, by Eudocio Ravines, a former Comintern agent, 
published by Scribner’s in 1951. 

Senator Eastitanp. That will be admitted into the record. Who is 
your next witness? 

Mr. Arens. The next witness will be Mrs. Virginia Durr. 

Senator East.anp. Mrs. Durr, will you raise your right hand? Do 
you solemnly swear that the testimony that you are about to give the 
Subcommittee on Internal Secur ity of the Judici iary Committee of the 
Senate of the United States will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mrs. Dorr. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF VIRGINIA DURR, ACCOMPANIED BY JOHN P. KOHN, 
JR., ATTORNEY AT LAW, MONTGOMERY, ALA. 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself, by name, residence and 
occupation. 

Mr. Konn. Remain silent, Mrs. Durr. Be seated. Mr. Chairman 
of this subcommittee of the Senate of the United States, I would like 
at this time to get into the record the legal objections to this proceed- 
ing which I as sk permission to quietly ‘and dignifiedly relate to the 
reporter in this hearing. 

Senator Easrianp. Have you written them out? 

Mr. Koun. No, sir; but they are very brief and I can give them. 

Senator Eastrianp. All right, sir. 

Mr. Koun. She objects, first, to this proceeding—— 

Senator Eastianp. Please identify yourself. 

Mr. Koun. My name is John P. Kohn, K-o-h-n, Jr. I am a member 
of the bar of Montgomery, Ala., Bar Association and the American 
Bar Association and I am here and am now speaking as counsel for 
Mrs. Durr, the witness sitting at my right. 

Senator Eastianp. Proceed. 

Mr. Koun. We object, first, to the proceedings on the ground in view 
of what has happened since we have been before this hearing, that the 
subpena does are follow the authority of the resolution creating this 
committee and delegated to this committee, in that as the language of 
the subpena is so broad that it amounts to a fishing expedition and 
puts my client in a position to have her brain probed by an instru- 
mentality of the Government which she contends is against the first 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States and that part of 
it, sir, relative to her personal liberty. 

Second, she objects to this hearing on the grounds that this subcom- 
mittee does not consist of a quorum of the committee of the Senate 
delegated to conduct this hearing; and she would like by reference to 
incorporate in these objections the legal objections filed yesterday by 
Mr. Smith in behalf of his client. She does not and is not in any way, 
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shape, or form claiming benefits of the fifth amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

Ilowever, sir, she does invoke every other provision in the Bill of 
Rights to the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution 
of the United States, and at this time I ask you as her counsel to give 
her permission to read a short statement to this committee, and for 
the benefit of the record I call on all to bear witness to the fact that 
my demeanor is most respectful of this committee and I am not in 
any way shouting, or raising my voice. 

Senator Easrianp. That is right. The objection is overruled. 
Proceed. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupat ion. 

Mr. Koun. Justaminute. I have asked the permission of this com- 
mittee and I re-request that my client be allowed 

Senator EastLanp. I am going to take that under advisement. He 
has some questions he would like to ask. 

Mr. Koun. She is going to state in this committee, may it please 
the committee, why she is not going to testify. 

Senator Easrianp. All right. She is going to decline to testify. 
[I am certainly not going to permit her to read her own statement and 
refuse to answer questions. 

Mr. Koun. Did I understand you are not going to read her 
statement ? 

Senator Easruanp. If she is going to decline to answer questions, 
certainly. 

Mr. Koun. May Las her counsel get into the record ? 

Senator Easrtanp. No, sir. 

Mr. Koun. Without even knowing what it is? 

Senator Easrtanp. Get what in the record ? 

Mr. Koun. Her statement. 

Senator Easrianp. I do not want to hear her statement if she is not 
going to answer questions. 

Mr. Koun. She hasa right—— 

Senator Eastntanp. Just a minute, please. It will not be permitted 
to go into the record. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Senator Eastianp. Please sit down. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself, ma’am, by name, residence 
and occupation. 

Mr. Konn. She refuses to answer the question on the grounds that 
she would like to get her statement into the record, but that the sub- 
committee will not allow me as her counsel or her to state. 

Senator Easrianp. You state she would decline to testify and de- 
cline to answer questions but she desired to read a statement. I am 
not going to have any such proceeding as that. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself, by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

(At this point Mrs. Durr conferred with her counsel.) 

Mr. Arens. Is your name Mrs. Virginia Durr, D-u-r-r? 

Mrs. Durr. (No response.) 

Mr. Arens. Are you Mrs. Clifford Durr, D-u-r-r? 

Mrs. Durr. (No response.) 
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Mr. Arens. Have you submitted yourself to an oath before this 
Internal Security Subcommittee ? 

Mrs. Durr. (No response. ) 

Mr. Arens. Are you identified in any capacity with the Southern 
Conference Educational Fund, Inc. ? 

Mrs. Durr. (No response. ) 

Mr. Konw. Is it understood, Mr. Chairman, that she reiterate the 
objections that I have enumerated to every question up to now as 
the gentleman representing the committee asked her ? 

Mr. Arens. I don’t believe the record even shows that Mrs. Durr 
has engaged counsel. The only voice that it shows thus far is the 
voice of the counsel. 

Senator Eastitanp. The record shows counsel. Go ahead. 

Mr. Arens. Are you identified with the Southern Conference Edu- 
cational Fund ¢ 

Mrs. Durr. (No response.) 

Mr. Arens. Have you at any time been identified with the South- 
ern Conference for Human Welfare? 

Mrs. Durr. (No response.) 

Mr. Arens. Are you now or have you ever been a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Konn. At this time I would like permission to say: 

Senator Easritanp. Wait just a minute, please. Do you want to 
object to the question ? 

Mr. Koun. I wanted to object to the question with it thoroughly 
understood that she in her statement would have said that she is not 
invoking the fifth amendment of the Constitution. 

Senator EasrLanp. Wait just a minute, now. I want the witness 
to answer the question. 

Mr. Koun. The witness if she would be allowed to make her state- 
ment would say she is not invoking the fifth amendment and she is not 
a Communist and never has been. 

Senator Eastianp. Sit down. You wanted to make your own 
statement and subject your witness to questions. I am not going to 
permit that. I am not going to permit any self-serving statements 
and then have the witness decline to answer questions. 

Mr. Arens. May I repeat the question, Mr. Chairman. Are you 
now or have you ever been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Durr. (after conferring with counsel). No. 

Mr. Arens. In view of the fact that the witness has begun to testify. 
we may perhaps get on with some more testimony. 

Mr. Koun. We raise the same objections. 

Mr. Arens. Are you Virginia Durr. 

Mrs. Durr. (after conferring with counsel). Yes. 

Mr. ARENS. a you the wife of Clifford Durr? 

Mrs. Durr. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Are you identified or have you in the recent past been 
identified with the Southern Conference Educational Fund. I see 
you shaking your head now. 

Mrs. Durr. I am not answering. I stand mute. 

Mr. Koun. She is not answering counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now or have you ever been identified with the 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare? 
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Mr. Koun. It might save time, sir, to say that she is going to stand 
mute on all other questions before this hearing. 

Senator Easruanp. Proceed, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. Are you under Communist discipline ? 

Mr. Koun. With that exception. You answer that question. 

Mrs. Durr. No. 

Mr. Arens. I think that the record ought to reflect that counsel is 
answering these questions. 

Senator Easruanp. He has the right to advise. 

Mr. Koun. No; I didn’t testify. Iam advising my client and I am 
not testifying. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been identified with the American Com- 
mittee for Democratic Greece? 

Mrs. Durr. (No response.) 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been identified with the American Com- 
mittee for Spanish Freedom ? 

Mrs. Durr. (No response.) 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny the 
fact that in 1948 you were in attendance as a sponsor of a session by 
the Committee for a Democratic Greece ? 

Mrs. Durr. (No response.) 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact that you were one of the apuanne for the American Com- 
mittee for Spanish Freedom in 1946? 

Mrs. Durr. (No response. ) 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact that you were identified in 1951 with the American Peace 
Crusade ? 

Mrs. Durr. (No response.) 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny the 
fact that in 1940 and 1941 you were an active participant in the 
American Peace Mobilization ? 

Mrs. Durr. (No response.) 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact that you were one of the sponsors of the Citizens’ Committee 
to Free Earl Browder in 1942? 

Mrs. Durr. (No response.) 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny the 
fact that in 1946 you were identified as a sponsor of the Washington 
Committee of the Washington Conference To Win the Peace? 

Mrs. Durr. (No response.) 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact that in 1949 you were among the Committee of Women of the 
National Council of American-Soviet Friendship? 

Mrs. Durr. (No response.) 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
t he——. 

Senator Eastnanp. Ask the witness to confirm or deny or stand 
mute. 

Mr. Arens. May the record then, if counsel will agree, reflect that 
i she has stood mute on each of these questions which I have 
pose 
‘ Mr. 7 In answer to that, I say the record will have to speak 
or itself. 
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Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact or stand mute that in 1943 you were active in the National 
Federation for Constitutional Liberties? 

Mrs. Durr. (No response. ) 

Senator Easrianp. Will you answer the question ? 

Mrs. Durr. (No response.) 

Senator Easttanp. Will you answer the question? 

Mr. Kony. Is the gentleman directing his question to counsel or the 
witness ¢ 

Mrs. Durr. I stand mute. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to aflirm or deny 
the fact that in 1947 you were a member of the Southern Committee of 
the I ,eoples’ Institute of Applied Re ligion ? 

Mrs. Durr. (No response. ) 

Senator Easrtanp. What is the answer to that question ? 

Mrs. Durr. I stand mute. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact or to stand mute that in 1946 you were identified with the 
National Negro Congress ¢ 

Mrs. Durr. (No response. ) 

Senator Easrtanp. Answer that question. 

Mrs. Durr. I stand mute. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact or to stand mute that in 1942 you were identified with the 
United American Spanish Aid Committee ? 

Mrs. Durr. (No response. ) 

Senator EastLanp. Answer the question. 

Mrs. Durr. I stand mute. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact that you were a close associate of Mr. Joseph Gelders ? 

Mrs. Durr. (No response.) 

Senator EasrLanp. Let the record reflect what those organizations 
were. 

Mr. Arens. May I complete this one sentence, Senator, so that the 
record is clear? 

Who is and has been a leader of the Communist Party of the South, 
and these organizations to which I have alluded, and I have some more 
to which I shall allude, have been cited Communist or Communist 
fronts by an official agency of the Government of the United States. 
I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny the fact or to 
stand mute that in 1939 you were identified with the Spanish Refugee 
Relief Campaign which has been identified by the Un-American 
Activities Committee of the House of Representatives as a Communic! 
front ? 

Mrs. Durr. (No response.) 

Mr. Arens. Should I jus st wait a few minutes and then go on? 

Senator Easrianp. Will you answer the question ? 

Mrs. Durr. I stand mute. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact or stand mute that you hed your husband attended the World 
Congress of Intellectuals for Peace in Poland in August of 1948? 

Mrs. Durr. (No response.) 

Senator EastLanp. Will you answer the question ? 

Mrs. Durr. I stand mute. 
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Mr. Arens. And that the World Congress for Intellectuals has been 
cited as an instrumentality of the Soviet Union? 

Mrs. Durr. (No response.) 

Senator Easttanp. Will you answer the question ? 

Mrs. Durr. I stand mute. 

Mr. Arens. Will you tell the committee the persons in the Com- 
munist Party with whom you have had dealings who to your knowl- 
edge were Communists ? 

Mr. Koun. May I address the subcommittee ? 

Senator EasrnaNnp. Yes. 

Mr. Koun. I want to reiterate as her counsel her objections to the 
question and the reason for not answering the question because under 
the first amendment of the Constitution of the United States it pro- 
tects her from being brain-probed by any instrumentality of the 
Government relative to people she might know, or her political beliefs, 
or contents of her mind. 

Senator EastLaNnp. Communism is not a political belief. The Com- 
munist Party should be a crime under the statute of the United States. 
The objection is overruled. Will you answer the question? 

Mrs. Durr. (No response.) 

Senator Eastianp. Will you answer the question, Ma’am? 

Mrs. Durr. I stand mute. 

Senator Eastianp. I will ask you this question: Have you corre- 
sponded and sent money in checks, ranging from $5 to $20 to an 
officer of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mrs. Durr. I stand mute. 

Senator Easrtanp. Were you a subscriber to the Southern Record 
and its successor, The New South? 

Mrs. Durr. I stand mute. 

Senator Eastuanp. Did you help finance those organizations’ pub- 
lications by contributions? 

Mrs. Dorr. I stand mute. 

Senator Eastrianp. In the city of Washington did you attend a 
dinner with Mr. Alton Lawrence, your husband, and Mr. John Butler? 

Mr. Koun. May I address the committee? 

Senator Eastianp. Yes. 

Mr. Koun. I would like to reiterate for the benefit of the record 
her reasons for not answering the questions just directed to her on 
the grounds that it is an invasion of her personal liberty as protected 
by the ninth amendment of the Constitution. 

Senator Easritanp. That could not be well taken when I desire 
to go into what happened and what was said at the dinner. You 
know better than that. 

Will you answer the question, Ma’am ¢ 

Mrs. Durr. I stand mute. 

Senator Eastianp. Did you attend a council meeting at the home 
of one Alton Lawrence of Bessemer, Ala., in 1942? 

Mrs. Durr. I stand mute on the grounds of the objections raised 
by my counsel. 

Senator Eastianp. Did you arrange for a man named Gelders to 
meet and confer with Mr. Justice Black ? 

Mrs. Durr. I stand mute on the grounds of the objections raised 
by my counsel. 


45629—55——_7 
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Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact that in 1940 in the month of November you were a member 
of a committee which went to the Washington, D. C., Metropolitan 
Police Department to protest the arrest and fingerprinting of Morris 
Tepping and Gene Wallach ? 

Mrs. Durr. I stand mute for the reason raised by my counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know Morris Tepping and Gene Wallach? 

Mrs. Durr (after conferring with counsel). I stand mute on the 
grounds raised by my counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know a man by the name of John Butler? 

Mrs. Durr. I stand mute on the grounds raised by my counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know a man by the name of Paul Crouch? 

Mrs. Durr. I stand mute on the grounds raised by my counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, in the presence of this witness I re- 
spectfully suggest that Mr. Paul Crouch be called forward. He has 
previously been sworn in the record. 

Senator Easrianp. Mr. Arens, with respect to this testimony of 
Mr. Crouch, I w - you to go into all phases of what you are going to 
ask him about. I do not like to put a man on piec emeal. 

Mr. Koun. May I address the committee? In view of what has 
developed before this hearing, I respectfully request as counsel for 
Mrs. Durr the right of cross-examination of this witness. 

Senator EastianD. I cannot permit counsel for a person who is in 
contempt of the committee to cross-examine or participate in the 
hearings. 

Mr. Kony. We are still before the tribunal. 

Senator EastLanp. Yes; I understand. But you are in contempt 
of the committee. I will not permit you to cross-examine. Proceed. 

Mr. Koun. May I make one more statement, sir, one more 
observation ¢ 

Senator Eastianp. I do not want an observation. 

Mr. Konn. A request that this committee will take a judicial knowl- 
edge of the fact and put into the record that this witness is an 
ex-convict. 

Senator Easttanp. Wait just a minute, please. Sit down. That 
is self-serving. I want to go into that phase of it first, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that this record 
show reprimand of this counsel when he proceeds against a witness 
who has not yet testified. 

Senator EasrLanp. It is plainly self-serving. Proceed. 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF PAUL CROUCH 


Mr. Arens. Mr. Crouch, you have on this record been identified 
and have given your background as a former high-ranking member 
of the Communist Party; is that correct ! 

Mr. Croucn. That is ¢ orrect, Mr. Arens. 

Senator EasTianp. Are you an ex-convict, Mr. Crouch ? 

Mr. Croucn. I am not am ex-convict in the legal sense of the term. 
I have never in my life been convicted of any “felony and legally I 
cannot be described by anyone as an ex-convict. I was court- martialed 
under the 96th Article of War for organizing a Communist organiza- 
tion in the United States Army which legally is a misdemeanor and 
does not reflect the term ex-convict, and I could not have been con- 
fined in any Federal or State penitentiary under that sentence. 
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It was for Communist activities in the United States Army that I 
was court-martialed in April 1925. 

Senator Easttanp. Were you a member of the United States Army ? 

Mr. Crovucn. I was. 

Senator Easttanp. What was your rank? 

Mr. Croucn. I was a private in the United States Army, regimental 
supply clerk, 2ist Infantry, at Schofield Barracks. 

Senator Easttanp. What year was that? 

Mr. Crovucn. 1925, Senator. 

Senator Eastnanp. You are now employed by the Immigration 
Service ? 

Mr. Croucn. Yes, sir; and have been so employed for two and a 
half years, by the Immigration and Naturalization Service of the 
Department of Justice. 

Senator Eastianp. In what cases has the Attorney General of the 
United States used you as a witness? 

Mr. Croucn. The Attorney General of the United States has had me 
called as a witness in the perjury trials of Harry Bridges and William 
Remington and four Smith Act trials: In Honolulu, Hawaii; Seattle, 
Wash.; Baltimore, Md.; and St. Louis, Mo. 

Mr. Arens. You are engaged by the United States Immigration 
Service as consultant on communism, is that correct ? 

Mr. Croucn. That is correct. 

Senator Eastrtanp. The Attorney General of the United States has 
vouched for your veracity. That is what that means. Proceed, Mr. 
Arens. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Crouch, during the time of your service as a member 
of the Communist Party, did you have the occasion to make the 
acquaintanceship of Mrs. Virginia Durr who is the wife and who has 
identified herself as the wife of Clifford Durr? 

Mr. Croucn. Yes, sir; I had occasion in three ways to make that 
acquaintance. 

Mr. Arens. Wait just a moment. You did make the acquaintance- 
ship ? 

Mr. Croucn. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did you also have the occasion to make the acquaintance- 
ship of her husband, Clifford Durr? 

Mr. Croucn. I do not recall talking with him, but I have seen him on 
several occasions, when I was with the Communist Party. 

Senator Easttanp. I am going to let Mrs. Durr stand aside tempo- 
rarily. 

Mrs. Durr. I don’t care at all. I liked being here. 

Senator Easttanp. All right. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Crouch, proceed in your own way, if you please, 
to relate to this subcommittee the conditions and circumstances sur- 
rounding your acquaintanceship with Mrs. Durr, and any dealings 
that you had with her. 

Mr. Croucn. When I arrived at Birmingham, Ala., in 1938 and took 
over the mailing and subscription list of the Communist magazine, the 
New South, Mrs. Clifford Durr, whose address was Alexandria, Va., 
and, if I recall, it was Seminary Hill, or something like that, was a paid 
subscriber to the Communist Party paper and was listed on the card 
as a financial contributor, and the books I took over showed that she 
made financial contributions to the Communist press. 











92 SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC. 


During the period 1938 and 1939, I was the editor. I received 
communications and correspondence from her from time to time and 
contributions to the Communist press ranging from $5 to $20. During 
this period, I received frequent reports in Communist Party meetings 
with reference to Mrs. Durr. 

Senator Eastuanp. You received contributions you said, of $5 to 
S20 from her? 

Mr. Crovucu. From Mrs. Virginia Foster Durr of Alexandria, Va. 

Senator Easrianp. Did they come through the mail? 

Mr. Croucu. Came through the mail. 

Senator Easrianp. Did you give her a receipt? 

Mr. Croucn. Yes, sir; I mailed her receipts. 

Senator Easttanp. What did your paper do? Did they issue a 
subscription card? What did you do with a subscriber ? 

Mr. Croucn. We had a filing card system showing all of the paid 
subscribers and people who for special reasons were on the compli- 
mentary list and we had a card giving her name and address in the 
top left-hand corner, notations that she was a paid subscriber, and a 
notation in code that she was a financial contributor to the paper; and 
this card, the original, of her address and her husband’s are now in the 
possession of the United States Government and have been since Janu- 
ary of 1950, as they were introduced as exhibits in the perjury of 
William Remington. Photostats showing the paid subscription card 
of Mrs. Durr and showing that she was a financial contributor of the 
Communist paper was turned over by me to this committee in another 
hearing relating to the Communist underground press in the 
Carolinas. 

It has been examined by the investigators of this committee and my 
understanding is that the original was returned to the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, which has photostats, and the Federal Government 
has the original of the card that was made at the time in the late 1930’s 
showing her as a paid subscriber, as a financial contributor to the 
Communist paper. 

Senator Eastitanp. Proceed, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any other circumstances or facts to relate 
out of your experience as a former member of the Communist Party, 
sir? 

Mr. Croucu. Yes; considerable. 

Mr. Arens. Will you kindly proceed at your own pace to supply 
that information to the subcommittee ? 

Mr. Crovucn. Mrs. Durr was the subject of many reports, official 
reports, given at Communist Party meetings I attended. Reports 
were given by Joseph S. Gelders; Rob F. Hall; John P. Davis, an 
attorney of Washington, D. C.; Lem Harris, head of the Agricultural 
Commission of the Central Committee of the Communist Party; 
Earl Browder, general secretary of the Communist Party, all reflecting 
activities of Mrs. Durr in connection with aiding the Communist 
movement, reports that showed that her home and the home of her 
husband, Clifford Durr, was a frequent meeting place for the people 
connected with top Soviet espionage and infiltration of the United 
States Government in Washington, D. C. 

Senator Eastianp. I want to ask you this question, Mr. Crouch: 
You have no proof that Mrs. Durr is a Communist Party member? 
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Mr. Crovucn. No, sir; I doubt very much that she is or ever has been. 
Mr. Konn. Then, sir 
Senator Easttanp. Wait just a minute. 

Mr. Koun. I am sorry. 

Senator Eastuanp. We are examining another witness. Proceed. 

Mr. Koun. May I address the committee? 

Senator Easttanp. Wait just a minute, please, sir. 

Mr. Koun. I want to raise an objection. 

Mr. Arens. On the basis of your background and experience in the 
Communist Party, would you say that Mrs. Durr accepted Communist 
Party discipline and was under Communist Party discipline? 

Mr. Crovcu. Yes, sir, and she went beyond that; she plotted with 
the Communist leaders to exploit her relationship as sister-in-law of a 
Justice of the Supreme Court in the interests of the World Communist 
conspiracy and interest of overthrowing our Government. 

Mr. Arens. As to the Communist apparatus, Mr. Crouch, would 
you again clarify for the purpose of the record the procedures that 
the high echelon of the party used to keep people under discipline 
and yet not have them identified as actual card-carrying Communists? 

Mr. Croucu. The Communist Party in addition to its known Com- 
munists, in addition to the rank and file who are protected by various 
means, but have paid dues, has various strata of important people at 
high levels who accept party discipline, who work with the Communist 
Party, who cooperate consciously in its activities for a limited or 
wide range of purposes, who are so important to the Communist move- 
ment that in some cases they are attached as members at large and 
pay dues to one national official or attached to a district and pay dues 
to one official, and in some cases they are so important and especially 
the people who are connected with the Soviet espionage apparatus 
that they don’t even pay dues to anyone, but simply are recognized—— 

Mr. Arens. Was Alger Hiss an illustration of that type of an agent, 
to your knowledge? 

Mr. Crovcn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. He did not have a card, but he was in an apparatus; is 
that correct ? 

Mr. Croucn. The record so shows. I didn’t personally know Mr. 
Hiss. I knew Whittaker Chambers, however, very well and worked 
with Whittaker Chambers for many years. 

Mr. Arens. Proceed. 

Mr. Croucn. When the Southern Conference for Human Welfare 
was first plotted by Joseph S. Gelders, Rob F. Hall, and myself, it was 
decided by the three of us, and later submitted to Earl Browder and 
approved by him, that we should attempt to have as the two featured 
speakers, to deceive the public and lure in intellectuals, professionals, 
and ministers, and people of that category, the two prominent names 
that we selected, the wife of the President of the United States, and 
Justice Black of the Supreme Court and to do this, first of all, Mr. 
Gelders went to Hyde Park to spend a weekend in the spring or sum- 
mer and the exact date of that weekend can be ascertained by the fact 
that royalty from Europe was also a guest of the President and Mrs. 
Roosevelt at that time. 

Gelders succeeded in addressing Mrs. Roosevelt who did not suspect 
him of being one of the top Soviet Communist agents in America and 
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regarding him as a loyal American. Mr. Gelders convinced Mrs. 
Roosevelt that she should come down and speak at a conference that 


he would organize and in a conversation with President Roosevelt 
while the President was seated in his automobile at Hyde Park con- 
vinced the President, who never su spec ted Gelders of disloyalty, much 
less of being a top Soviet agent, convinced the President that he should 
agree to write a letter of greetings. 


Then on the way back to Birmingham, Gelders stopped with Mrs. 
Virginia Foster Durr in Washington, D.C. 

Senator East.anp. Do you know what you are saying is a fact? 

Mr. Crovcu. I know that the directives for this were given at a 
secretariat meeting to Gelders when he left for New York and Wash- 
ington. On his return to Birmingham, he made a report to Rob F. 
Hall and myself that this was done, and the events which followed 
shortly after definitely established that this had been done by Gelders. 

Continuing, Gelders reported that in Washington, D. C., Mrs. Vir- 
ginia Foster Durr arranged a meeting for him to meet with Justice 
Black of the United States Supreme Court, that he had obtained an 
agreement by Justice Black to speak before the Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare, which was to be set up to accept a Jefferson award, 
an idea created by Rob F. Hall, Gelders, and myself and then armed 
with the magic of names like Mrs. Roosevelt, a letter from the Presi- 
dent that had been promised, and a scheduled address by a Justice of 
the Supreme Court, the Communists were able to send out its organ- 
izers throughout the South, Gelders and people working with him, to 
bring highly respected university professors in, ministers, loyal Ameri- 
cans, did not suspect that the conference that they attended in 1938 was 
planned and conceived with the aim of getting a wedge in the South 
and leading to the overthrow by violence and force, an insurrection 
ultimately, of the Government of this great Nation. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any other information which you should 
like to supply the subcommittee with reference to Mrs. Durr? 

Senator Eastianp. Ask him questions about his dealings with Mrs. 
Durr. I want to hear what dealings he has had directly with her, 
if any. 

Mr. Croucn. My dealings directly with her were receiving her re- 
newal of subscription to the Communist paper I edited, of receiving 
financial contributions, of receiving notes of commendation on various 
articles that appeared, and meeting her personally and being intro- 
duced to her by Joseph Gelders at the Southern Conference for Hu- 
man Welfare in the presence of several other people, some members 
of the Communist Party, and some were not. 

We talked in generalities for 10 or 15 minutes on one occasion when 
I talked with her personally. 

I know also that she took an active part of the Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare at Birmingham in November of 1938 and re- 
mained an active leader in the organization throughout the period 
of my membership in the Communist Party. 

Senator Easttanp. Are there any further questions? 

Mr. Arens. No further questions of Mr. Crouch, Mr. Chairman. 

I respectfully suggest that Mr. John Butler be requested to return 
to the witness stand. 

Mr. Konn. May I address the chairman ? 
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Senator Eastland, as counsel for Mrs. Durr, I as dignifiedly and 
courteously as I know how—I wanted and did arise for the purpose 
of objecting to the testimony given by —— 

Senator Easttanp. Mr. Kohn—— 

Mr. Konn. Lam making a motion to exclude his testimony. 

Senator EastLanp. I understand that. You have placed yourself 
beyond the purview of this inquiry. You placed your client in con- 
tempt of the Senate of the United States. 

Mr. Konn. I haven't placed her anywhere. 

Senator Easrianp. Yes, you have. I do not want to hear from 
you. Call Mr. Butler. 

Mr. Koun. I can’t make my motion ¢ 

Senator Eastianp, If your client will answer questions that are 
propounded, I will be glad to let her make a statement. I think she 
should testify in the light of that conversation, that testimony, but she 
is your client and as long as she stands mute and refuses to answer 
questions she is in the contempt and we will have nothing to 

Mr. Koun. May I ask the gentleman one question? Do I under- 
stand that the Chair is saying I should sit in the chair passively from 
here on out? 

Senator Easritanp. Of course, you cannot raise an objection. You 
are in contempt of this committee. 

Mr. Konn. I am? 

Senator EasttaNnp. Your client is. You have nothing to do here. 

Mr. Kon. She has the right of counsel. 

Senator Eastianp. She has the right of counsel to advise with her, 
and you have advised with her. I am not going to let you have any- 
thing to do with this hearing as long as your client is in contempt of 
this committee, and she is in contempt of this committee on your 
orders. That is all there is to that. 

Mr. Koun. That isa conclusion of the chairman. 

Senator Eastianp. Wait just a minute, please. Sit down. 

Mr. Konun. There is no evidence 

Senator Eastianp. Sit down, please. 








FURTHER TESTIMONY OF JOHN BUTLER 


Mr. Arens. Mr. Butler, you have previously been sworn on this 
record ? 

Mr. Burier. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And you have previously on this record identified your- 
self as a former member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Butter. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. During the course of the time that you were a member 
of the Communist Party, did you have occasion to make the acquaint- 
anceship of Mrs. Virginia Durr who occupies the principal witness 
chair in this proceeding ? 

Senator Eastianp. I want to ask a question. When did you join 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Butter. It was in 1941. 

Senator EasTLanp, 1941? 

Mr. Butter. Yes. 

Senator Eastianp. Where were you living then? 


Mr. Butuer. I was in Bessemer, Ala. 
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Senator EastLanp. By whom were you employed ! 4 

Mr. Butter. By the Republic Steel & Iron Co. 

Senator EastLanp. How long were you employed by them ? 

Mr. Butter. Twenty-eight continuous years. 

Senator EastLanp. Did you live in Bessemer all that time ? 

Mr. Butter. All that time. 

Senator Easttanp. Why did you join the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Butter. Well, Mr. Senator, why I joined it, the Communist 
Party got our labor organizations in Birmingh: um, Ala., or the area of 
Birmingham and Bessemer, and we was having a lot of trouble, labor 
trouble, and everybody was pointing their finger and saying, this is 
Communist and that’s Communist and nobody knew they were, nor 
what they were doing, and I went along with the party. They was 
into the Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers. 

Senator Eastnanp. You were a member of the Mine, Mill and 
Smelter Workers Union, CIO? 

Mr. Butter. That’s right. 

Senator Easruanp. Was it or was it not a Communist union? 

Mr. Butier. Well, I’ll say it was a Communist dominated. 

Senator EastLanp. Communist-dominated ? 

Mr. Burter. Yes, sir. 

Senator Eastuanp. Did the head of your local recruit you into the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Butter. I was the head of the local. I was the president of 
local 121 for 5 years. 

Senator EasTuanp. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Butter. And our coordinator or our international representa- 
tive, Alton Lawrence, was the one. Allen D. McNeil 

Senator Easruanp. Who is Alton Lawrence? 

Mr. Butter. He was our coordinator or international representative 
sent or hired by our international union which at this time was in 
Denver, Colo. 

Senator EastLtanp. Was he a Communist? 

Mr. Butter. Yes. 

Senator Easrtianp. Was his wife a Communist? 

Mr. Buruer. Yes. 

Senator EasrLanp. They were party members ? 

Mr. Butter. They was party members. 

Senator Easrianp. How do you know? 

Mr. Butter. I was a Communist Party member and came to various 
party meetings with them. 

Senator Easrianp. Were they open meetings or closed ? 

Mr. Butter. No; they was ¢ losed meetings. There was no one there 
but party members. 

Senator Eastianp. Was that a cell in your union ? 

Mr. Butier. That was a cell in our union. In other words, they 
was working and all of the labor organizations, different, various 
locals, various local unions of the Republic Steel, Tennessee Coal & 
Iron Railroad Co., Woodward, Sloss, and all of them. was having the 
same trouble with this Communist goal and nobody could find out 
who they was, and what their purpose was, and what they were doing, 
so I go along with them for about—well, it taken me from 1940 to 
1941 to confidence them that I would make a good party member, and 
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in 1941 Alton Lawrence finally one afternoon called me and said, 
“Do you want to go to a meeting tonight?” and I said, “What meet- 
ing?” I knew we had no union meeting scheduled. It was out of 
the contrary. There was no scheduled union meeting. I said, “What 
meeting are you talking about, Al?” 

He said, “Well, I’m going to take you over to a party meeting to- 
night.” 

I said, “party meeting?” 

He said, “Yes.” He said, “Meet me down at the office at 6 o’clock 
and we'll go over.” 

I met him, went with him. We went to Mike Ross’ house over in 
Broadmoor—that’s just out of town there in Bessemer, walked in and 
there was 20 or 25 of them there, who I knew most of them by name 
present. 

Senator Easrtanp. Were they Communist Party members? 

Mr. Burisr. Yes; they was Communist Party members. 

Senator Easrianp. You say you can call them by name? I am going 
to take that in executive session. Proceed. 

Mr. Butter. I can call off a half dozen of their names. 

Senator Easruanp. Proceed. I will take it in executive session. 

Mr. Burier. Alton got up at this home of Mike Ross’ and said, 
“Comrades, I want you to meet Comrade Butler. I have tried him 
and I have tested him. He’ll make a good party member and I intro- 
duce him to you as a member.” 

Senator Easrianp. Did he give you a card? 

Mr. Butter. No; they didn’t give me a card, but I paid dues in the 
Communist Party under the name of John Ball. 

Senator Easruanp. John Ball? 

Mr. Butter. John Ball. I was never registered as John Butler 
and I paid my dues to Rob Hall. Well, sometimes I’d give them to 
Al, Alton Lawrence, and in turn he would give them to Bob Hall. At 
this meeting this night—I'll name those people or the amount of them 
Ican. I don’t believe I can call all their names. 

Senator Easritanp. No; I would rather go into that in executive 
session as to the names. 

Mr. Burger. Okay, sir. 

Senator Eastitanp. Proceed, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. There was a question which I shall repeat. 

During the course of the time you were a member of the Communist 
Party, did you have the occasion to make the acquaintanceship of Mrs. 
Virginia Durr, the lady who occupies the principal witness chair in 
this courtroom ? 

Mr. Burter. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Arens. Will you kindly tell where and when you met Mrs. 
Durr ? 

Mr. Butter. The first time I ever met Mrs. Durr was in Bessemer, 
Ala. She was visiting Alton Lawrence’s home. She was around 
there. Id say I seen her a couple of three times. 

Mr. Arens. When was that? 

Mr. Buriser. That was the latter part of 1941 or the first, I'll say, of 
1942. 

Mr. Arens. What were you doing there ? 

Mr. Butter. What wasI doing there? At Alton Lawrence’s home? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 
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Mr. Butter. I visited Alton Lawrence’s home very often. I didn’t 
meet her first at the home. I met her down at the international office. 

Mr. Arens. International office of what? 

Mr. Burier. Of the Mine, Mill, and Smelter Workers. She came 
down with Alton and Ida Lawrence, who was Al’s wife, and they 
introduced her to me as Mrs. Virginia Durr. 

Mr. Arens. And were both Mr. Alton Lawrence and his wife mem- 
bers of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Butter. Yes, they was, and this night—it was on a Tuesday 
night; I remember real well because it was a scheduled regular coun- 
cil meeting, and Mrs. Durr, she spoke this night at my meeting at 
the council. I gave her the floor and she made a talk. 

Mr. Arens. And she spoke as what, a representative of some organi- 
zation, or in her individual capacity ? 

Mr. Butter. I guess I’d say individual capacity. She didn’t name 
any organization; only she was there. 

Senator Eastitanp. You say she spoke at a council meeting. You 
do not mean to say that was a Communist meeting ? 

Mr. Burier. No, I mean to say that was our labor organization. 

Senator Eastianp. It was a labor union meeting? 

Mr. Butter. Labor union meeting; that’s right. 

Senator Eastianp. She did not pose as a Communist ? 

Mr. Butter. She didn’t; no. 

Mr. Arens. And you had never been in a closed party meeting with 
Mrs. Durr? 

Mr. Burter. No; never been with Mrs. Durr. 

Mr. Arens. Has she ever been identified to you as a Communist ? 

Mr. Burier. Well, not definitely, no, but Alton Lawrence, myself, 
her husband, we had supper in Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Arens. And when was that? 

Mr. Butier. That was in 1942, the last of 1941, or the first of 1942, 
I don’t know those dates. I didn’t make any notes to keep up with it, 
but we did have dinner together, her, her husband and myself and 
Alton and her and Alton Lawrence, which was a party member, I 
know, she talked along the party line, but I was never definitely told 
that she was a party member. 

Senator Eastianp. You would not attempt to testify that she has 
ever been a Communist Party member? 

Mr. Butter. No, no; I won’t say that. 

Mr. Arens. When you say that the conversation in Washington at 
this dinner was along party lines, what do you mean? Could you 
elaborate on that? 

Mr. Buruier. Well, I will. I heard Earl Browder’s name spoke of, 
which we know he was a Communist leader. 

Mr. Arens. Of course, anti-Communists could speak of Earl 
Browder. 

Senator Eastianp. Who spoke of Earl Browder? 

Mr. Burier. Well, Lawrence did and her conversation was directed 
with Alton Lawrence. 

Senator Eastianp. I cannot hear you. 

Mr. Burter. Her and Alton’s conversation—they was the one. I 
done the listening. They was the ones that done the talking. They 
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was talking of various names of the party. I remember that very 
distinctly. 

Senator Easrtanp. Who was talking of names of the party ? 

Mr. Butter. Mr. Durr, Alton and Mrs. Durr. 

Senator Eastnanp. Yes; talking of names in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Butter. Yes; talking of names of who was members of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Did they discuss Communist Party programs and 
activities ? 

Mr. Butter. Yes; that was the basis of their discussion. It was 
Communist procedure that they was going through with. 

Senator Eastianp. You say Mr. Lawrence was a Communist ? 

Mr. Butter. I do. 

Senator Eastianp. You never heard him say that Mrs. Durr was 
a Communist ? 

Mr. Butter. No; definitely no. 

Mr. Arens. Alton Lawrence actually recruited you into the party? 

Mr. Burier. Yes. He’s the one that carried me in the party. He’s 
the one who introduced me to the party. 

Senator Eastianp. I am going to have an executive session. Call 
Mr. Myles Horton. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Myles Horton. 

Mr. Koun. Are we excused from the witness stand ? 

Senator Easrtanp. Temporarily, yes, sir. I excused you a few 
minutes ago. ° 

Mr. Burier. Mr. Senator, I would like to make those remarks if I 
will be allowed. 

Senator Eastianp. Sir? 

Mr. Burter. I would like to make those remarks if I would be 
allowed. Yesterday I spoke to Mrs. Durr and she said, “Don’t you 
speak to me, you bastard,” and she said, “You better not ever go back 
to Bessemer, Ala., and if you do, they are going to get you.” 

Senator Eastianp. We will take that in executive session. 

Mr. Butter. I would like to tell you I am going back to Bessemer 
as soon as I leave here. 

Senator EastLanp. We want to go into executive session. 

(Whereupon, at 11:30 a. m., Friday, March 19, 1954, the committee 
proceeded into executive session to reconvene in open session at 2 
p.m. the same day. ) 

AFTERNOON SESSION 


Senator Eastianp. The committee will come to order. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, there were two witnesses who were under 
subpena concerning whom doctor’s certificates or letters have been 
received by the subcommittee. 

I respectfully suggest that the communications pertaining to these 
witnesses be incorporated into the record and that they be excused 
from appearance during this session of the subcommittee. 

The first witness was Mr. A. W. Taylor, who has a doctor’s certifi- 
cate. The second witness is Thomas Dean Ludwig, who has a com- 
munication sent from a medical center from Tennessee. 

Senator Eastianp. They will be excused and the telegrams will be 
placed in the record. 
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(The communications referred to follow :) 


NASHVILLE 5, TENN., March 12, 1954. 
To Whom It May Concern: 

I have been treating Mr. A. W. Taylor since 1951 for a condition of his legs. 
He has a rather severe arteriosclerosis and has had considerable difficulty with 
the skin of his lower extremities because of a circulatory impairment. He 
consulted me today to get my opinion, if he should try to make a trip to New 
Orleans in his present condition. I feel that this would be unwise medically. 


FRANK W. WITHERSPOON, M. D. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., March 12, 1954. 
Hon. WILLIAM E. JENNER, 
Chairman, Senate Subcommittce on Internal Security: 


Thomas Dean Ludwig is patient at this hospital with acute herniated inter- 
vertebral disk. Will be impossible for him to appear before your committee at 
New Orleans, La., on March 16 as he is unable to travel. 

MANAGER, 
Veterans’ Administration Center, Mountain Home, Tenn. 

Senator Eastitanp. Who is your first witness ? 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Aubrey Williams. 

Senator Easrtanp. Mr. Williams, will you hold up your hand and 
be sworn. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony that you are 
about to give the Internal Security Subcommittee of the Judiciary 
Committee of the Senate will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God. 

Mr. WituraMs. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF AUBREY W. WILLIAMS, PRESIDENT, SOUTHERN 
CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC., ACCOMPANIED BY 
CLIFFORD J. DURR, ATTORNEY AT LAW, MONTGOMERY, ALA. 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Durr. Mr. Chairman, before the questioning begins may I 
make some jurisdictional objections ? 

Senator Eastianp. I want the witness to identify himself. Then 
you may make your objections. 

Mr. Witurams. My name is Aubrey W. Williams. I reside upon 
Fisk Road, R. F. D. No. 4, Montgomery, Ala. I am editor and pub- 
lisher of the Southern Farm and Home, published at Montgomery, 
Ala. I will give you any other pertinent information that you wish. 

Senator Eastianp. Is Mr. Durr your attorney ? 

Mr. Wi1aMs. Yes, sir. 

Senator Eastianp. Identify yourself, Mr. Durr. 

Mr. Durr. My name is Clifford J. Durr, and I am a member of the 
Alabama Bar, of the District of Columbia Bar, the Wisconsin Bar and 
admitted to practice before the Supreme Court of the United States. 

My address is 17 Molton Street, Montgomery, Ala. 

Senator Eastianp. You have some objections, you say ? 

Mr. Durr. Yes, sir. Mr. Chairman, first, to save time, I would like 
to adopt the objections made by Mr. Benjamin Smith "yesterday in 
presenting his client, Mr. Dombrowski, and ask that they be incor- 
porated in this record by reference. I would like to add some further 
objections in the case of Mr. Aubrey Williams. 

First, the subpena is addressed to Mr. Aubrey Williams as the pub- 
lisher, Southern Farm and Home. Mr. Williams is a newspaperman. 
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I object on the ground that this constitutes an infringement upon the 
freedom of the press. 

Senator Easrianp. Let us see the subpena, please ¢ 

Your objection is what? 

Mr. Durr. I object that this constitutes an interference with the 
freedom of the press. 

Senator EastLanp. To simply give his address where they could find 
him, the individual to be served with the subpena ? 

Mr. Durr. I want that objection to appear in the record. I don’t 
know the purpose of putting that on there. 

Senator Easttanp. Of course, the purpose of putting Publisher, 
Southern Farm and Home, Montgomery, Ala., was merely to identify 
him so that he could be served with that subpena. That objection is 
overruled. 

Mr. Durr. I believe it was served on him not at his address. 

Senator EasrLanp. Wherever it was served, it was simply to iden- 
tify the individual. I am not going to permit you to take advantage 
of technicalities. 

Mr. Durr. The further grounds of objection are, I state that the 
proceedings of this committee are an infringement upon the rights of 
the judiciary in violation of the separation of powers provisions of the 
United States. This in effect is a trial. It is true no fines or punish- 
ments are inflicted, but the end result, brands and labels, which are far 
more severe punishment—— 

Senator EastLanp. Your position is that the Senate of the United 
States by proper resolution does not have the authority to investigate; 
is that it? 

Mr. Durr. No, sir; it is not that. That objection is based on the 
proceedings of this committee up to date. 

Senator Easttanp. Yes. This committee was set up by a special 
resolution of the United States Senate. 

Mr. Durr. I am perfectly aware of that. 

Senator Easrtanp. Under its authority to investigate. That is the 
way we will proceed. Have you any other grounds? 

Mr. Durr. Yes, sir. 

Senator Easrianp. List them. 

Mr. Durr. I have the further ground that this is punishment by a 
division of the legislative body and hence is in effect a bill of attainder. 

Senator Eastianp. I know it is hard. Some people do not want to 
testify in these hearings. The Congress of the United States has 
thought it necessary to investigate the subversive activities in this 
country. It is set up by a special resolution of this committee and 
empowered to conduct those investigations and we are going to 
proceed. 

I will tell you now that cases of contempt will be handled by the 
full committee but I am going to make some very strong recommenda- 
tions. 

Mr. Durr. That is the very reason, Your Honor, I wanted to put in 
the record of this case all of these objections to jurisdiction. I want 
to protect the rights of my client. 

Senator Eastianp. The objections are trivial. They have utterly 
no merit and they are overruled. Proceed, Mr. Arens. 
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Mr. Durr. One further objection is that this committee is exercis- 
ing the inquisitorial rules and the inquisitorial functions of the grand 
jury, likewise in contravention of the separation of powers. 

Senator Eastnanp. That is also foolish and is disallowed. Proceed, 
Mr. Arens. 

Have you any further use for the two witnesses from Miami? 

Mr. Arens. No, I do not anticipate we will have. 

Senator Easrianp. All right. They are released from their sub- 
penas. What about Dr. Dombrowski ! 

Mr. Suerner. You mean I am released from further attendance 
from these hearings ? 

Senator EastLanp. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Suerner. Might I say merely this: That I would like to adopt 
as part of the record of this hearing 

Senator Easr.tanp. Wait a minute. 

Mr. Suerner. Any and all of the objections 

Senator EastLanp. Sit down. I will not let a Communist take 
these meetings over. 

Mr. Suerner. As to the jurisdiction of this committee. May I 

make a 

Senator Easttanp. Would you please escort him from the room? 

Mr. Sueiner. May I sit here, please, sir? 

Mr. Surru. Mr. Eastland, I would like to inquire as to the release 
of my client, Dr. Dombrowski. Is he, too, released ? 

Senator Easrianp. I asked counsel the question. 

Mr. Cor. Has Mr. Shlafrock been released ? 

Mr. Arens. I would recommend that Mr. Sheiner, Mr. Shlafrock, 
and Dr. Dombrowski all be excused from their subpenas. 

Mr. Koun. Mrs. Durr also, counsel ? 

Senator Eastianp. Mrs. Durr is not released. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Williams, so that the record will proceed here in a 
proper continuity, you are currently occupying what post or position ? 

Mr. WituraMs. With regards to what ? 

Mr. Arens. Southern Conference Educational Fund. 

Mr. Wiiu1aMs. I am president of it. 

Mr. Arens. And how long have you so occupied that position? 

Mr. WiriuraMs. Well, I am a little uncertain. I think for 5 or 6 
years, but I wouldn’t want to be too definite about that. I think I 
was elected president in 1948, I believe, but I would want that, Mr. 
Chairman, to be understood that my memory might not be correct 
about that date, but several years I have been president. 

Mr. Arens. I would like the record to be clear on a point which we 
are a little vague in view of the procedure this morning. Is Mrs. 
Virginia Durr a member of the board of directors of the Southern 
Conference Educational Fund ? 

Mr. WituiaMs. No; I believe Dr. Dombrowski said that she was not. 
[ am sure she is not. 

Mr. Arens. Has she ever been identified with the Southern Con- 
ference Educational Fund? 

Mr. Wii11aMs. I really am not able to quite answer that. I havea 

vague memory that she was a member in the early days, but I’d have to 
refer to Dr. Dombrowski for that. 

Mr. Arens. His testimony will speak for itself. 

Mr. WiiuraMs. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Arens. What has been your identification with the Southern 
Conference for Human Welfare? 

Mr. WiuiaMs. My identification with that began sometime along 
in 1946, as I recall it, when I was asked to be chairman of a nominat- 
ing committee of it. I was not at that time a member of the board, 
but I was asked to and I accepted that position. 

Then I think—I am sure—I was elected to be a member of the 
board at that time, but there again I am not too sure about the dates, 
but I was a member of the board of Southern Conference for Human 
Welfare at the last few years of its existence. Just exactly when I 
went in as a board member, I’m not sure. 

Mr. Arens. Did you hold any post other than just a board member 
at any time of the Southern Conference of Human Welfare? 

Mr. Williams. I don’t think so, except chairman at that time of the 
nominating committee. 

Mr. Arens. What other post or office do you hold at the present 
time other than your post with Southern Conference Educational 
Fund? 

Mr. Witz1ams. You mean with the fund? 

Mr. AreNs. No; any other organization. 

Mr. WiuraMs. Oh, well, you “don’t mean commercial? You don’t 
mean like a corporation or business ? 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any identification with the National Far- 
mers Union? 

Mr. Witu1aMs. No, sir; I am not an officer of that. I don’t think 
I am even still a member. I was a member at the end on the basis 
of some automobile insurance, but I believe that has expired and I 
am not sure that I am even a member. 

Mr. Arens. Are you currently a member of any other organization 
other than just as you say, a commercial organization ? 

Mr. Wiuiams. Well, let’s see. I am currently a member of the 
Presbyterian Church, and lama contributing member of the Ameri- 
can Civil Liberties Union. I don’t want to say I am not a member 
of other organizations, than those. If you have any ones you wish to 
ask me about, I would be very glad to answer. 

Senator Eastnanp. Ask him about those organizations. 

Mr. Arens. I am going to. Do you have an identification with the 
Highlander Folk School? 

Mr. WiuraMs. Oh, yes, yes, indeed. I am a member of the board 
of that. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you been identified with the Highlander 
Folk School? 

Mr. Wiuui1aMs. I have been identified with it as a supporter of it 
and as asympathizer of it, for, oh, I would say, 12 years, 12, 15 years. 
I can’t tell you just when I became a member of the board, but it was 
after I left the Government. It was sometime along in 1945 or in 
there, 1944 or 1945, Senator. I’m not quite sure just when. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever served on the board or on the executive 
council of the Highlander Folk School ? 

Mr. WituraMs. Oh, yes. 

Mr. Arens. And over what part of time were you on the executive 
board or the executive council of the Highlander Folk School? 

Mr. Witttams. I have been on the executive committee there for 
some years. I wouldn’t want to try to be too definite justi when I 
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began serving as a member of the executive board, but I have served 
in that capacity. 

Mr. Arens. Are you still on the executive board or have your 
services on the board been terminated 

Mr. Witi1aMs. I am still a member of the board of directors. Ex- 
actly when I am on an executive committee, that I can’t say. I am not 
too sure. 

Mr. Arens. Will you kindly identify Southern Farm and Home? 
Mr. Wiu1ams. The Southern Farm and Home is a farm publica- 
tion. It has a circulation of 800,000 in all parts of the South as well 

as practically every State in the Union. 

Mr. Arens. Does it have an identification with some organization 
or is it an independent publication ? 

Mr. Witiiams. It is an independent publication. 

Mr. Arens. And it is published by whom? 

Mr. Wuu1ams. Published by myself. I am the publisher of it. 

Mr. Arens. Is it a corporation is what I mean to say. 

Mr. Wuu1aMs. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Are you the president of the corporation ? 

Mr. WituiaMs. Yes, sir. 

Senator Eastianp. Mr. Williams, I want to ask you about the 
Southern Conference Educational Fund. What are the objectives? 

Mr. Wiu1aMs. Its primary objective, Senator, has to do with fight- 
ing racial discriminations of all kinds. 

Senator Easttanp. How do you operate? 

Mr. Wuu1ams. Why, we operate through research. We take a 
problem such as the problem of refusal of hospitals to admit on the 
basis of color and we make a study of that. We make an inquiry 
based on questionnaires that are sent out to hospital administrators, 
hospital officials and then based upon the material which we receive we 
transform that into some meaningful statement and then we send 
that out to hospitals and to supporters of the conference, that type 
of thing. 

Then we hold meetings pertaining to particular subjects. 

Senator Easttanp. Hold meetings where? 

Mr. Wiu1aMs. Well, it would depend. For instance, we held a 
meeting of young people in colleges in the South, who were attending 
colleges i in the South. 

Senator Easrianp. Which colleges in the South? 

Mr. WuuiaMs. Any and all colleges who were interested, where 
young people were interested in nation such a meeting. They were 
all included. 

Senator Easrianp. Its objectives then are to influence college stu- 
dents in the South to oppose racial segregation ; is that right? 

Mr. Wru1ams. That would be one of its objectives, yes, sir. 

Senator Easttanp. What are its other objectives? 

Mr. Wiu1ams. Well, you would go right straight across the board 
with regards to institutions of every character—depots, transporta- 
tion, schools, any segment where people spend any part of their exist- 
ence, and it would go in terms of all people, young and old, and 
officials and unofficial citizens. In other words, it is dedicated to 
trying to eliminate from American life discriminations based upon 
race, creed, or color. 
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Senator EastLtanp. You work principally through the colleges; is 
that right ? 

Mr. Wurai1aMs. No, sir. 

Senator Easrtanp. Through college students? 

Mr. Wuuiams. No. That’s the only conference of that character 
I believe we have had. You can’t say we work principally through 
one group anywheres. We try to work through, for instance, in case 
of Negroes, not being able to enter institutions of higher learning—we 
have joined efforts as friends of the court of friends of the petitions 
in several cases. The Swett-Texas case, we asked the court to accept 
us as a joiner in that. 

Then we work on the whole business of health. That’s a very big 
segment of the work, trying to see that people are not discriminated 
in the matter of getting medical and hospital services. 

Senator Easttanp. Who finances your organization ? 

Mr. Witur1aMs. That is financed through contributions from various 
individuals. 

Senator Easrtanp. What individuals? 

Mr. Wiaiams. Mr. Chairman, I of course have been listening to all 
this testimony, that yesterday and today. That information was with- 
held from this hearing and if you wish to give me the privilege, I 
would have to join him in that position. 

Senator Easttanp. You decline to answer that; is that right? 

Mr. WiiuiaMs. Yes, sir, I decline to involve other people. 

Senator EastLanp. Do you have members ? 

Mr. Witu1aMs. The members are the ones that are members of the 
board. They are the officials. 

Senator Easttanp. Do you set up organizations over the south? 

Mr. Witu1aMs. No, sir; there are no organizations set up. 

Senator Easrianp. You set up conferences. How do you choose 
who attends the conference? How are they selected ? 

Mr. Wiuu1aMs. The process of selection is based upon people’s show 
of interest through those who have contributed and they get notices 
of it and then you undertake the sponsors and take to interest presi- 
dents of universities, other faculty members that from time to time 
have shown an interest and indicated that they have an attitude simi- 
lar to yours and you get literature in their hands and you seek in that 
manner to gather together those people who are interested in coming 
together; purely a personal, individual matter. 

Senator Easttanp. Do you remember whether or not in 1942 you 
attended the Southern Negro Youth Congress ? 

Mr. Wiis. 1942? 

Senator Eastianp. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Wru1aMs. Could you tell me where it was held? 

Senator Eastianp. Held in the State of Tennessee, in the summer 
of 1942. 


Mr. Wuuiams. I don’t recall it, but I have attended many 
conferences. 

Senator Eastianp. Did you not attend with Mrs. Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, the wife of the then President of the United States? 

Mr. WiuiaMs. If I did, Senator, I don’t have any memory of it and 


I think I would remember it if I went there with Mrs. Roosevelt. I 
don’t have a memory of it. 


45629—55——_8 
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Senator Easrtanp. Do you know a man named Alton Lawrence? 

Mr. WituiaMs. Yes, sir; yes, sir, I know him. 

Senator Easttanp. Did you ever visit his home in Birmingham? 

Mr. Wit11aMs. I don’t have a recollection of being in his home; no. 

Senator Eastianp. Did you or did you not? 

Mr. WituraMs. I have no recollection of it. 

Senator Eastnanp. You know Mr. Lawrence very well? 

Mr. Witt1aMs. Yes; I have known him over a period of years. He 
has visited in my home, but I don’t have any recollection of visiting in 
his home. 

Senator EastLAnp. Yes, sir. Proceed. 

Mr. Arens. Will you kindly relate to us the posts which you have 
held in the Government of the United States and the period of time 
in general, if you could recall ? 

Mr. Witu1aMs. Well, my first assignment under Government aus- 
pices was under the Hoover administration when I was put in charge 
of the administration of relief in the State of Mississippi. 

Mr. Arens. And what year was that, or years? 

Mr. WitxraMs. That was in the fall of 1932. As I recall it, I spent 
something like 214 or 3 months in the State organizing and setting up 
a relief in the State under Governor Conner. My next assignment 
was in the State of Texas where I organized relief in the two-hundred- 
and-fifty-odd counties in Texas. 

Mr. Arens. And what year was that, please ? 

Mr. WiruiamMs. 1933, sometime in the beginning of the year. 
I can’t be too certain about the dates, but sometime in February. I 
think it was in February. It ran on through until the first of May, 
the latter part of April, the first of May. Then I was employed by 
the FERA. I was employed by Mr. Hopkins in May of 1933 and 
I became the field representative representing the FERA in the 
Southwest. I don’t know how much detail you want me to go into. 

Mr. Arens. That is enough. 

Senator Eastitanp. That is enough. 

Mr. Arens. Just an identification of the posts and time. 

Mr. Witx1ams. Then in 1934 I was appointed Assistant Federal 
Relief Administrator and went to Washington, and I believe it was in 
1935 that I was appointed Deputy Administrator of WPA. It was 
set up in place of FERA, and that same year I was made Executive 
Director of the National Youth Administration and held those two 
positions jointly. 

Then in 1938 I became Administrator, NYA, and I left the WPA 
and became full-time Administrator, NYA, and that continued ou 
until 1943, at which time NYA was liquidated and I left the Govern- 
ment at that time. I wouldn’t want any discrepancies here to stand 
against me. 

Senator Eastianp. No, sir; nodiscrepancies. I will guarantee you. 

Mr. Witu1aMs. I am banking on my memory on that. 

Senator Eastiann. IT am sure of that. 

Mr. Arens. Just your best recollection. When you were Admin- 
istrator of the National Youth Administration, did you have occasion 
to have under your jurisdiction a man by the name of Doxey 
Wilkerson ? 
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Mr. Wiuu1aMs. Doxey Wilkerson? Well, I have to say right off 
that name don’t mean anything to me. If you could further identify 
him—we had many thousands working. 

Mr. Arens. He wasa pretty prominent man in that time. 

Mr. Witu1aMs. Doxey Wilkerson ? 

Mr. ARENs. Yes. 

Mr. Witt1ams. What State was he in, or what section of the country ¢ 

Mr. Arens. I just wondered if you had a recollection of his serv- 
ice in your agency. 

Mr. Wiuu1aMs. I frankly don’t recall his name. If I had some- 
thing to jog my memory I might recall him, but I don’t recall his 
name, 

Mr. Argens. During any other times that you were in the Govern- 
ment, did you have occasion to appoint to office or to a Government 
position a man by the name Harold Coy, C-o-y ¢ 

Mr. Wixtrams. Harold Coy ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mr. Wituiams. That don’t mean anything to me. 

Mr. Arens. Was the Federal Writers Project of the WPA at any 
time under your jurisdiction ? 

Mr. WiruraMs. Well, in a sense as Deputy Administrator all of 
them were, but actu: ally [ had no immediate responsibility. ‘They were 
in the Works Division and were under a Director of the Works Divi- 
sion and then under that Works Division there was the Writers 
Project, and that was under a director and the Director of the Writers 
Project would be the one to employ anyone in that Division and then 
above him his supervisor would be the man over the Works Division 
and I would frankly actually have nothing to do with who was em- 
ployed under that. 

Mr. Arens. Was it ever brought to your attention while you were 
director of this WPA work at the time that Coy was employed in 
the Writers Project that Coy was a Communist? 

Mr. Witur1ams. I don’t recall the man at all. I don’t recall his 
name. 

Mr. Arens. While you were in the Government, did you have occa- 
sion to be confronted with the problem of dismissing Communists 
from Government service ? 

Mr. Witutams. Yes, I had that problem. I think every admin- 
istrator had it. 

Mr. Arens. I would like to quote to you a statement which is at- 
tributed to you in a pamphlet entitled “What Is Happening to Our 

ry Rights?” allegedly given on September 11, 1947, and ask you 

this is a true and correct reproduction of your remarks with ref- 
erence to the Government’s loyalty program : 

What they demand is that any man who admits to being a member of the 
Communist Party be fired immediately on the grounds that no man can be loyal 
to the United States and be a Communist. It is my belief that it is precisely 
at this point that we take our stand and defend the right of any Communist to 
maintain his position as an employee of the Government of the United States 
To take any less position than this is to throw overboard such primary rights 
as the freedom to think and to hold whatever beliefs one chooses. 

I ask you if you made that statement in an address? 

Mr. Wiiur1aMs. Yes, I recall making that statement. It was in an 
address that I made at the Madison Square Garden. 
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Mr. Arens. In September of 1947 # 

Mr. WiriiaMs. That’s right; yes, sir. It had to do with a Carl 
Marzani, I think, it’s Carl Marzani was the man’s name. 

Mr. Arens. During the course of your work with the National 
Youth Administration did you have occasion to have dealings with a 
man by the name of Herbert Be nj umin ? 

Mr. WittiaMs. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly identify Herbert Benjamin ? 

Mr. Wuuiams. Herbert Benjamin was one of the people who was 
interested in the deve me yment and the maintenance of the Workers 
Alliance, as I recall it, and he was associated with the organization. 

Mr. Arens. Was Her ‘bert Benjamin a Communist ¢ 

Mr. Wituiams. Mr. Counsel 

Senator Easrtanp. Wait just a minute before he goes into that. 
Were you affiliated with the Workers Alliance? 

Mr. Wiis. No, sir: it was composed of unemployed people and 
they sent representatives to us and we had meetings with their repre- 
sentatives and with them but I was never affiliated with them. 

Senator Easrtanp. Proceed. Ask your question. 

Mr. Arens. Herbert Benjamin was a member of the central commit- 
tee of the Communist Party, was he not ¢ 

Mr. Wiuiiams. As to exact knowledge on that point I do not possess 
it. I have heard that he was but I do not have actual knowledge that 
he Was. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have any dealings with +g sige Watson ? 

Mr. Wiixiams. I only know Morris Watson by hearsay. I don’t 
ever recall ever having any contact with him. 

Mr. Arens. You don’t recall contact with Morris Watson? 

Mr. Witurams. I don’t recall any actual meetings with him. If we 
had them I don’t recall them now. 

Mr. Arens. Now, then, may I quote to you what purports to be an 
excerpt from an address by you in 1938 at a meeting of the Workers 
Alliance in which you characterized “the hours spent with David 
Lasser, Herbert Benjamin, and Morris Watson as the high spots in 
my life in Washington.” Did you make that statement ? 

‘Mr. Wii1aMs. No, sir; I didn’t make that statement. I recall that 
statement was made in some publication and quoted me and that is an 
absolutely untrue statement. 

Mr. Arens. Now, Lasser was a high official of the Workers Alliance, 
was he not? 

Mr. Witu1aMs. Yes, sir; he was president of it. 

Mr. Arens. And were you at any time an officer of the Workers 
Alliance ? 

Mr. WiriuiaMs. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. You were just an interested —— 

Mr. Wiiu1aMs. It was my responsibility to receive the delegations 
from the unemployed as Administrator of U nemployment_ Relief. 
I had nothing to do with them, no connection with them at all. 

Mr. Arens. Have you had connection with the American Committee 
for Protection of Foreign Born ? 

Mr. WiiiaMs. Not that I ever recall. If I did, I don’t recall it. 

Mr. Arens. May I suggest to you, or ask whether or not you have a 
recollection of being a sponsor of the preguens of the American Com- 
mittee for Protection of F oreign Born in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1947? 
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Mr. WiuraMs. If I was I don’t now recall, but I have been a sponsor 
of a good many things and it might well be. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have a recollection of an identification with the 
American Youth Congress ? 

Mr. Wruu1aMs. Well, I don’t have an identification in a sense that 
that question might imply. The American Youth Congress started 
off as a general movement among young people throughout America 
with thousands of churches encouraging their young people to partici- 
pate. I was a speaker at 2 or 3 of their annual meetings and up until 
the latter part of it, it was a very wonderful organization and served 
the young people in this country in a very fine way in some mighty 
dark days. 

Then it got under the domination and control of a small group of 
Communists and from that time it was ruined and destroyed, and its 
usefulness and everybody that had been constructive in it up to that 
point was thrown out of it. 

Mr. Arens. When was it that it became under the control of the 
Communists? What year? Do you recall? 

Mr. Wiiu1aMs. It was after the meeting after Hyde Park, at Pough- 
keepsie, at Vassar there. 

Mr. Arens. What year? 

Mr. Wiu1AMs. I can’t be too definite about what year but I remem- 
ber the last year that it had any semblance of any representation for 
young people was that year. 

Senator Eastianp. You say they were thrown out of it. What 
do you mean by that? 

Mr. Wiiu1aMs. They were unhorsed. 

Senator East.tanp. You mean Communists got control and threw 
the others out ? 

Mr. WiuuaMs. They took over, that’s right. 

Senator Easttanp. Were you one of them that was thrown out? 

Mr. WixuraMs. No; I had nothing to do with the Youth Congress. 
I was Administrator of the National Youth Administration and they 
‘ame to me with petitions to increase this and increase that and add 
to this project and that project. 

Mr. Arens. Had the Bireontall controlled it by 1950? 

Mr. WituiAMs. Well, I’m sure of that. If they controlled it at all 
they controlled it then. I didn’t know it was even in existence then. 

Mr. Arens. You addressed the association in 1950, did you not? 

Mr. WiuuiaMs. I don’t recall. There wasn’t—American Youth 
Congress ? 

Mr. Arens. The Association of Internes and Medical Students. 

Mr. Wiiu1aMs. Oh, that. I didn’t ever understand that they were 
in any way connected with the American Youth Congress. That was 
a separate organization, part of the—as you named it. 

Mr. Arens. Have you had identification 

Mr. WituiamMs. Nothing except I spoke there. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have identification ? 

Mr. Witur1aMs. Nothing except I spoke. 

Mr. Arens. I believe you stated a little while ago that you had 
identification with the Civil Rights Congress; is that correct ? 

Mr. Wiu1aMs. Only to this extent: That I attended a meeting in 
Washington and went with a delegation to see the President and urge 
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upon him the establishment of the Civil Rights Commission, which, I 
am happy to say, he did establish under Attorney General Clark and 
which later gave the report which it issued, the Civil Rights report. 

Mr. Arens. I mean, the Civil Rights Congress. 

Mr. WixitaMs. I beg your pardon, 

Mr. Arens. The Civil Rights Congress. 

Mr. Wiuu1Ms. That’s right, but the birth of it, Senator, you will 
be interested to know was there at a conference with President 
Truman, and the suggestion was made by a group from the Civil 
Rights Congress over to see the President and I spoke at that time 
to the Civil Rights Congress in Washington. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a vice preside nt of the Civil Rights Congress ? 

Mr. Wir1iams. No. If I were, it was not with my consent. I 
later—let me finish my answer. 

Senator Eastianp. Yes, si 

Mr. Wiiu1aMs. I later saakia and later dem: dell that my name 
be taken from their list and I disassociated myself with them. 

Senator Easttanp. Why ? 

Mr. Wriix1aMs. I became convinced that they were Communist- 
dominated. 

Mr. Arens. Have you had an identification with the Committee 
for Peaceful Alternatives to the Atlantic Pact? 

Mr. Wriu1aMs. Not that I can recall. Not by that name. I have 
had an identification with peaceful alternatives, the Chicago group, 
but I don’t recall anything having to do with the Atlantic Pact 
because I have always been in favor of that. 

Mr. Arens. You were listed or have been listed as a member of the 
executive board of the Committee for Peaceful Alternatives to the 
Atlantic Pact on a letterhead of this organization dated September 
16,1950. Do you have any observation to y make? 

Mr. Witi1aMs. T don’t have any observation to make on that because 
it’s never been my understanding that the Alternatives to Peace group 
was fighting the Atlantic Pact and I cert: iinly have never been opposed 
to the pact. 

Mr. Arens. Have you had identification with the Mid-Century Con- 
ference for Peace? 

Mr. Wriu1aMs. I don’t recall that. If I have I don’t recall that term. 

Mr. Arens. Weren’t you a sponsor or do you have a recollection, 
Mr. Williams, of being a sponsor of the Mid- Century Conference for 
Peace held in Chicago in 1950? 

Mr. Wiu1aMs. No. The only other peace conference that IT have 
been at all identified with is the Stockholm Peace Petition which I 
signed and which I later withdrew my participation from and with- 
drew from it. 

Mr. Arens. Have you had an identification with the National 
Negro Congress ? 

Mr. Wiri1aMs. Not that I ever recall of any official connection with 
it. I don’t recall having any. 

Senator Eastianp. What is the proof about that? Is he listed? If 
he is, tell him what he is listed as. 

Mr. Arens. Have you had an identification with a subentity of the 
National Negro Congress called the American Crusade to End Lynch- 
ing? That might be helpful to you. 
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Mr. Wuu1ams. I would certainly do anything I could to help end 
lynching, but I don’t recall the particular organization. 

Mr. Arens. Now, have you had an identification or connection with 
New Masses and Mainstream ? 

Mr. WuuiaMs. Not that I recall, no. 

Mr. Arens. Haven’t you been identified in advertisements appearing 
in the New Masses and Mainstream ¢ 

Mr. WiuuiaMs. Not that I ever recall. I don’t recall ever signing 
anything or sending them a statement of any character, counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Have you had any connection, any dealings, with 
Howard Fast? 

Mr. WiiuiaMs. No. 

Mr. Arens. What, if any, has been your identification with Peace 
Information Center ? 

Mr. Wiiu1AMs. Peace Information Center? No connection that 
I can recall. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know or have you had a connection with a man 
by the name of W. E. B. DuBois, D-u-b-o-i-s? 

Mr. Wriuuiams. Well, I know Dr. DuBois and I have been very 
unhappy about the treatment that he has received. 

Mr. Arens. Who is he? Would you identify him, please? 

Mr. Wiu1AMs. He is one of the great Negro scholars of the world 
and has been prominent for 50, 60, 75 years. He has held many great 
and honorable positions. For a great number of years he was with 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and 
has been a very strong and tireless worker for elimination of all dis- 
criminations against Negroes, and in recent years he has been an advo- 

cate of trying to work out peaceful solutions with the Russian world 
in this country, and of course, you have records there. 

In recent years he has had many difficulties with the Government 
on—one of them, I believe, grew out of the Stockholm Peace Confer- 
ence. I’m not too sure. 

Senator Eastianp. He is a Communist, is he not? 

Mr. WitiiaMs. No, sir; I don’t believe he is. I think he is a com- 
plete intellectual. He is a philosophical independent. I wouldn’t 
say that DuBois is a Communist. I don’t know him. I only heard 
him speak once and I only admire through his writings and the 
things 

Senator EastLanp. Do I understand you that you do not know one 
Doxey Wilkerson, that you have had no dealings with one Doxey 
Wilkerson ? 

Mr. Wiu1aMs. I can’t recall him, Senator. If I had something to 
connect him up to. 

Senator Eastianp. He is one of the leaders, one of the organizers 
of the American Communist Party. He is a regular contributor to 
the Daily Worker. 

Mr. Wituiams. I don’t know. I don’t recall it, Senator, I don’t 
recall knowing him. 

Mr. Arens. With respect to W. E. B. DuBois, you were one of the 
sponsors of a testimonial dinner given for him, were you not? 

Mr. WiuuiaMs. That’s right. Yes, I signed along with several 
hundred or 150 people, that’s right. 

Mr. Arens. What has been your identification with the Progressive 
Citizens of America ? 
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Mr. 008 LiAMs. The Progressive Citizens of America? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mr. WuuiaMs. I don’t recall any connection with that organization. 
Mr. Arens. The 1947 May issue of the Daily Worker announces 
that Aubrey Williams had been elected to the board of directors of 

the Progressive Citizens of America. 

Can you account for that ? 

Mr. WiuuiaMs. I can’t even identify the organization to what it is. 
Is that the Progressive Party ? 

Mr. Arens. It is the Progressive Citizens of America. Did you 
speak for this organization down in New York City at the Madison 
Square Garden rally in 1947? 

Mr. Wiiui1aMs. That’s—gentlemen—— 

Mr. Arens. Now does it come back to you ? 

Mr. WituiaMs. Yes, that’s it, but I didn’t know it was called the 
Progressive Citizens of America. 

Mr. Arens. Well, did you know you were on the board ? 

Mr. Wiuu1aMs. I think I do recall that I accepted a position in the 
first part of the whole business there and spoke at Madison Square 
Garden. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know that the Progressive Citizens of America 
has been cited by the California Committee on Un-American Activ- 
ities as a new and broader Communist front for the entire United 
States, formed in September of 1946 at the direction of Communist 
steering committees from the Communist-dominated National Citizens 
Political Action Committee and the Independent Citizens Committee 
of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions ? 

Mr. WituraMs. No, I don’t know that. 

Senator East.anp. You said you spoke at Madison Square Garden. 
Who appeared on the program with you? 

Mr. Witx1aMs. Mr. Henry Wallace was the main speaker and Dr. 
Frank Kingdon. I think there were three of us that spoke there that 
night. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know a man by the name of John Donovan, 
and if so, what has been your connection or dealings with him? 

Mr. WiiuiaMs. Yes, sir: I do recall John Donovan. He was one of 
the organizers of the Workers Alliance and he appeared before me in 
my official capacity several times. 

Mr. Arens. In 1938 when you were with the Works Progress Admin- 
istration, did you give a speech in Birmingham, Ala., in which you 
stated that you were not sure that class warfare is not all right? 

Mr. Wiuutams. Yes, I made aspeech there. That w as at the South- 
ern Conference for Human Welfare. That was not in my speech. 
There was some reference at the time as I got up to speak. He said 
something to me and I made a wisecrack as I went up and said that 
class warfare does a lot of good. I said as an aside and went on up 
and made my speech. The next morning the papers throughout the 
Nation was full of the statement that I had made, the statement that 
class warfare does a lot of good. That was not in my speech and was 
a very dastardly thing for the press to have done. 

Senator EastLtanp. They misquoted you then? 

Mr. Wiit1aMs. They completely misquoted me and I was very 
unhappy about it. 
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Senator EastLanp. Was it just thought up by the press out of thin 
air, or what did you say / 

Mr. WiuuiaMs. I said those words as an aside to the chairman of 

the meeting as I went up. We had been talking. Well, I don’t know 
whether you want me to give you the backgrounds, but the natural 
background on it—it don’t have any particular importance, I suppose, 
but in our family there is a joke, Senator. When Glenn Frank, former 
president of the university, at that time editor of the Century, went 
in to see President Coolidge one day and was introduced to him and 
he said, “Mr. President, this is Glenn Frank, editor of the Century,” 
and Mr. Coolidge is purported to have turned to Glenn Frank and 
said, “Magazines do a lot of good.” And always in our family we 
turn around when anything turns up and say that potatoes do a lot of 
good, or class warfare does a lot of good, and so forth and so on, and 
that was the basis of that. 

Senator Easttanp. You speak of something that comes up in your 
family and say class warfare does 

Mr. Witi1aMs. Well, we'd say chickens do a lot of good, or eggs do 
a lot of good, or something. 

Senator Eastianp. That is the reason you said class warfare? 

Mr. Witt1aMs. That it is not in my prepared speech. I am prepared 
to stand in back of anything I said publicly. 1 have made plenty of 
mistakes in my life, but on the whole I am not prepared to back away 
from anything I have said deliberately. 

Mr. Arens. What has been your identification with the Southern 
Negro Youth Congress ? 

Mr. WiutaMs. I don’t recall that I ever had any actual identifica- 
tion with them. I may have spoken to them. 

Mr. Arens. You presided over meeting of the Southern Negro 
Youth Congress in 1946 in Birmingham, Ala.? Do you have a recol- 
lection of that ? 

Mr. Wiiur1aMs. 1946? 

Mr. Arens. 1946, December, just after Christmas, between Christ- 
mas and New Years. 

Mr. Wiu1aMs. I don’t recall any meeting, Mr. Counsel. 

Senator Eastianp. Do you deny you presided at such a meeting? 

Mr. Wiu1aMs. That’s 6 years, 8 years ago, and the best answer I 
can give, Senator, is I have no recollection of such a meeting. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know that the Workers Alliance had been 
cited as Communist-controlled organization by the Attorney General 
of the United States? 

Mr. Witurams. I didn’t know it, but it might very well have been. 

Mr. Arens. You sent a greeting to the Workers Alliance in 1938 
saying, “You have made an invaluable contribution to the unemployed 
to the Nation. I hope you grow stronger and larger and more power- 
ful,” did you not? 

Mr. Witu1aMs. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. That was in 1938. 

Mr. Witi1aMs. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. In 1936, the Workers Alliance had been cited as Com- 
munist and subversive, had it not? 

Mr. Wiiu1aMs. I don’t recall that it had, but I would have to answer 
to that I knew the Workers Alliance. I knew the work that David 
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Lasser was doing. I knew the great fight he was making there to 
help in a very terrible and troublesome time and I just have to put 
my knowledge against any committee’s citation of Lasser and his 
work. I meant what I said then and I make no apologies for saying it. 

Mr. Arens. Have you had an identification with the World Peace 
Appe: al? 

Mr. WriutaMs. I don’t recall it as such, unless it is the Stockholm 
Peace. Isthat the Stockholm Peace? 

Mr. Arens. Well, you were a signer of the World Peace Appeal in 
June of 1950, were you not? Does that refresh your recollection ? 

Mr. Wiututams. If I could know a little more about who the officers 
are. 

Mr. Arens. If you wanted to know a little bit more about it, the 
World Peace Appeal has been cited by the Congressional Committee 
on Un-American Activities as a petition campaign launched by the 
Permanent Committee of the World Peace Congress at Stockholm. 

Mr. WmutaMs. That’s the Stockholm Peace. Yes, I signed that. 
I want to put in the record, not that it has too much importance, 
Senator. that I was later convinced that that organization was not 
prepared to be openminded about hearing all sides of the whole ques- 
tion and I withdrew from participation with it. 

Senator Eastnanp. You withdrew when you ascertained it was 
Communist-controlled, is that it? 

Mr. Wiri1AMs. When the American delegations were not permitted 
to really participate in a free and open manner. 

Mr. Arens. Do you subscribe to the Communist Daily Worker ? 

Mr. WitutaMs. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know a man by the name of Paul Crouch? 

Mr. Wiiu1aMs. No, sir, I don’t. I have seen him here in the room. 
I can’t recall that I ever knew him or ever met him before I saw him 
here, but I met thousands of people and it might be possible that I 
have. I just don’t recall it. 

Mr. Arens. How about Rob F. Hall? Did you ever know a man 
by the name of Rob F. Hall? 

Mr. Witu1aMs. In Birmingham ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mr. Wriu1aMs. Yes, I met Mr. Hall. 

Mr. ARENs. or have been your dealings with Mr. Hall? 

Mr. Wirtrams. I don’t recall that I ever had but one meeting with 
Mr. Hall. That was in, I think, in 1945 in Birmingham, when he 
came to interview me when I was organizer for the Farmers Union 
and was passing through Birmingham, and he asked me for an inter- 
view. That’s the only time I ever recall talking to him. 

Now. I may have at other times, but that’s the only time TI recall. 

Mr. Arens. Did you give him the interview ? 

Mr. WitiiaMs. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know a man by the name of Joseph S. Gelders, 
G-e-]-d-e-r-s? 

Mr. WirxtaMs. Yes, I knew Joe Gelders. 

Mr. Arens. What was your contact or association or dealings with 
him ? 

Mr. Wru1aMs. T recall that he was among those present at the 1938 
conference in Birmingham. 
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Senator Easttanp. What 1938 conference? 

Mr. Witurams. The Southern Conference for Human Welfare. 

Senator Eastianp. Do you know whether he was a Communist ? 

Mr. Witutams. The only thing that I know along that line is that I 
asked Joe pointb lank if he was or he wasn’t a Communist and he told 
me that he was not a Communist. He told me that in a room—— 

Senator EastLanp. Why did you ask him that question ? 

Mr. WinuraMms. Well, I did not want to be dealing with someone 
that might be a Communist, and I wanted to know—— 

Senator Easrtanp. You are bound to have had information that he 
was a Communist if you asked him that question. 

Mr. Wiu1aMs. No, I beg your pardon, Senator. There is a general 
feeling around that there were Communists trying to horn in on 
things—— 

Senator Easrianp. Horn in on what things? The Southern Con- 
ference on Human Welfare? 

Mr. WitrraMs. On all types of organizations, Workers Alliance, or 
the Conference for Human Welfare, or anything. 

Senator Eastianp. Allright. What organization then was Gelders 
trying to horn in on ? 

Mr. Witz1aMs. I didn’t actually have any evidence that he was horn- 
ing in on anything except that he was in on It. 

Senator EastLanp. On what? 

Mr. Witx1ams. He wasa part of that meeting. 

Senator Easrnanp. Of the Southern Conference for Human 
Welfare? 

Mr. Witu1aMs. That’s right. He was there in attendance and was 
working in behalf. 

Senator Easrianp. And you asked him if he was a Communist ? 

Mr. WituraMs. That’s right. 

Senator Easttanp. Whom else did you ask that ? 

Mr. Wits. I didn’t ask that. 

Senator Easttanp. Why did you ask Gelders ? 

Mr. Witu1aMs. He was the only one of the whole group that I had 
actually any contact with there. 

Senator Easritanp. The only one of the group you mean at the 
meeting that you had any contact with ? 

Mr. Wrturams. I spoke there and left the next day, and he was the 
only one there that I saw that was in any official capacity. 

Senator Easttanp. What was that official capacity ? 

Mr. WituraMs. I don’t know what his official capacity was except 
that he was prominent in its organization. I can’t tell you what his 
official capacity was or not. 

Senator EastLanp. Was Mr. Crouch there ? 

Mr. Witx1aMs. I don’t recall ever seeing him if he was. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know that Rob Hall was a Communist ? 

Mr. WituiaMs. I didn’t know that he was a Communist. I knew 
that he represented the Daily Worker and I would assume that he was. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know a man by the name of John Butler? 

Mr. Witu1aMs. No, sir, I don’t recall ever knowing him. I’ve seen 
him here, but I don’t recall ever meeting him. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now or have you ever been a member of the 
Communist Party? 
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Mr. Witt1aMs. No, sir, I am not now a member of the Communist 
Party, and I have never been a member. 

Mr. Arens. Do you now or have you ever accepted Communist 
discipline ¢ 

Mr. Wiit1aMs. I have not now and never have accepted it know- 
ingly or in any manner whatsoever. 

Senator Easttanp. What Communists have you affiliated with or 
have you been associated with ¢ 

Mr. WitiaMs. I haven’t been associated to my knowledge with any 
Communists, not to my knowledge, Senator. 

Mr. Arens. Do you still maintain the position that it is all right for 

1 Communist to be an employee of the Government of the United 
St: ates ¢ 

Mr. Wuuiams. Mr. Chairman [counsel confers with witness] I 
would like to answer that question. 

Senator Easrianp. You can either answer it or disregard it. Suit 
yourself. 

Mr. Wiuiu1ams. Well, I don’t know what it will lead to. I think 
I will pass it up. It gets into an interminable argument here and I 
pass it up, Mr. Counsel. I made the speech that you asked me about. 
I made that definite statement. That's in the record. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that Mr. John 
Butler be invited to resume the witness chair. 

Senator Easrnanp. I want you to take him and take Mr. Crouch, 
your next witness, and get their testimony. Come around, Mr. Butler. 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF JOHN BUTLER 


Mr. Arens. Mr. Butler, you have previously been sworn on this 
record ¢ 

Mr. Butter. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And you have identified yourself as a former member 
of the Communist Party ! 2 

Mr. Butter. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Speak a little louder, please. 

Mr. Burter. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. During the course of the time that you were a member 
of the Communist Party, did you have occasion to make the acquaint- 
anceship of Mr. Aubrey Williams who occupies the principal wit- 
ness chair in this courtroom ? 

Mr. Butter. I did. 

Mr. Arens. Will you kindly tell us when and where you made that 
acquaintanceship ? 

Mr. Butter. Well, I was introduced to him in Nashville, Tenn., the 
time that Mrs. Roosevelt was holding those—I think the name of 
what she was holding was the Southern Negro Youth Congress. She 
had a meeting in Nashv ille, Tenn. 

Mr. Arens. When was that? 

Mr. Burier. It was in 1942, the summer months of 1942, and I met 
Mr. Williams at this convention. 

Mr. Arens. Under what circumstances did you meet him ? 

Mr. Butter. Well, Alton Lawrence introduced Williams to me. 

Mr. Arens. And who is Alton Lawrence? 
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Mr. Burier. Well, he was then our coordinator in Bessemer, of the 
Mine, Mill, & Smelter Workers labor organization. 

Mr. Arens. Was he a Communist ? 

Mr. Butter. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did he recruit you into the Party ¢ 

Mr. Butter. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Tell what happened at this introduction. 

Mr. Burier. Well, Lawrence said, “I want you to meet Williams” 
and he called us around there. We was out in the hall, in the audi- 
torium and he said, “Butler, I want you to meet Comrade Williams,” 
this man here, “who is a party member,” and I was introduced to him. 
Later, 3 or 4 weeks 

Mr. Arens. Wait just a minute, was that in the presence of Mr. 
Aubrey Williams? 

Mr. Burier. Yes, he was present. 

Mr. Arens. Beg your pardon? 

Mr. Burter. Yes, he was present. 

Mr. Arens. And did he, Alton Lawrence, then introduce you te 
Aubrey W illiams and Aubrey Williams to you? 

Mr. Butter. That’s right. 

Mr. Arens. Did he introduce you to Alton Lawrence as a comrade ? 

Mr. Butter. He introduced me to Williams as a comrade, yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did he introduce Williams to you as a comrade? 

Mr. Butter. That’s right. 

Mr. Arens. Did you “then engage in a conversation with Mr. 
Williams? 

Mr. Butter. Well, they had a conversation there. There was my- 
self, and Lawrence and, I believe, Mike Ross was present. I know. 
We talked there. They discussed some things there, what was going 
on in this convention. Later, as I said—that’s about the only thing 
that I knew about Williams then. 

Mr. Arens. Where did this transpire now. At the convention? 
Was it in a room? 

Mr. Butter. No; it was out in the hall of the auditorium; you know, 
a big auditorium like this and out in the hall, in the corridors of the 
auditorium. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have occasion at any other time to engage 
Aubrey Williams in conversation or to have contact or dealings with 
him? 

Mr. Butter. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Tell us about that. 

Mr. Burier. Well, Aubrey Williams in about 3 or 4 weeks—I'd say 
probably a month—he came down to Bessemer and visited Lawrence 
at Bessemer and he came down to the international office there. 
Lawrence brought him in again and introduced him around to who 
was there, the ones that didn’t know him. It was Asbury Howard, 
Frank Allen, and myself and Mike Ross and Williams. 

Mr. Arens. At that time did you and Lawrence meet each other 
as comrades, the protocol of the Communist Party? Did you just 
say hello, or what happened ? 

Senator Easttanp. Do not lead him. Ask him what happened. 

Mr. Burier. No. We went into the international office which is 
just like the room around there [indicating] where we held the union 
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meetings and we had a little conference I’d say in there. We was all 
in the room and the door was locked. 

Senator Easritanp. You had a conference. What kind of a 
conference ? 

Mr. Burier. Well, I’d say it was partly or pertaining to a party 
conference. 

Senator Easrianp. Pertaining to a party conference? 

Mr. Bourter. Yes. 

Senator EastLanp. What party? 

Mr. Butter. Communist Party. 

Senator Easrtanp. The Communist Party ? 

Mr. Butter. Yes, sir. 

Senator Easrtanp. Who was present ? 

Mr. Burier. There was myself, Mike Ross, Asbury Howard and 
Frank Allen, Alton Lawrence and Williams, I can recall. 

Mr. Arens. Were there any persons there whom you did not know as 
Communists or who were not identified to you as Communists? 

Mr. Burier. No; they was all close Communists. 

Mr. Arens. Was that a closed Communist meeting. 

Mr. Butter. Yes. 

Mr. Wuui1aMs. Did he m: _ the statement I was a Communist ? 

Mr. Buruer. I said, yes, it was a closed Communist meeting, be- 
cause Lawrence and Williams ‘a alked about what had happened to this 
convention in Nashville, how good the convention meant to the party. 

Mr. Wiiu1ams. I feel it a personal privilege to say that I challenge 
this man to go out in the hall and make that statement in the presence 
of newspapermen. 

Mr. Butter. I'll make it in the presence of anybody in the world. 

Senator EastLanp. Just a minute, 

Mr. WruitaMs. I'll sue him the minute he does it. 

Senator Easritanp. That is something between you two when we 
recess. 

Mr. Wituiams. But I want that in the record, him to make the state- 
ment out from under the protection of this committee. I'll sue him 
the minute he does. 

Senator Easruanp. Proceed. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have any other occasion when you had associa- 
tion or contact with Aubrey Williams? 

Mr. Burier. No, nothing, only I heard his name mentioned time 
ind time again at party meetings 

Mr. Arens. In what capacity was his name used in party meetings ? 

Mr. Butter. Just Comrade Williams, who was a party member. 

Mr. Arens. Do you recall who it was who used his name as 
comrade—— 

Mr. Burter. Bob Hall used it. Bob Hall used it several times. 

Mr. Arens. Who was Bob Hall? To identify him again? 

Mr. Burier. He was secretary-treasurer of the State of Alabama 
for the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Where and when did Rob Hall in a Communist meeting 
refer to Aubrey Williams as Comrade Williams? 

Mr. Burter. Well, it was in Birmingham. There was meeting 
after meeting held there. I couldn’t name the amount of times I w ent 
to those party meetings. One time they rented the Ben Hur Hall in 
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my name and paid the rent on it and notified me that it had been rented 
for a party meeting, for a meeting place and they held it in the Salva- 
tion Army Hall over there, seve ral down on Fifth Avenue there, and 
that Negro Masonic Temple. 

Senator EastnAnp. Was Mr. Williams there? 

Mr. Butter. No, he was never present. 

Mr. Wiutu1aMs. Mr. Chairman, may I ask him another question ¢ 

Senator Easrtanp. Wait just a minute. I am going to give you 
every opportunity, Mr. Williams. You stated there was one meeting 
he wasat. Was there more than one? 

Mr. Burter. No; the two. I met him in Nashville, and the one in 
Bessemer. 

Mr. Witu1aMs. Would it have to do with that Bessemer meeting, 
if I could proceed on that? « 

Senator Eastianp. I am going to let you testify and let you say 
whatever you want to say. 

Have you any more questions ? 

Mr. Arens. No more questions of Mr. Butler at this time. 

Senator Easrtanp. Go ahead, Mr. Williams. 

Mr. WiturAms. I would like to know when this meeting in Bessemer 
was held. 

Mr. Butter. A few weeks after the convention in Nashville, Tenn. 

Mr. Wiiitams. When was the convention held in Nashville, Tenn. 

Mr. Butter. The date of 1942 in the summer months. 

Senator Easrianp. Talk a little louder, Mr. Butler. 

Mr. Butter. I won’t name the exact date that this convention was 
held in Nashville, Tenn., but Mrs. Roosevelt—— 

Mr. Wiui1AMs. It was when she was 

Mr. Butier. She was the one having the conference. 

Mr. Wittiams. You don’t recall when ? 

Mr. Burier. I don’t recall the date of year. 

Mr. WituiaMs. You don’t recall when the meeting was held? 

Mr. Bottrr. July or August. 

Mr. Wit1iams. And you don’t know when the meeting was held in 
Bessemer ? 

Senator Eastianp. He said months later. 

Mr. Witu1AMs. He said 2 weeks one time. 

Mr. Butter. You visited Lawrence’s home in Bessemer. 

Mr. Wiri1AMs. That’s a lie and the other’s a lie that you are saying 
also. If you got anything you are going to pay for this. 

Senator Eastianp. Wait a minute. Ask him a question. 

Mr. Wiutu1AMs. I asked. Hecan’t answer. No use keeping him on. 
Mr. Durr. We have a case of conflicting testimony under oath, two 
diametrical opposite stories from the two witnesses, and I would like 

to inquire if there will be any action taken to determine that. 

Senator Eastitanp. That is a decision that I am going to make, 

Mr. Durr. I just wanted to know. 

Senator EastiaAnp. That is a decision that I will make. I am going 
to try to do the right thing about it, as I see it. Have you any more 
questions of Mr. Butler? 

Mr. Arens. No. We have Mr. Crouch now. 

Senator Eastianp. Step down, Mr. Butler. 

Mr. Durr. Might we have a little recess right now so that Mr. 
Williams and Mr. Butler can go outside? 
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Senator Eastianp. Now, listen, Mr. Durr, this is a hearing. 

Mr. Durr. He has been on the stand quite a while. 

Senator Eastianp. I understand. If they wanted to get together 
when this hearing concludes that is something else but we are certainly 
not going to recess for that purpose. 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF PAUL CROUCH 


Mr. Arens. Mr. Crouch, you have previously been identified and 
sworn on this record ? 

Mr. Croucn. I have. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Crouch, during the period of time that you were 
a member of the Communist Party, did you have occasion to make 
the acquaintanceship of Mr. Aubrey Williams who occupies the prin- 
cipal witness chair in this courtroom ? 

Mr. Croucn. Yes, sir; to the extent that I met him several times 
and talked with him on at least three occasions. 

Mr. Arens. Will you just describe those occasions on which you 
had your conversation with Mr. Williams, where and when, and what 
transpired ? 

Mr. Croucu. The first occasion where I met Mr. Williams was in 
the Department of Commerce auditorium in Washington, D. C., at the 
Unity Convention where the original Workers Alliance was merged 
with the Unemployed Councils and the Unemployed Leagues. I met 
him at the rear of the platform just back of the platform and was 
introduced to him by Herbert Benjamin. I don’t recall the exact 
date. It isa matter of record—around 1935. 

Senator Easttanp. Who is Herbert Benjamin? 

Mr. Croucu. Herbert Benjamin was a charter member, a founder 
of the Communist Party, a member of its central committee from 
the beginning, one of its chief national leaders, the former district 
organizer of the Communist Party in Philadelphia, Maryland, Dela- 
ware, the District of Columbia, the founder and the head of the Un- 
employed Councils and organizations as set up by the Communist 
Party when it was merged with the Workers Alliance and the un- 
employed leagues at the convention in Washington, D. C. 

He became the organizational secretary of the Workers Alliance, 
retained that position until around 1940 when he became national 
head of another Communist organization, the International Workers 
Order. 

Mr. Arens. Will you kindly tell what transpired at that meeting? 

Mr. Croucn. At that meeting I was introduced to Mr. Williams as 
district organizer of the Communist Party, North and South Caro- 
lina, and as North Carolina State vice president of the Unemployed 
League of North Carolina which was then being merged with the 
alliance. Then, after the introductions I talked for about probably 
10 minutes, as nearly as I can recall the time, regarding the fact that 
the Communists had decided to build the unemployed leagues in 
North Carolina to go into the Unemployed League and capture it 
from the Trotskyites rather than build the unemployed councils there, 
and that the organization then was under Communist leadership and 
this merger of these organizations was going to be very beneficial to 
the re volutionary movement, or words to that effect. 
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I cannot recall the exact words, but as near as I can recall that 
is the general substance. I do not recall Mr. Williams’ exact re- 
marks, but as nearly as I can recall they were in the nature of ex- 
pressing pleasure at the way things were going locally and nationally. 

There were some remarks exchanged on how this Workers Alliance 
united organization was going to be a very powerful organization, 
words to that effect. 

Mr. ARI NS. What was the second occasion on which you had con- 
versation with Mr. Williams? 

Mr. Croucn. I’m not sure which of the next two occasions was the 
second one, one at the Southern Conference for Human Welfare which 
was a very, very brief—— 

Mr. Arens. Where and when was that ? 

Mr. Crovucn. At an auditorium, at the—city auditorium as I recall 
it, at Birmingham, Ala., when the Southern Conference for H man 
Welfare was established in 1938. The other occasion may have been 
before or after in 1938 or early 1939 in a public park where an 0 atdeot 
meeting under the auspices of ta Workers Alliance was in progress, 
and where ebrianlitetits Luther Patrick of Birmingham was speak- 
ing at the time. 

Mr. Williams was visiting or passing through Birmingham and he, 
Rob Hall, and I were at the edge of the crowd and we talked a little 
and walked slightly away from the crowd to continue our conversation. 

Senator Eastianp. What happened in the conversation ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mr. Croucn. In the conversation both Rob Hall and I reported to 
Mr. W lis ums on the concentration of the Communist movement into 
organizations controlled in Alabama, the Workers Alliance and the 
Farmers Union and cited the excellent work being done by Rev 
Gerald Harris, Alabama State vice president of the Farmers’ Union 
and member of the district committee of the Communist Party for the 
Alabama district. 

Mr. Williams asked general questions. I don’t remember the exact 
questions, but commented on the Farmers’ Union and the Workers 
Alliance. I could not remember what he said enough to quote 
accurately. 

Mr. Arens. What was the ne xt occasion on which you - 

Mr. Crovucn. Those are the three that I have personal recollection 
of. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Crouch, on the basis of your background and ex- 
perience are you prepared to say whether or not during the period of 
time you were an official of the Communist Party, Williams accepted 
the discipline of the party ? 

Mr. Croucn. I'll have to answer that in two ways. In the first place 
Williams’ record, which I knew well throughout my membership and 
his activities always coincided with the work and the interests of the 
Communist Party. 

In the second place, I would not have made the st stements I made 
to him, to anyone, unless I had been privately informed, I had 
been by Rob Hall, that he was a secret member of the oe munist 
Party. 

Mr. Arens. Did Rob F. Hall inform you that Williams was a secre* 
member of the Communist Party ? 
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Mr. Durr. Mr. Chairman, I object to this hearsay evidence. 

Senator Easr.anp. Just a minute, now. Mr. Williams, I am going 
to give you an op portunity. 

Mr. Durr. Will we he ave an opportunity to cross-examine / 

Senator EastLanp. Yes,sir. Just let me handle it. 

Mr. Croucn. He did. 

Mr. Arens. Did Rob F. Hall identify himself in the presence of 
Aubrey Williams as district organizer of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Croucn. As I recall, he referred to his work as district or- 
ganizer. I don’t recall the wording he used. It was clear from the 
conversation, as I recall it, but I don’t recall just what words was 
used in stat ing his position. 

Mr. Arens. No further questions now. 

Senator Easritanp. Mr. Williams has answered all the questions and 
I think his attorney should be given the right of cross-examination 
as he requested. I am going to permit you to examine Mr. Crouch. 

Mr. Durr. Mr. Crouch, when did you join the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Croucn. August 1925. 

Mr. Durr. August 1925. Where did you join? 

Mr. Croucn. Pardon me? 

Mr. Durr. Where did you join ? 

Mr. Croucu. I joined in the United States Army. 

Senator Easrnanp. Speak louder. 

Mr. Croucn. I joined while serving in the United States Army 
disciplinary barracks, Alcatraz Island, Calif., where I was then con- 
fined for having organized a Communist group in the United States 
Army of Hawalians known as the Hawaiian Communist League. 

Mr. Durr. You joined in 1925 4 

Mr. Crovcn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Durr. In Hawaii? 

Mr. Crovucn. No, sir; at the disciplinary barracks. In 1925 I organ- 

ized a Communist organization of the United States Army in Hawaii 
known as the Hawaiian Communist League and applied for affilia- 
tion with the Communist International as a section of it. Before 
action could be taken immediately after this the leaders were arrested 
by the Army and a court-martial resulted, and shortly after that— 
the court-martial was in April 1925 and it was August 1925 that I 
made my formal application to Tom Lewis, California district organ- 
izer of the Communist Party, who visited me accompanied by my 
attorney, Austin Lewis. 

Mr. Durr. You were court-martialed and where was that trial 
held ? 

Mr. Crovucu. The court-martial was held at Schofield Barracks, 
Hawaii, during the first week of April, 1925. 

Mr. Durr. And what was the result of that court martial? 

Mr. Croucn. The result of the court martial was that I was found 
guilty of violation of the 96th Article of War, conduct detrimental 
to the prejudice of good order, and military discipline, and for speci- 
fications under it: First, that I had violated section 4214 of the revised 
laws of Hawaii of 1914 in failing to obtain a charter for secret organi- 
zation; secondly, that I had written a letter to the Communist Inter- 
national in Moscow applying for admission to the Communist 
International to the prejudice of good order and military discipline; 
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third, that I had stated in the presence of others that I favored the 
overthrow of the American Government by peaceful means, if possible, 
by force if necessary ; and, fourth, that I had recruited another soldier 
into an organization that had been formed in violation of section 4214, 
revised laws of Hawaii of 1914, without having previously obtained a 
charter. 

Senator Easr.anp. Do not go so fast. I have trouble following. 

Mr. Croucu. In consequence, I was sentenced to be discharged from 
the United States Army and to be confined in an Army disciplinary 
barracks for a period of 40 years which, upon review of the War 
Department, was reduced to 3 years in an Army disciplinary barracks, 
and I actually served until June 1, 1927, in the Army disciplinary 
barracks. 

Senator Easrnanp. Then where did you go? 

Mr. Croucn. I went on a speaking tour of the United States from 
coast to coast, organized by the Commumist Party and then I went 
to Moscow shortly thereafter as a representative of the Communist 
Party of the United States to meetings of the executive committee 
of the Communist International and for conferences with the Red 
army general staff to study means of infiltrating the American Army 
and planning the overthrow of the Government of the United States 
and its defeat in a future war with the Communist world. 

Mr. Durr. Mr. Crouch, after you were discharged, then you went 
to Moscow and you came back and you plotted again to overthrow 
the Government by force and violenc e? 

Mr. Croucu. I did. 

Mr. Durr. All right. Where did you go from there? 

Mr. Crovcu. During the next few years, I was in the national 
headquarters of the Communist Party, New York City, holding such 
positions as national secretary of the Anti-Imperialist League, work- 
ing with Whittaker Chambers on the editorial staff of the Daily 
Worker, editing the Young Worker, directing the National Com- 
mission, National Department of the Communist Party for infiltra- 
tion of the Armed Forces. 

I supervised the sending of 200 in 1 year into the National Guard 
to get military training to overthrow this Government. In 1928, I was 
on the National Election Campaign Committee and was sent by the 
Communist Party as the first organizer ever sent to the South. 

Senator Easttanp. Do not talk so fast. I cannot follow this. 

Mr. Croucn. Upon making a tour of the South, I reported back 
at the Charlotte, N. C., area, and offered the best point for concen- 
tration. The central committee accepted this and began work leading 
to the Gastonia strike of April 1929, of which I was a leader, a strike 
which resulted in the shooting and death of the chief of police at a 
time when I was absent from Gastonia. It resulted in the establish- 
ment of the Communist Party in the Gastonia-Charlotte area, which 
within a year spread to New Orleans, to Florida, to Birmingham, to 
Chattanooga, and resulted in the present organizational structure of 
the party. 

Thereafter, I was State or district organizer of the Communist 
Party for Virginia, for Utah, and in Utah I also was State organizer 
of the National Miners Union and had a strike that resulted in over a 
thousand arrests in the State and the building of the Communist Party 
in the minefields of Utah. 
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I then came back to the South in June of 1934 and became Carolina 
district organizer of the Communist Party and North Carolina State 
vice president of the Unemployed League; also served on the Negro 
Agricultural and Trade Union Commission and on the Agricultural 
Commission of the Central Committee, helped plan the infiltration 
of the Farmers Union and its capture in areas such as Alabama, Iowa, 
and elsewhere, and the merger of the Communist-created Share- 
croppers Union—— 

Mr. Durr. Mr. Crouch, why did you join the Communist Party? 

Mr. Croucu. To help overthrow the Government of the United 
States, to set up a world Soviet Government so that the capitalist 


system of free ente1 prise could be replaced bv a world socialist econ- 


omy a ! iltimately leading to comn unism. 

Mr. Durr. Why did you want to overthrow the Government of 
the United States? , 

Mr. Croucu. Because I had been influenced for years, first by So- 


cialist propaganda. I had been in the Young People’s Socialist 
League before I ever became a Communist and under the influence 
of socialism, my understanding had been poisoned, my ability to think 
had been weakened, and the influences of the writings of Marx and 
Engels and Socialist writers like Eugene Debs, Victor Berger, Morris 


Hillquit, and other in this country, prepared me for the Communist 
philosophy which is virtually interchangeable with the left wing. 
Mr. Durr. How long were you engaged in this effort to betray and 
overthrow your country ¢ 
Mr. Croucnu. For 17 years. 


Mr. Durr. For 17 years? 

Mr. Croucn. Until 1942. 

Mr. Durr. Let’s ask about your training in Moscow. 

What was the nature of that training ¢ 

Mr. Croucn. That training included studies in methods of espio- 
nage, of how to have Communists get in key positions in Government, 
to disguise themselves, to claim they were not Communists when they 
were Communists, to get valuable information, to get positions in 
Government where they could influence policy. 

It included 

Mr. Durr. You were trained in deception, were you not ? 

Senator EastLanp. Justaminute. Let him answer. 

Mr. Croucn. It included means of sabotage such as the production 
of incendiary bombs or methods of blowing up ships, methods that 
would cause airplanes to crack up in the air after taking off. It in- 
cluded means of communication, codes, courier services, and the general 
science of guerrilla warfare, civil warfare, how to indoctrinate pris- 
oners, how to convert prisoners who were captured in war to Com- 
munist ideology and turn them against their own government, and 
how to carry on propaganda in opposing armies to demoralize them 
and to assure the victory of the Soviet Union over all countries op- 
posing it. These are some of the things I studied in Moscow. 

Mr. Durr. And you were trained in deception, were you not? 

Mr. Croven. Everything in the Communist Party was based on de- 
ception of having the Communist Party operate like an iceberg, a 
small part legal and a great part 

Mr. Durr. You-— 
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Mr. Crovcn. Just a minute. A great part of the Communist Party 
is composed ¢ f secret, concealed membe I's in all Ww alks ot life who 
would be in vositio n to do the real work in coordination with the few 
known Communists. That’s how the Party has always operated and 
that’s how the left Socialists who work in partnership with the Com- 
munists like Mr. Dombrowski, having nothing fundamentally differ- 
ent from the Communist Party and their means of operations, like 
Mr. Myles Horton, who has discussed with me the matter of—— 

Mr. Durr. When did Myles Horton discuss with you the 

Senator Easttanp. Wait just a minute. 





Mr. Durr. I am not going to be permitted to cross examine him, 
or is | Oo ying to make speeches, Mr Eastland ? : 

Senator Easrnanp. Just a minute. Mr. Horton is going to testify. 

Mr. Durr. He brought in Mr. Horton’s name, 

Senator EASTLAND. (70 ahead and ask the question. 

Mr. Croucn. I have discussed with Mr. Horton at various times—— 

Mr ~ rr. Let’s be specifi 

eee ROUCH. On a S] ecific occasion the conversation took place at 
Hichl al der i O Ik Se h ol—— 

Senator Easttanp. Where is Mr. Horton? 

Mr. Croucu. I don’t see hint at the moment. I saw him earlier. 
He the ¢ cent] ‘man seated back here. 


Senator Easrtanp. All right, Mr. Durr. I think the record should 
show that he is your client; is that right? 

Mr. Durr. Yes, sir; Horton is my client. 

Mr. Croucn. The meeting was at the Highlander Folk School and 
present was Mr. Horton, Mr. James Dombrowski, Ed McCrea, the 
Nashville organizer of the Communist Party, a member of the bureau, 
and later my successor as Tennessee organizer. At this—what is your 
question ¢ Maybe I am ge tting ahead of you. 

Mr. Durr. I was trying to find out the time and place of this meet- 
ing, the first meeting you had with Mr. Myles Horton. 

Mr. Croucn. The place was the Highlander Folk School. 

Mr. Durr. Let’s pin down the time. Let’s get the time. 

Mr. Croucn. The time was in 1940. I do not recall the month. 
The time was in 1940. 

Mr. Durr. 1940. Is that as near as you can come to it? 

Mr. Croucn. Yes; it is. 

Mr. “ rR. Was it the spring, the am er, or what? 

Mr. Croucu. It was in warm weather because we were sitting out- 
doors. ie warm months of 1940. 

Mr. Durr. The warm months of 1940? 

Mr. Croucnu. Yes. sit 

Mr. Durr. You were sitting outdoors? 

Mr. Crovucnu. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Durr. Who was present? 

Mr. Croucn. Present was Mr. Myles Horton, Mr. James Dombrow- 
ski, Ed McCrea, and myself, and possibly—and a Mr. Franz Daniel 
was present for a few moments. 

Mr. Durr. Who is Mr. Franz Daniel? 

Mr. Crovucn. Mr. Franz Daniel is a trade union organizer and a 
Socialist. 
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Senator Eastianp. Is he affiliated with the Communists? 

Mr. Croucu. That would require a long definition. I have had 
discussions with Mr. Franz Daniel on cooperation at various times, but 
to answer that question, Senator, would require a lengthy explanation 
of the role of his points of agreement and disagreement. 

Senator Easrnanp. As to James Dombrowski who was present, 
he the gentleman that is sitting in the courtroom ? 

Mr. Croucu. The gentleman seated who has testified earlier and 
the gentleman seated in back of Mr. Horton. 

Mr. Durr. Let’s get on. What happened on this occasion ? 

Mr. Croucn. At this occasion I stated that the Communist Party 
Was anxious to get the maximum results from the Highlander Folk 
School without endangering Mr. Horton or anyone- 

_ Durr. The maximum results. What kind of results? 

ator EastLanp. Wait justa minute. Let him finish his answer. 
Fi nish your answer, Mr. Crouch. 

Mr. Crovcu. The results to which I referred were if it were to 
become public knowledge that the Highlander Folk School was co- 
operating too closely with the Communist Party and carrying on 
too much open Communist propaganda that it would endanger its 
funds and its support and the Communist Party recognized that this 
would be harmful to the school and the party. 

However, the party did wish to utilize this school for purposes of 
recruiting, for the purpose of promoting the feeling 

Mr. Durr. Just a minute. Did you say that you told Mr. Dom- 
browski and Mr. Horton that, or that was the desire? 

Mr. Crovcn. I stated that to them. This was the desire of the 
Communist Party, not to endanger the school by any activities that 
would identify it too openly and at the same time that the Communist 
Party wished to work out a program of coordination whereby revolu- 
tionary results would be obtained from the school, and agreements 
were made on that point. 

Senator Eastitanp. I want to ask a question right there. At that 
time what was your position in the Communist Party? 

Mr. Croucn. I was a member of the Negro Commission of the 
central committee of the Communist Party, the Agricultural Com- 
mission of the Communist Party, of the central committee of the 
Communist Party, Negro Trade Union and Agricultural Commissions, 
and I was Tennessee district organizer of the Communist Party with 
headquarters in Knoxville. 

Mr. Durr. Mr. Crouch, when did you leave the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Crovcn. I left the Communist Party from my point of view, 
that is, as I looked at isas I 

Mr. Durr. What do you mean by as you looked at it? 

Mr. Crovcn. Mr. Durr, there are two conceptions of Communist 
Party membership. The Communist Party itself does not recognize 
resign: — one the party and particularly, above all, of its leaders. 
They either have to be expelled or the party regards them as still 
Communists who must be brought back. I was never expelled. I 
left the Communist by ceasing to attend meetings and pay dues in 
the spring of 1942. The Communist Party issued me a book for the 
vear 1943 which I kept and turned it over to the House committee 
later, and in 1947 while I was in Miami, Fla., the Communist Party 
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gain issued me a membership book for that year, demanding that I 
return to activities in the Communist Party and it was not until J 
fought the party so vigorously in the summer and fall of that year 
that they broke off all speaking relations, and in November of 1947 
I received a card signed “Irving” saying “This is your very last 
chance,” and giving a time and place where I should go, and I did 
not go. 

Mr. Durr. Why did you leave the party in 1942? 

Mr. Croucn. I left the Communist Party in 1942 because I realized 
that communism is a will-o’-the-wisp, that I had believed it was lead- 
ing the world—— 

Mr. Durr. What made you do that after 17 vears ? 

Senator Easttanp. Wait a minute. Let him finish his answer. 

Mr. Croucn. I left the Communist Party because I had become 
convinced that instead of leading humanity to a better world, that 
the Communists were leading to a slave society, to labor camps in 
which millions would be imprisoned in America as in Russia that 
instead of this being a temporary period it would be a permanent 
period in which humanity would be enslaved perhaps for the next 
thousand years, and that due to my mistaken idealism I had become 
pee of the most dangerous conspiracy in history, that I had helped 

build a Frankenstein that threatened my children and the children of 
all Americans, and it was my duty to get out of this conspiracy. 

Mr. Durr. What made you change your mind after 17 years? 
What happened to you? Why didn’t you change your mind sooner? 
You said you were all of this time for 17 years a member of an organ- 
ization trying to betray and overthrow the Government, teaching 
ooneinae and espionage. What happened to you to make you get out ? 

Mr. Crovucn. Mr. Durr, the first thing that happened to me was in 
1933 when I was organizer in Utah. I was editing the Carbon County 
Miner. 

Mr. Dorr. In 1933? 

Mr. Croucn. In 1933. This is the beginning of a change. Let me 
tell you the actual change that you asked the question about, Mr. 
Durr. I was editing a paper, the organ of the National Miners Union 
in Utah. The central committee of the Communist Party reviewing 
this found that there was no attack on President Roosevelt, that I had 
failed in months, I had failed in all the issues I edited to say that 
Roosevelt was a Fascist and an enemy of the people, a man enslaving 
America, as was the party line at that time, and I had done this 
because in 1929 I sat across the desk from Franklin D. Roosevelt for 
half a day. I was under extradition proceedings, and he refused to 
grant those extradition proceedings. 

Mr. Durr. When was that date? 

Mr. Croucn. This was in the fall of 1929 when Franklin D. Roose- 
velt was Governor of New York. I was indicted in Massachusetts 
under the charge of conspiracy to cause rioting. I was arrested in 
New York and held for extradition. While the extradition proceed- 
ings were going on I sat across the desk from Franklin D. Roosevelt 
for half a day and I was convinced that here was a man who, although 
he belonged to everything that I stood against, nevertheless was a man 
of integrity, of brilliance, and unquestioned sincerity and therefore 
when it became the party line—— 
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Mr. Durr. Mr. Chairman, has he got to go on speaking this way or 
may I ask a question ? 

Senator Easrianp. You have asked a question and you know, Mr. 
Durr—— 

Mr. Durr. Your other witnesses—— 

Senator Easrtanp. You will be allowed to ask any questions you 


want. He has a right to answer the questions. 
Mr. Durr Does he have a right—— 
Senator Easttanp. Because you are not getting the answer you 


desire, I am sorry. 
Mr. Durr. Whether I get the answer I desire or not, I am getting 


Senator Eastianp. All right. Let him answer the questio1 

Mr. Durr. Other witnesses are required from the bench to answer 
yes” | r “no.” , 

Senator Easrianp. All right. I have required witnesses to answer 
“ves” or “no” and then let them explain. Have you finished that 
answer, Mr. Crouch? 

Mr. Croucn. No, I haven’t, because if the reporter will read the 
original question, you will see that the original question was: What 
caused me after 17 years to lose my faith in communism and decide 
not to become a part of a conspiracy ? 

Senator Easttanp. How can that question be answered yes or no? 

Mr. Durr. Apparently it can’t, Your Honor. 

Senator Easttanp. What is your next question ? 

Mr. Durr. You got out in 1942? 

Mr. Crovucn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Durr. What did you do when you got out of the Communist 
Party in 1942? 

Mr. Crovucn. I worked in a defense plant of the U. S. Steel Products 
Co., Oak and Clements Streets, Alameda, Calif., making parts for 
incendiary bomb containers for national defense during the war while 
my wife was working in another defense plant during those war 
years, and later I went to Brownsville, Tex., and worked for Pan 
American World Airways, also in the defense work, during the final 
period of the war. 

Mr. Durr. When you went to work in these plants, did you report 
to anybody that you were a Communist and th: Ht you had been devot- 
ing yourself to overthrow the Government? 

Mr. Crovucn. I don’t recall, Mr. Durr, but what do you mean? 
Did I report to someone ? F 

Mr. Durr. Did you report to any officials of the plant? 

Mr. Crovucn. I don’t recall whether I had any discussion with any 
officials of the plant or not. I don’t think they were interested or 
asked me any thing about it. 

I believe it was well known. My employment was in the county in 
which I lived and I had been highly publicized, had spoken on the 
radio and had spoken in the city auditorium of Oakland as the or- 
ganizer of the Tamsivdinit Party and I think that everyone there, all 
the employers was familiar with the fact that I had been the Com- 
munist Party organizer for Alameda as they were with the fact that 
William Schneiderman was the State organizer. TI don’t think it was 
necessary. 
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Mr. Durr. No questions raised at the time you went to work at the 
plant ? 

Mr. Crovcn. No. Later, after I had left the party a form was 
circulated saying, “Are you now a member of the Communist Party 
or the Nazi Bund?” As I was not a member—I had left the party— 
I said I was not a member of the Communist Party or the Nazi Bund. 

Mr. Durr. According to the Communists, you stayed in the party. 
You talked about two kinds of resignations, one, that took place in 
1942, and another in 1947. What was your status between 1942 and 
1947? ; 

Mr. Croucn. Would you clarify, Mr. Durr? Status of employment 
or status—— 

Mr. Durr. As a Communist. 

Mr. Croucn. My status as a Communist was to try to— I was op- 
posed to communism and yet I lived in constant fear of meeting fate 
that Juliet Stuart Poyntz and many other Communists who had 
been liquidated by the International Soviet conspiracy because they 
knew too much. I lived in constant fear of my life in those years. 
At the same time I did what I could to block it. At the same time, in 
Texas, with the CIO in 1946 I was very active in blocking Communist 
maneuvers because I understood them and recognized them. 

I might say when I went to Florida in the spring of 1947 and was 
told by Smolikoff that I had to rejoin the Communist Party I didn’t 
dare say at that time that I wasn’t going to. I just didn’t say any- 
thing and I left him take it for granted for a few months that I would 
be returning to membership and when they said you go to this and 
that place, well, I was sick or something happened, I didn’t go but I 
did not say I wasn’t going. I didn’t say I was through with the Com- 
munist Party or anything 44 the kind and that is the reason that Leo 
Sheiner told me of his very important position 

Mr. Durr. Let me ask you a question right here now. Mr. Sheiner 
is not here to cross-examine. Did you report to the FBI anything 
you had done—— 

Senator Eastianp. Wait just a minute. That is a question that 
we are not going into. It isa privileged question and I am not going 
to permit it. The FBI has a very complete file. 

Mr. Dorr. I want to find out 

Senator Eastutanp. The FBI has a complete file on subversives in 
this country and it is something we are not going into. 

Mr. Durr. Here is a man—— 

Senator EastLanp. You know better now than to ask a question as 
to whether a man has given information to the FBI. I will let him 
answer that question whether he has given them information. I am 
not going to let you ask him what information he has given to the 
FBI. 

Mr. Durr. I did not plan to ask him right at this time what in- 
formation he has given. 

Senator Easrianp. All right; I will let you ask him just as to 
whether he has given them information. 

Mr. Durr. When did you first report your activities to the FBI? 

Mr. Croucu. December of 1947. 

Senator Eastntanp. Mr. Crouch, have you given the FBI full 
information ? 
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Mr. Crovucn. I have given the FBI as much information—— 

Senator Easrtanp. I mean of your activities in the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Croucn. As much information as I could and I would estimate 
5,000 hours of consultation and typing material for the FBI. I have 
not yet given it all. The material is so voluminous that I would say 
I have devoted approximately 5,000 hours to giving the FBI informa- 
tion on the Communist conspiracy. 

Mr. Durr. Mr. Crouch—— 

Senator Easritanp. Let me say right here, and the Chair thinks 
he knows what he is talking about, that the FBI has gotten some very 
valuable information from this man and has confidence in what he 
Says. 

Mr. Durr. Your Honor, Mr. Chairman, I was trying to find out 
the circumstances under which he did it. 

Senator Eastnanp. We are not going into any questions as to what 
he has given the FBI. 

Mr. Durr. What caused you to do that? 

Mr. Croucu. What caused me was this—— 

Mr. Durr. Had you been arrested ¢ 

Mr. Crovucn. I had not been arrested or threatened with arrest-—— 

Mr. Durr. Did the FBI contact you, or did you— 

Senator Eastianp. You are entitled to finish that answer. He 
asked you if you had been arrested ? 

Mr. Croucn. No, I had not been arrested. For many, many years 
J have not been arrested, since I left the Communist Party and for 
many years during that period and he asked me a previous question 
as to why I went to the FBI and I would like the privilege of answer- 
ing that. 

Senator Eastianp. All right. 

Mr. Croucu. He asked me the question of why I went to the FBI 
and my reason was that the Communists was in the process of destroy- 
ing the last vestige of freedom in Czechoslovakia. 

Mr. Durr. Why didn’t you go to the FBI in 1942? 

Senator EastLanp. Let him answer the question. 

Mr. Crovcn. In December 1947 the international situation was 
moving so fast that I was convinced that the threat of Soviet conquest 
of the world and the danger of atomic bombs dropping on our country, 
and I happened to have a lot of knowledge about the Communist access 
to information on the atomic bombs. I knew a lot more than the 
public did or does about the Soviet resources for knowing what our 
atomic defenses are. 

I knew beyond any possible question in 1947 that the Soviet Union 
had or would shortly have bombs that they could drop on our cities 
and I felt I would keep my children and keep your children alive— 
if you have any—— 

Mr. Durr. When did you discover this, Mr. Crouch ? 

When did you discover that there was this danger from the Soviet 
bomb ? 

Mr. Crovcn. In the first place 

Mr. Durr. I am asking when you first discovered this danger from 
Soviet bombs? 

Mr. Crovucu. I began to discover this—if you wish me to cite 
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Mr. Durr. Did you discover it through your activities in the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Arens. He has about three questions. Let him answer one at 
a time. 

Senator Easrianp. What is the first question? Wait just a minute. 

Mr. Durr. If I can get an answer to my question. 

Senator Easttanp. Which question do you want him to answer? 

Mr. Durr. I want him to answer when he first discovered that the 
threats from Soviet bombs were a serious threat ? 

Senator Eastnanp. All right. Answer that question. 

Mr. Crovcu. I discovered that the threat of the Soviet-—— 

Mr. Durr. I asked the question when ? 

Mr. Crovucn. Just a minute. I am answering when, Mr. Durr: 
That in the summer of 1941 I discovered that the Soviet Union was 
learning what was going on in research at the radiation laboratory, 
the University of California, through the highest-placed scientists 
employed there whom I knew to be members of the Communist 
Party—— 

Mr. Durr. Did you discover this in 1941 ? 

Senator EasTLanp. Just a minute now. 

Mr. Croucn. I discovered that the Communists had sent Mercel 
Sherer, the head of espionage in the scientific field, to personally 
direct the espionage activities in research that was going on 

Mr. Durr. When you discovered that did you report that to the 
FBI or any other Government official ? 

Mr. Croucn. No; I was still in the Communist Party, and I would 
be glad, Senator 

Mr. Durr. Did you report it in 1942? 

Senator Easttanp. Wait, Mr. Durr. You ask one question right 
after another. I want you to observe some kind of order. Ask him a 
question and let him answer. 

Mr. Durr. I get such long speeches. 

Senator EastLanp. You ask 3 or 4 questions, one right after the 
other. Which question do you want him to answer ¢ 

Mr. Durr. I asked him the first question if he reported in 1941 when 
he discovered this infiltration for the purpose of espionage, and his 
answer was “No.” 

Senator Easrnanp. His answer was he was still in the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Durr. You left the Communist Party in 1942? 

Mr. Croucn. Yes. 

Mr. Durr. And you knew this threat was there? 

Mr. Croucu. I knew to the extent that whatever scientific work of 
a military nature was going on there, that that information was going 
to the Soviet Union and would ultimately be used against America. 

Mr. Durr. Why didn’t you report this in 1942? 

Mr. Crovcu. In January of 1942 I was still the Alameda County 
organizer of the Communist Party. I was still a member of the dis- 
trict bureau of the Communist Party for California, Nevada, and 
Hawaii. 

Mr. Durr. What date did you get out of the party ? 

Mr. Crovcn. I left in the spring of 1942. 

Mr. Durr. Did you report this danger to the FBI when you left 
the Communist Party in the spring of 1942? 
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Mr. Croucnu. No, sil 

Mr. — Why not? 

Mr. Crovucu. For two reasons. I was trying to free myself from all 
this Vietcrenten al chains of Communist i deology . I still regarded the 
American Government as a bad government, a cruel government—— 

Mr. Durr. What 

Senator Eastianp. I want him to answer the question. 

Mr. Croucn. In 1942. 

Senator East. AND. Go ahead, Mr. Crouch. 

Mr. Croucn. In the second place 

Mr. Durr. I think I am entitled to cross-examination. 

Senator EastLanp. You asked these questions and I am going to 
give him the opportunity to answer the question. 

Mr. Durr. If you would give the other witnesses the equal oppor- 
tunity. 

Senator Easrtanp. Yes: I understand that. You have asked the 
<n 

Mr. Croucn. Will you repeat the question, please, Mr. Durr? 

Mr. Durr. You had knowledge of the great d: anger to this country 
from 1942 to 1947 and you did not report it until 1947; is that correct? 

Mr. Crovcn. That is correct. 

Mr. Durr. Where have you been employed since 1947 ? 

Mr. Croucn. I have beeen employed by the Dade County News. 

Senator Eastuanp. Is that in Miami, Fla. ? 

Mr. Croucn. Miami, Fla. 

Mr. Durr. What was the nature of your employment ? 

Mr. Crovcn. Editorial. 

Mr. Durr. What kind of articles did you write? 

Mr. Crovucn. Pure news. 

Mr. Durr. Pure news about what ? 

Mr. Croucn. Pure news about local events. If you wish I will 
obtain from home some copies of the paper for the record with my 
editorials, if they are material. 

Mr. Durr. You write about communism, don’t you ? 

Mr. Croucn. Now or then? Now, yes. 

Mr. Durr. Then? 

Senator Eastianp. He asked you then of the Dade County Nev 

Mr. Croucn. The first articles I wrote about communism 

Senator Eastianp. Wait just a minute, now. The question was 
whether you wrote articles on communism when you first were with 
the Dade Countv News. 

Mr. Croucn. No. 

Senator EastnAnp. You did not? 

Mr. Crovucn. Did not. 

Senator Eastianp. What did you write about ? 

Mr. Crovucn. I wrote about purely local happenings, such as build- 
ing a youth center, community activities, extension of airport facilities, 
and things of interest to the community from a local level. 

Senator Eastrranp. That is enough now. 

What is your next question ? 

Mr. Durr. When did you start working for the Dade County News? 
What date? : 

Mr. Crovcn. December 1947. 
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Mr. Durr. When did you start writing articles on communism ¢ 

Mr. Croucw. March 1949. 

Mr. Durr. Wasn’t a judgment recently obtained some newspaper 
syndicate for libel based on an article that you had written? 

Mr. Crovcu. I have no personal—I have no knowledge beyond 
reports that have appeared in the Communist press. I don’t think 

Mr. Durr. Do you still read the Communist press ! 

Mr. Crovucn. I don’t believe, yes; I read it every day to find out 
the traitors are doing as part of my work for the Government. 

Mr. Durr. You saw nothing about it in the press ? 

Mr. Crovucu. No; I saw nothing about it in any other press. 

Mr. Durr. Have you heard that a judgment was obtained, a judg- 
ment of libel, based upon an article that you had written? 

Mr. Crovucnu. I heard that M. L. Edwards, of Miami, Fla., one of the 
top Communists in the United States, one of the most dangerous 
Communists who is still employed in the airline industry, had | given 
false and perjured testimony saying he had never been a Communist. 
As a result of that some award was supposed to have been given and 
[ understood an appeal was being taken—— 

Mr. Durr. Mr. Crouch, who is paying you to come here? 

Mr. Crovcn. I am paid while I am here by the United States Im- 
migration and Naturalization Service, Department of Justice. My 
wages—the wages of Government employees are continued when they 
are called as a witness before committees or anything like that. 

Mr. Durr. How long have you been employed by the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service ¢ 

Mr. Crovucn. Since August of 1951, 214 years or a little more. 

Mr. Durr. What is your job with the Bureau of Naturalization? 

Mr. Crovucn. I am a consultant, United States Immigration and 
Naturalization Service, now stationed in Honolulu, Hawaii. 

Mr. Durr. Consultant on what? 

Mr. Crovcn. Consultant on such services as may be required by my 
superiors which in general deals with subversive efforts directed 
against our Government and our national sec urity. 

Mr. Durr. Mr. Crouch, are you today a Communist ? 

Mr. Crovucn. I am not. 

Mr. Durr. Can you prove that you are not a Communist ? 

Mr. Croucn. Yes, I believe that any intelligent jury were I to 
present the evidence would say that there is no question whatever 

Mr. Durr. What evidence can you present ? 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Crouch, is Mr. Durr a Communist ? 

Mr. Crovucn. I don’t know whether he still is a Communist or not. 

Mr. Durr. You say I was a Communist at one time? 

Mr. Croucn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. The man who is examining you here so vigorously ? 

Mr. Crovucnu. Yes, sir. 

Senator Easrianp. I am going to strike that. 

Mr. Durr. His testimony is under oath. Let’s leave it in under oath. 

Senator Eastianp. All right. 

Mr. Arenps. Since you are going to leave it in would you elaborate 
then on what is the basis of your statement that Mr. Durr was a 
Communist ? 
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Senator Eastnanp. Wait just a minute. The subject of this in- 
vestigation is the Southern Conference Educational Fund. Mr. Durr 
there is not an official of it. I do not intend to go into that. 

Mr. Durr. We won't go further with that? 

Senator Easrianp. No, sir; not unless you want to. In justice to 
you, if you want to go into it we will do it. The charge was made 
there. 

Mr. Dorr. I will just stand on the record. Do you want to put me 
under oath for just one statement on the record ¢ 

Senator Easrnanp. Certainly; I will let you answer that question 
when the examination of the witness is concluded. I had not in- 
tended to 20 into that. 

Mr. Durr. Saving that for a later date? 

Senator Easrtanp. No, sir; I was not saving that for a later date. 

Mr. Durr. Mr. Crouch, let’s go back to Mr. Aubrey Williams. You 
said you first saw him in the Department of Commerce auditorium 
in Washington, D. C., in 1935. 

Mr. Croucn. In that period. The exact date is a matter of record. 

Mr. Durr. Did you keep notes during the time in the Communist 
Party that you saw or what took place / 

Mr. Crovcu. No, sir, generally no; in specific cases where I had to 
write articles about something; yes. 

Mr. Durr. 1935. That is nearly 20 years ago, is it not? 

Mr. Croucu. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Durr. And you remember who was there? 

Mr. Croucn. Yes, sir. I can name many people who were there if 
you are interested. Yes. 

Mr. Durr. You made no notes at the time? 

Mr. Croucn. I can describe many people there. You can verify 
whether they were there or not. If you wish, I will name them. 

Mr. Durr. No. I am asking you about dates. You say 1935? 

Mr. Croucn. In that period; could have been late 1934, it could 
have been early 1936. 

Mr. Durr. You don’t remember the date, but you remember the 
people that were there? 

Mr. Croucn. It was in the period of approximately 1935 when the 
organizations of the Workers Alliance, the Unemployed Councils, and 
the Unemployed Leagues 

Mr. Durr. But you don’t remember the date? 

Mr. Croucn. No. 

Mr. Durr. You remember it was about 1935 and you remember the 
people and what was said. , 

Mr. Croucn. I remember many of the people and I remember much 
of what was said; not all by any means. 

Mr. Durr. Is Mr. Aubrey Williams a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Crovcu. The question should be directed to Mr. Aubrey 
Williams. I have not been in closed meetings with Mr. Aubrey 
Williams. ; 

Mr. Durr. You have never known him as a member of the Commu- 
nist Party ? 

s m4 Croucn. I had accepted the word of Mr. Rob F. Hall in good 
alth. 
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Mr. Durr. You accepted the word of Mr. Robert F. Hall. He is a 
member of the Communist Party ; is he not? 

Mr. Crovucu. He is a member; he was a member and a high official 
of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Durr. And you were relying simply on his word? You have no 
personal knowledge ? 

Mr. Crovcn. I have never been in any closed Communist Party 
meetings with him. I have never seen a membership book. I have 
never seen him pay dues in the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Did he accept Communist dise ipline? 

Mr. Croucu. As I said earlier, I followed his activities closely, and 
his activities, his public activities, always coincided with the Com- 
munist Party line—— 

Mr. Durr. Did you ever know of him receiving orders from the 
Communist Party ¢ . 

Mr. Croucn. | cannot recall having knowledge of an order being 
given him by the Communist Party, so I—— 

Mr. Durr. You have no knowledge that any order was given by 
the Communist Party 

Mr. Croucn. Ido not recall. 

Mr. Durr. You have no knowledge that he was ever a member of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Crovucu. I had the statement of Rob F. Hall, which I accepted 
In good faith. 

Mr. Durr. Mr. Chairman, in this connection Mr. Crouch has like- 
wise testified about other people here. I don’t want to take up cross- 
examination with reference to my wife. I don’t want to take up cross- 
examination with reference to Mr. Dombrowski. I ask that they will 
be given an opportunity to examine. 

Mr. Smiru. I stand ready, Senator Eastland, if you will allow me. 

Senator EasrLanp. I permitted his cross-examination because Mr. 
Williams has been very frank and open in his testimony. People 
who are in contempt of this committee are not going to be permitted 
to ask questions. 

Mr. Crouch, I have some questions. Mr. Durr mentioned the High- 
lander Folk School and then asked you a question or two about it 
and about Mr. Horton who is connected with the school. I want you 
to elaborate on that and give what information you 

Mr. Witt1ams. Senator, will you pardon me for interrupting? 

Senator Eastianpb. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Wiuu1ams. Could I go ahead now and make my statement? 

Senator EasrLanp. I am going te give you an opportunity. It is 
something Mr. Durr went into. He raised this question and I want 
the record clear. He did not follow up about Mr. Horton and the 
Highlander Folk School and I want to find out about it. 

Mr. Croucn. What is the question, Senator ? 

Mr. Arens. What conferences did you have there? What was the 
purpose of the conferences? What was accomplished in these con- 
ferences at the Highlander Folk School ? 

Mr. Crovcu. The purpose of the conference was to work out a 
plan by which the Daily Worker would be purchased by the school. 
They would be made accessible to the students, that ev erywhere pos- 
sible the instructors should refer to the Daily Worker, to news that 
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had come in it, to encourage the students to read it, and it was agreed 
that the Communist Party should have a student, a leader, sent there 
as a student whose job it would be to look around a prospective re- 
eruits and Mildred White, now in Washington, D. C., was selected 
to attend the Highlander Folk School for the purpose of recruiting 
for the Communist Party and carrying the Communist Party line 
among the student body the Te. 

Mr. Arens. Yousaid it wasagreed? Who agreed? 

Mr. Crovucnu. Mr. Horton and Mr. Dombrowski. 

Senator EastLanp. Where is Mr. Horton ? 

Mr. Croucn. Mr. Horton is seated at this corner of the table 
[indicating]. 

Senator Easttanp. And Mr. Dombrowski behind him? Is that 
gentleman ? 

Mr. Croucn. Yes, , sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever solicit Mr. Horton for membership in 
the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Croucn. I did. 

Mr. Arens. Tell the circumstances of that solicitation and what 
transpired. 

Mr. Crovucu. At that meeting after we discussed the school I asked 
Mr. Horton to become a formal member of the Communist Party and 
his reply was, as near as I can recall his words, “I’m doing you just 
as much good now as I would if I were a member of the Communist 
Party. I am often asked if I am a Communist Party member and I 
always say no. I feel much safer in having no fear that evidence 
might be uncovered to link me with the Communist Party, and there- 
fore I prefer not to become a member of the Communist Party.” 

Mr. Arens. To your knowledge, did Don West have anything to do 
with the Highlander Folk School ? 

Mr. Croucn. He previously had. Rev. Don West and Myles Horton 
were the original founders of the Highlander Folk School but the 
Reverend Don West had earlier left the Highlander Folk School to 
become first, Socialist State Secret: iy for Georgia; then, my assist - 
ant in North Carolina in the Communist Party as district trade union 
director of the Communist Party; then, as Kentucky State organizer 
for the Communist Party; and now I understand is a writer for Mr. 
Aubrey Williams’ paper. 

Mr. Arens. Were arrangements actually consummated in this con- 
ference among you and Dombrowski and Horton to cause the Daily 
Worker, the Communist Daily Worker to be regularly sent into the 
Highlander Folk School? 

Mr. Croucn. It was agreed that the Daily Worker would be carried 
where all the students would be able to see it, and I was later informed 
by Mildred White that this was done and that there was considerable 
reading of the Daily Worker. 

Senator Easttanp. You said Mildred White was selected to go 
there as a Communist leader to recruit students into the Communist 
Party; is that right? 

Mr. Croucn. Yes, sir. 

Senator Eastrianp. She was to be there. She was there ostensibly 
as a student; is that right? 

Mr. Crovcn. That is correct. 
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Mr. Arens. As to Mr. Horton and Dr. Dombrowski, did they 
have anything to do with her selection ? 

Mr. Croucu. That was left to the district bureau to select a student 
and the district bureau selected her. Her name was mentioned there 
as the most likely student to come and later in a district bureau 
meeting held at Nashville, Tenn., in which Mildred herself took part 
this was agreed upon. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know whether Don West has had any affiliation 
with the paper the Southern Farmer? 

Mr. Crovcn. It’s my understanding that he is a writer for that. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know whether or not Myles Horton is identified 
with the Southern Conference Educational Fund? 

Mr. Croucn. I have seen his name on its letterhead. 

Mr. Arens. Was he identified with the Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare? 

Mr. Crovucn. Yes, sir.; he was very active in it. 

Mr. Arens. No further questions. 

Mr. Durr. No questions will be permitted on behalf of my wife? 

Senator Eastianp. No, sir. 

Mr. Durr. No questions will be permitted on behalf of Dr. Dom- 
browski ? 

Senator Eastianp. I want Mr. Williams to make his statement. 
Sit down a minute, please; Mr. Williams, proceed. 


TESTIMONY OF AUBREY WILLIAMS—Resumed 


Mr. Wuu1AMs. Senator, this is a very extraordinary thing, it seems 
to me, this happening here. As I testified, I have no recollection of 
being in Nashville with Mrs. Roosevelt. That is a matter, though, 
that can be checked definitely and I am sure if I was there, why, she 
would know it and, as a matter of fact, at that time I was working 
for the Government, and my travel vouchers can be checked to see 
whether I was there or not. I have no recollection of meeting Mr. 
Crouch at that meeting or of having any discussion with him. 

You meet a lot of people at meetings where you go to speak and 
he—— 

Mr. Arens. You mean Butler, not Crouch. 

Mr. WitiraMs. Butler. I have no recollection of meeting him at 
that time. 

The idea that Alton Lawrence had discussed with me problems and 
a being made in the South by the Communist Party as far as 

’‘m concerned is fantastic. 

Senator Easttanp. Mr. Williams, what is his position with the 
Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers Union? 

Mr. Witu14Ms. I have never really known. I have known he was 
eaata with it, but actually what his official position is, I have never 
snown. 


Senator Eastianp. You never knew it was a Communist-dominated 
union ¢ 

Mr. Wittrams. I knew there was a great deal of talk about that, 
that it was a very left-wing organization. 

Senator Easrianp. Did you know whether or not Mr. Lawrence 
was a Communist ? 

Mr. Wu11aMs. No, sir; I have no knowledge of that. 


45629—55- 10 








138 SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC. 

Senator Easttanp. Did you have any information that made you 
suspect he was a Communist é 

Mr. Wituiams. No; no, I did not. 

Senator Easttanp. That union has been expelled from the CIO, 
has it not, since then ? 

Mr. WituiaMs. Yes, sir. Now, as to meeting Mr. Crouch in Wash- 
ington at the 1934, 1935, or 1936 period that he t: alks about and spending 
10 minutes or 15 minutes talking to him and whoever else he ment ioned 
there, I have absolutely no recollection of it, and it would be a most 
extraordinary thing when a man was to make a speech to stand behind 
the platform and talk 10 or 15 minutes to somebody about a thing like 
that. I might have a passing how-do-you-do and so forth and so on. 

Senator EasrLtanp. Do you know Robert Hall? 

Mr. Witurams. I met him in Birmingham as I said. I had one 
press conference with him. I don’t ever recall meeting him before 
or after again. 

Senator Easrtanp. Do you know the Hall he is talking about, who 
is a Communist Party Organizer in Alabama? 

Mr. Wituiams. I judge it’s the same one, the one I met was in 
Birmingham. 

Senator EastLanp. You met him only one time? 

Mr. Wiiu1aMs. That’s right. 

Senator Easttanp. Do you deny that you met Mr. Hall with Mr. 
Crouch at a meeting and walked out and discussed matters with him ? 

Mr. WuiaMs. I testified, Mr. Chairm: an, I have no memory of it 
at all. As to my being interested in what the Communist Party was 
doing or not doing with reference to the Workers Alliance, that is 
also fantastic. I had at that time thousands of people that were 
responsible to me with the obligations that were running to four and 
five hundred telephone calls per day and the idea that I would be 
interested in whether or not a particular group was making progress 
here and there and the other is on the face a ridiculous statement. 

a think what you have here, Senator, if I may be permitted to say 

, isa man who has a long record—— 

“lined Eastitanp. Wait just a minute, Mr. Williams. That is 
argumentative. We will hear any statement of fact in connection 
with his testimony. I think that is a fair way to conduct this. 

Mr. Wittiams. Just as you wish. I was going to simply contrast 
the fact that I have lived a life without ever hav ing been brought into 
any questionable conduct all my life, and here is a man putting his 
word against mine, is about as sorry and disreputable—— 

Senator Eastnanp. Wait a minute, now. 

Mr. WittiaMs. I am sure you are fair enough to realize that this is 
true. 

Senator Easrtanp. Are there any further questions ? 

Mr. Arrens. May I ask a question of the witness? And that is this: 
Mr. Williams, do the same people control the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund that control the Southern Conference for Human 
Welfare, the same policy direction ? 

Mr. Wituiams. Mr. Chairman, as far as I know the officers in each 
of these organizations have controlled completely these two organiza- 
tions. They are not the same people. There are some who are the 
same, but the people who control the Southern Conference Educational 
Fund today are its officers. They meet regularly and decide policies. 
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Mr. Arens. But the principal officers of the Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare now occupy prominent positions and hold promi- 
nent offices in the Southern Conference Educational Fund; isn’t that 
so° 

Mr. Witu1ams. Only a minority there. The Southern Conference 
Educational Board is made up of a considerable number of people who 
were never in the Conference for Human Welfare. There 1s over- 
lapping there. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Dombrowski is the administrator or director, is he 
not ¢ 

Mr. WiuuiAMs. Yes, sir; that’s right. He was in both organizations 

Mr. Arens. And he was a key individual in the Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare; isn’t that correct ? 

Mr. Witt1ams. That’s correct; yes, sir. After 1942. 

Mr. Arens. Yes. As to the members of the board, the crisscross on 
the board you have about 15 or 16 who were on the board of the 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare who are not on the board 
of the Southern Conference Educational Fund; is that not correct? 

Mr. Witur1ams. I’m not sure about that. If that’s the record that’s 
orrect. I couldn’t say. 

Mr. Arens. You were a key figure in the Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare, were you not ? 

Mr. Wituiams. I wouldn’t want to say I was a key figure. I was 
associated in an official capacity. 

Senator Easttanp. Mr. Williams, you know you were one of the 
keymen in the Southern Conference for Human Welfare. 

Mr. Wiutu1ams. After 1946 or 1947, Senator, but not in the early 
period. 

Senator Eastuanp. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And you are now the president of the Southern Con- 
ference Educational Fund. 

Mr. WitiiaMs. Correct; yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. No more questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Durr. I wanted to get through with Mr. Williams but in view 
of Mr. Crouch’s statement that I am a Communist, I would like to 
ask him the basis of his information. Let’s get it all out right here 
on the record. 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF PAUL CROUCH 


Mr. Croucn. I have seen Mr. Durr in New York City. 

Mr. Durr. Let’s be specific about this now. Let’s be specific as to 
times, dates. 

Mr. Crovucnu. In several periods from—— 

Mr. Durr. Let’s take one period. Let’s get specific now. 

Mr. Croucn. I don’t recall—I have seen Mr. Durr on several occa- 
sions, 1938 to 1941, but I do not recall specific dates as he did not 
make any speeches, There was nothing to impress a particular date 
onmy memory. I was at these meetings, an average of every 2 months. 

Mr. Durr. What kind of meetings were these? 

Mr. Crovucn. These were meetings of national Communist leaders 
like Earl Browder, William Z. Foster, Jack Stachel, Henry Winston, 
Gene Dennis, and the district organizers of the party, and also quite 
large numbers of people who were active in Communist activities in 
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various fields, some of them known to me and others not. I did not 
know what Mr. Durr was doing. 

Mr. Durr. That was 1938 to 1941? 

Mr. Croucu. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Were these closed party meetings ¢ 

Mr. Croucn. Yes, sir. 

Senator EastLanp. Just a minute now. 

Mr. Durr. Closed party meetings ¢ 

Mr. Crovcn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Durr. Do you know what I was doing in the Government at the 
time ? 

Mr. Croucn. No, sir; I don’t recall now. I probably did at that 
time. I don’t recall now. 

Mr. Durr. But you do recall seeing me there ? 

Mr. Croucu. I recall you were on the Federal Communications Com- 
mission somewhere back in that period. I don’t recall the exact years. 
You have held various positions in the Government, including the 
Federal Communications. 

Mr. Durr. I was on the Federal Communications Commission from 
1938 to 1941 and you saw me in closed party meetings ¢ 

Mr. Crovucn. Yes, sir; if that is the position you held then. I 
don’t recall the exact dates you held these positions. 

Mr. Durr. But you don’t remember position I held. Did you ever 
hear me make a speech at a closed party meeting ? 

Mr. Croucn. No, sir. 

Mr. Durr. What did I do there? 

Mr. Crovucn. Sit in the back. 

Mr. Durr. Did I say anything? 

Mr. Croucn. I never heard you say anything. I was not always 
present. 

Mr. Durr. Did anybody ever tell you I was a member of the Com- 
munist Party ¢ 

Mr. Croucn. No, sir. 

Mr. Durr. Will you tell me 

Mr. Croucn. Except that—— 

Mr. Dorr. Will you tell me where a Communist Party meeting 
was held that I attended ? 

Mr. Crovucu. They were held at various rented halls in Manhattan. 

Mr. Durr. Let’s be specific about one. 

Mr. Croucu. There were so many halls and so many meetings 

Mr. Durr. How many times did you see me there ? 

Mr. Crovucn. Several, which might have been 2, it might have 
been 5. 

Mr. Durr. Did you many times 

Mr. Croucn. Two or three probably. 

Mr. Durr. How many times did you see me there in 1938 ? 

Mr. Crovcn. I do not recall how many each year. 

Mr. Durr. Do you remember seeing me at all in 1938? 

Mr. Crovcn. TI do not recall the exact 

Mr. Durr. Do you remember seeing me there in 1939 ? 

Mr. Crovcn. In that period I have always answered that question 
as fully as possible. 

Senator Eastianp. Let him answer the question. 
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Mr. Durr. I wanted to pin him down. He has made a very serious 
charge about me. , 

Senator Eastianp. All right. Give him a reasonable opportunity 
to answer the question. 

Mr. Durr. He has a period here of 3 years and he hasn’t remem- 
bered a place or date yet 

Senator East.aNp. What is the question ? 

Mr. Dorr. I was trying to ask if he had ever seen me at a Commu- 
nist Party meeting in 1938. 

Mr. Croucn. I don’t recall whether it was 1938 or 1939 or in that 
period. 

Mr. Durr. You saw me in 1938 or 1939 ? 

Mr. Croucn. In the period 1938, 1939 to 1941, in that period. 

Mr. Durr. You can’t remember any year that you saw me there ? 

Mr. Croucn. No, because there was nothing that would pin your 
presence down with a certain period; if you had spoken on a specific 
issue I would be able to fix the time. I would be able to answer that 
question, Mr. Durr. 

Mr. Durr. You don’t remember where any of these meetings were 
held? 

Mr. Croucn. These meetings were held in a large number of rented 
halls. The people who attended these meetings did not know 
Mr. Durr. Tellme. I want to know where one hall was. 

Senator Eastianp. All right. He was doing that when you broke 
in. Where were the meetings held ? 

Mr. Croucn. These meetings—I remember a few. 

Mr. Durr. I want a meeting that I attended in the hall. 

Senator Eastrianp. All right. That is what he was trying to do. 

Mr. Croucn. These meetings were held in various rented halls and 
were made known to the people who were there only immediately 
before, when they were given the typed address to go and I attended 
scores and scores of meetings so it is physically impossible to recall 
specific addresses. Some were held in Manhattan Lyceum, some in 
Cooper Union and most of them were held in halls where I do not 
remember the hall at all and never did. I simply had an address I 
went to, but a year later I would not have recalled the address because 

had never been there before and never again after. 

Mr. Durr. And you can’t give me a specific date or even a specific 
year or a specific meeting I ever attended ? 

Mr. Croucn. I can only give, as I state, Mr. Durr, the dates in the 
period in the late 1930’s, 1938-41. 

Mr. Durr. You never heard me speak there ? 

Mr. Croucn. Never there or elsewhere. 

Mr. Durr. You never met me before, did you? 

Mr. Croucn. Before those meetings ? 

Mr. Durr. Did you ever shake hands with me or talk to me? 

Mr. Crovucn. I don’t recall doing so; no, sir. 

Mr. Durr. How many people were present at those meetings ? 

Mr. Croucu. The number of people varied from 25 to 60 or 70. 

Mr. Durr. And would the other people speak there ? 

Mr. Croucn. Browder spoke there. Foster spoke there. I often 
spoke there. 
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Mr. Durr. But you never heard me speak there ¢ 

Mr. Crovucu. No, I didn’t. 

Mr. Durr. You never spoke to me? 

Mr. Crovucu. I do not recall. 

Mr. Durr. Did anybody ever tell you I was a member of the Com- 
munist Party ¢ 

Mr. Croucn. Rob F. Hi: all in discussing you in connection 

Mr. Durr. Let’s get that pinned that down as to date. 

Mr. Arens. Let him answer the question. 

Senator Easrianp. I think the date ought to be pinned down. 

Mr. Durr. Yes. 

Mr. Croucu. The date of that conversation, the information fron 
Rob Hall, was around the early part, around May or June of 1938, 
as nearly as I can recall, at a time when Mr. Gelders had returned 
from a trip where he had met with you and your wife and reported 
back that the New South was to be sent to Justice Black. 

Mr. Durr. Let’s find what he said about me. 

Mr. Croucu. And that we should send this paper to you at your 
office, as a reliable comrade, who would see that this was given per- 
sonally to Justice Black. 

Mr. Durr. Let’s get this pinned down definitely. When was the 
time and where did this take place ¢ 

Mr. Crovucn. This took place at Gelders’ home in Miami, Fla., at a 
meeting of secretariat, Mr. Gelders, Rob Hall, and myself, around 
May or June in 1938. 

Mr. Durr. And Mr. Robert Hall told you I was a reliable comrade 
and I would see to it that it got to Mr. Justice Black ? 

Mr. Croucn. Yes, sir; and I had you put on the mailing list at your 
office and the United States Government has the original and photo- 
stats of the— 

Mr. Durr. Have you gotten requests of photost ats of any—— 

Senator Easti.anp. Wait a minute. The United States Govern- 
ment has what? 

Mr. Crot cH. The United States Government has the original card 
that I made out at the time that Mr. Durr was placed on the mailing 
list for the purpose of giving that copy to Justice Black. 

Mr. Durr. Did I ask you to put me on the mailing list ? 

Mr. Croucn. Your w ife made that specific recommendation accord- 
ing to Mr. Gelders’ report at the meeting. 

Mr. Durr. My wife, according to Gelders, made that report ? 

Mr. Crovucu. And that you agreed with that suggestion. 

Senator Eastianp. What branch of the Government has that copy ? 

Mr. Crovucn. The original card was introduced as evidence at the 
perjury trial of William Remington in January of 1951 and such 
branch of the judiciary as has the exhibits has the original of this 
and the FBI has photost: itic copies, and at least 2 or 3 investigators 
of this committee, Mr. Schroeder, Mr. Arens, and Mr. Duffy have 
seen the photostat of the card that was made out for the purpose of 
having this paper given to Justice Black by Mr. Durr in behalf of 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. Durr. You swear under oath that you saw me several times. 
How many times? 

Mr. Croucn. Several, which might be 2 to 5 times. 
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Mr. Durr. And that was 1938, between 1938 and 1941? 

Mr. Croucn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Durr. And you don’t remember any specific place you ever 
saw me? 

Mr. Crovucn. The next specific place I recall seeing you was on 
May 25, 1949, at the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
when I recognized you at sight and advised the House committee 
investigators. 

Mr. Durr. Let’s get back to this period 1938-41. You can’t recall 
any spec ific place for any specific time 

Mr. Croucn. I have answered the question as fully as I can. 

Mr. Durr. Is that correct ? 

Mr. Croucu. No; because I attended so many meetings— 

Mr. Durr. But you are sure it was between this period ? 

Mr. Croucn. Five or six meetings a year at various places in New 
York and often the same meeting would move, one session to another, 
to avoid possible detection by United States authorities. 

Mr. Durr. And you are sure it was me? 

Mr. Croucu. I recognized you, Mr. Durr, at sight, among probably 
25 and 50 other people and immediately grabbed an investigator of 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities and pointed you out 
as the man who was in these closed meetings, on May 25, 1949. 

Mr. Durr. Can you tell me any meeting and who was present at any 
meeting I attended ? 

Mr. Croucnu. I know that William Z. Foster and Earl Browder were 
present at those meetings 

Mr. Durr. Did they say anything to me or about me? 

Mr. Crovcu. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Dorr. — I was in the Government at the time; is that right ? 

Mr. Croucu. My best recollection is that you were. 

Mr. Dorr. er you didn’t know whether I was with the Govern- 
ment or not ¢ 

Mr. Croucu. We had plenty of people in the Government at that 
time, plenty of them in high poetics: 

Mr. Durr. And you don’t know— 

Mr. Croucn. The Government was as infiltrated with Communists at 
that time. 

Mr. Dorr. And you didn’t know what my position was? 

Mr. Crovucu. No, I don’t know 

Mr. Durr. You never talked with me? 

Mr. Croucn. In the Communist Party, Mr. Durr, you only asked 
such questions as concerned you and cur iosity about things that don’t 
concern you lead to suspicion that you may be an FBI agent in the 
party. 

Mr. Durr. You thought maybe I might be an FBI agent ? 

Mr. Croucn. No. 

Mr. Durr. You didn’t think that? 

Mr. Croucn. Of course, I had no knowledge to the contrary and 
for—I had no knowledge to the contrary. ; 

Mr. Durr. And you never met me? Never knew my name? 

Mr. Croucn. I don’t recall being introduced to you. 

Mr. Dorr. And I made no impression on you as many times as you 
saw me, 5 or 6 times? 
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Mr. Crovcn. I would say “Yes.” 

Mr. Durr. You never had any curiosity about what I was doing? 

Mr. Crovcu. I believe that any man, people with distinctive per- 
sonalities, people like Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, and others who 
impress one, impress one—— 

Mr. Durr. You never heard me speak ? 

Mr. Croucu. I have stated, Mr. Durr, about—— 

Mr. Durr. You never shook hands with me? 

Mr. Croucu. I don’t recall whether I shook hands with you or not. 

Mr. Durr. And you just remembered the first time when you saw 
me outside the House Committee on Un-American Activities in 1949, 
that I was the person you saw back at that time? 

Mr. Crovucu. I recognized you as one I had seen at a number of 
meetings and immediately pointed you out to committee investigators. 

Senator Easruanp. When was the first time you saw Mr. Durr after 
19417 

Mr. Croucn. The next time I saw him was May 25, 1949, in the 
waiting room of the House Committee on Un-American Activities in 
Washington, D. ¢ 

Mr. Arens. Was his wife in attendance at any of these meetings 
with him? 

Mr. Croucn. No, sir; the only time I have ever seen Mrs. Durr was 
during the Southern Conference for Human Welfare during November 
of 1938: as I reeall the dates, around the 20th to 23d of November 
1958. 

Senator Easrnanp. Just a minute. You saw Mr. Durr in 1949, 
you say ¢ 

Mr. Croucn. Mr. Durr in 1949. 

Senator Eastianp. All right. Have you seen him since? 

Mr. Croucn. Not until the opening of the hearing when I recognized 
him as soon as I saw him here. When I saw him at the opening of 
this hearing was the second occasion I have even seen Mr. Durr since 
1941. 

Mr. Durr. Mr. Chairman, the statement that Mr. Crouch has made 
is an absolute and complete falsehood and I will—— 

Mr. Arens. I suggest he get under oath if he is going to testify. 
We may want to ask you to testify. 

Senator Easrtanp. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you 
are about to give the Internal Sec urity Subcommittee of the ‘Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary of the Senate of the United States will be the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truh, so help you God? 

Mr. Durr. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF CLIFFORD J. DURR, ATTORNEY AT LAW, 
MONTGOMERY, ALA. 


Mr. Durr. The statement that Mr. Crouch saw me in Communist 
Party meetings in New York during the years 1938 to 1941 or at any 
other time is a complete and absolute falsehood. I have never been a 
member of the Communist Party. I am not now a member of the 
Communist Party. I have no intention of being a member of the 
Communist Party. I have never taken the Communist discipline and 
this statement is completely and absolutely false. 


nm 
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One or the other of us, I think, should be indicted for perjury. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been president of the National Lawyers’ 
Guild ? 

Mr. Durr. Yes, sir, I have. I am very proud of that. 

Mr. Arens. When were you president of the National Lawyers’ 
Guild ¢ 

Mr. Durr. I think 1949, 1949-50. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know at the time you were president of the 
National—— 


I 


Senator Easttanp. Mr. Williams, you are excused. 


Mr. AreN . Did you kk ow iat the time you were president oO! the 
National Lawvers’ Guild that it had been cited as a Communist front 
by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities in 1944? 


Mr. Smiru. Senator, I would like to be entered in the record as 
counsel for Mr. Durr, since he is now a wit 

Senator Eastianp. All right. 

Mr. Durr. May we have a short recess, or do you want to go ahead 
now ¢ 

Senator EastLanpb. Just suit yourself. 

Mr. | JORR. Go ahead. Let’s v0 ahe ad. 

Mr. Arens. There is a question outstanding. 

Mr. Durr. What was the question, Mr. Arens? 

Mr. Arens. I asked you whether you in 1949 as president of the 
National Lawyers’ Guild you had cognizance of the fact that it had 
been cited as a Communist-front organization ? 

Mr. Durr. I knew that it had been the subject of an attack by the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities. I had consistently 
myself attacked the procedures of the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities since the days of Martin Dies and that’s the 
reason I associated myself with the National Lawyers’ Guild, because 
I thought the things that the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities were doing in creating fear and suspicion throughout this 
country was going to undermine this country ultimately and tear it 
to pieces, and I saw too much of it going on. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know that it had been cited by the California 
Committee on Un-American Activities in this respect 

Mr. Durr. If I had it would not have discouraged me in any way. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly let me complete the question. Did you know 
that it had been cited by the California Committee on Un-American 
Activities in its report in 1943, saying that it was a Communist front 
for attorneys? 

Mr. Durr. I do not recall now that I knew that. If I had known it 
would not have made the slightest bit of difference because the 
National Lawyers’ Guild got on the list of organizations of this kind 
by opposing their methods. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know that A. A. Berle, Jr., Assistant Secretary 
of State, resigned from the National Lawyers’ Guild in 1940, charging 
that the leadership of the organization is not prepared to take any 
stand which conflicts with the Communist Party line? 

Mr. Dorr. I am not aware of Mr. Berle’s statement. I am not quite 
sure that Mr. Berle’s statement would not have made any difference 
to me at the time. At the time I was in a fight myself against the 
procedures of the House Committee on Un-American Activities. I 














146 SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC. 


opposed them since the Martin Dies days in 1941. I continued and I 
think I will keep on. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know that the New York City Council Com- 
mittee issued this statement, the New York ( City Council investigating 
the municipal civil service tmntronadlig 

The late Frank P. Walsh, Comptroller Joseph D. McGoldrick, Judge Ferdinand 
Pecora, Hon. Adolph Berle, Assistant Secretary of State; Nathan Margold, 
Solicitor to the Department of the Interior, and others have resigned from the 
rganization 
namely, the National Lawyers’ Guild 
on the ground that it is Communist-dominated. 


Mr. Durr. Iam not familiar with that statement at all. 

Mr. Arens. Was it Communist-dominated ? 

Mr. Durr. In my opinion it was not; no, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been identified with the Southern Con- 
feren e for Human W elfare ? 

Mr. Durr. As far as I recall I have never been a member. I think 
I made a talk at the first meeting in a panel on credit in the South. 
That was in 1938. lt Was not at the main meeting, but a panel, and 
there was someone else that talked on credit and agriculture and I 
talked on banking and insurance credit. 

Mr. Arens. Did your membership on the Federal Communications 
Commission at any time coincide with your presidency of this 
organization ¢ 

Mr. Durr. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. National Lawyers’ Guild? 

Mr. Durr. No, sir; I made it a point not to have any connection 
with any organizations whatsoever when I was in the Government of 
the United States. I made some speeches. I made a speech or pos- 

sibly two het aoe I can’t recall but one at the convention of the 
Lawyers * Guild while I was on the Commission. 

Mr. Arens. What dealings, if any, have you had with Joseph 
Gelders? 

Mr. Durr. Joseph Gelders was a sophomore or junior at University 
of Alabama my freshman year. 

Senator Easrianp. What year was that, Mr. Durr? 

Mr. Durr. Well, that was the class of 1919. That must have been 
about 1915. 

Senator Easttanp. Ten years before I did. That was the reason 
T asked. Proceed. 

Mr. Durr. Our acquaintance continued up to the time of his death. 
I knew him quite well. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know that he was a Communist ? 

Mr. Dcurr. No. sir: I did not know he was a Communist and as far 
as discussing people are concerned, Mr. Gelders is dead and I am not 
going to engage in any—— 

Mr. Arens. So is Joseph Stalin, but it is generally known that 
Joseph Gelders was a Communist. 

Mr. Durr. From what I saw of Mr. Gelders he was a very fine 
person. I know nothing about his views. I never saw him do any- 
thing illegal. I never saw him to do anything unkind. I never heard 
him express any idea that wasn’t in the best interests of this country. 
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Senator Easrianp. And your testimony is that you did not know 
him to be a Communist ? 

Mr. Durr. I did not. 

Mr. Arens. Did you subscribe to the Daily Worker? 

Mr. Durr. No, sir; I never subscribed to it. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know whether or not it was received at your 
home ? 

Mr. Durr. Not so far as I recall. I have seen about a half dozen 
copies in my life. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know whether or not you subscribed or there 
was received in your home the publication the New South? 

Mr. Durr. I don’t remember. I never subscribed for it myself. 
It may have. A tremendous amount of literature came into my home. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been active in the Progressive Party of 
Virginia ¢ 

Mr. Durr. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Was your wife active in the Progressive Party ? 

Mr. Durr. Yes, sir; that’s a matter of the public record, that my 
wife ran for the Senate on the Wallace ticket. 

Mr. Arens. Did you attend the World Congress of Intellectuals 
for Peace—— 

Mr. Durr. I did. 

Mr. Arens. In Wroclaw, Poland, in 1948? 

Mr. Durr. I did, and I attended the Waldorf Conference the next 
vear, and anything that I can do toward alleviating international 
tensions I will do. 

Senator Easrntanp. Was this conference in Poland a Communist 
onference? 

Mr. Durr. There were a great many Communists there undoubtedly. 
When you are trying to deal with people all over the world—there 
were British, French, Italians, Poles 

Senator Easrtanp. With respect to the British that were there, 
were they Communists ? 

Mr. Durr. I do know some were definitely not. 

Senator Easttanp. The French ? 

Mr. Durr. Some were and some were not undoubtedly. 

Senator EasrLanp. You were on the American delegation ? 

Mr. Durr. No, sir; Iwas not on any delegation. I was with a group 
on the One-World Award Committee. 

Senator Easrtanp. Who was the group from this country? 

Mr. Durr. You are asking something now, Mr. Chairman—my 
memory is very poor. I do not want to try to give names at this time. 
I hadn’t expected to come here as a witness and since that happened— 
that’s a good many years ago—I had a very severe operation that laid 
me out about a couple of years. A good many things served to dull 
my memory on many things that might otherwise have been more 
acute, 

Mr. Arens. Was Mrs. Durr a delegate? 

Mr. Durr. No, sir; she went with me; neither one of us. 

Senator Easttanp. When you went to Poland, who was in your 
party ? ; 

Mr. Durr. Mr. Chairman, my memory is not clear on that. It’s a 
matter of record somewhere. I am just not going to get into a dis- 
cussion of names of people here at this time. 
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Senator Easrianp. I know, Mr. Durr, but you have stated that it 
was purely to relieve international tension. 

Mr. Durr. I was talking about my own concern now. 

Senator Easrianp. All right. Who was in the group? Who went 
with you? Who was in your party? If you made a trip to Poland 


a few vears ago vou are bound to know who you went with. 

Mr. Durr. Mr. Chairman, in this connection I am going to associate 
myself right here now with the position taken by my wife. I will 
Inve all the provisio f the Constitution of the United States 
wh prot me in my rights: freedom of speech, assembly, and 
everything el all except the self-incrimination clause. 


Senator Easrnanp. There could not be anything wrong. You-have 


Mr. Dut Mr. Chairman, I am not going to feed names here. 

Senator Easrtanp. If what you have stated now, that it was not 
Ll! ng to promote communism, that it was a meeting in Poland 
oO! evi ternational tension, that you were—— 


Mr. Durr. I did not state what the purpose of the meeting was. 
I was stat YF my own purpose. 
ator Easrtanp. Well, did the people in your party have a dif- 


/ 


Se) 
ferent purpose 

Mr. Durr. I went there with a passport from the State Department 
that had full knowledge that I was going. 

Senator Easttanp. Did the people that went there have a different 
purpose from yours? 

Mr. Durr. I can’t tell you what purpose people have that go to 
meetings. 

Senator EastLtanp. We are going to recess until 9:30 in the 
morning. 

Mr. Arens. One question. Who paid your expenses? 

Mr. Durr. My expenses were paid by the One-World Award Com- 
mittee. It was established in honor of the late Wendell Willkie. 

Mr. Arens. And who paid your wife’s expenses ? 

Mr. Durr. I paid my wife’s expenses. 

Mr. Smiru. Before we recess, as Mr. Durr’s counsel I would like 
if we can’t do it at this time, at our morning session the right to cross- 
examine Mr. Crouch. 

Senator Eastianp. I will handle the session in the morning. I am 
going to do what I think is proper about that. We will recess until 
4) « 2) 

(Thereupon, the hearing recessed at 4:55 p. m., March 19, 1954, to 
reconvene at 9:50 a.m., Saturday, March 20, 1954.) 
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SATURDAY, MARCH 20, 1954 


Unitep States SENATE, 
SupcoMMITTEE To INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE INTERNAL Security Act aND OTHER INTERNAL 
Securiry Laws or THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
New Orleans, La. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to recess, at 9:30 a. m. in room 
245, Post Office Building, New Orleans, La., Hon. James O. Eastland 
presiding. 

Present: Senator Eastland. 

Also present: Richard Arens, special counsel, and Frank W. 
Schroeder, and Edward R. Duffy, professional staff members. 

Senator Eastianp. The committee will come to order. 

Who is your first witness, Mr. Arens# 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Durr, will you kindly resume the stand? 


TESTIMONY OF CLIFFORD J. DURR, ATTORNEY AT LAW, MONT- 
GOMERY, ALA., ACCOMPANIED BY BENJAMIN E. SMITH, ATTOR- 
NEY AT LAW, NEW ORLEANS, LA.—Resumed 


Mr. Arens. Mr. Durr, you have previously been sworn and identi- 
fied on this record ¢ 

Mr. Durr. I have. 

Mr. Arens. I just have one or two questions, if you please, sir. 
Have you been identified with the National Farmers Union? 

Mr. Dorr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. In what capacity and over what period of time? 

Mr. Durr. I was a lawyer with the Farmers Union—the dates are 
not too clear in my mind but it was in the late summer of 1950 to 
the early spring of 1951. 

Mr. Arens. In the capacity of lawyer? 

Mr. Durr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Was that on the legal staff? 

Mr. Durr. That was the insurance organization of the Farmers 
Union. It was the National Farmers Union Corp., I believe was the 
name of it. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know Mr. Myles Horton? 

Mr. Durr. Oh, yes. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know whether or not he is identified with the 
National Farmers Union? 

Mr. Durr. I can’t testify for Mr. Horton. He will be on the stand 
soon and you have had him on the stand. I just don’t know of my 
own knowledge. 
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Mr. Arens. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Smiru. Mr. Chairman, as Mr. Durr’s lawyer I asked you a 
que stion at the close of yesterday’s hearing. Mr. Durr, according to 
the rule, has not been in contempt of this heari ing and he has answered 
all your questions, and I most respectfully request the right to cross- 
examine the witnesses who have testified against Mr. Durr and 
slandered a great American. 

Senator Easrianp. That is a speech. Sit down. Mr. Durr him- 
self cross-examined the witness who made charges against him. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Myles Horton. 

Senator Easrianp. In fact. he cross-examined him over an hour. 

Do you solemnly swear that the t testimony you are about to give the 
Internal Security Subcommittee of the Committee on the Judici: wry 
of the Senate of the United States will be the truth, the whole truth 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Horvron. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF MYLES HORTON, TEACHER, HIGHLANDER FOLK 
SCHOOL, MONTEAGLE, TENN., ACCOMPANIED BY CLIFFORD J. 
DURR, ATTORNEY AT LAW, MONTGOMERY, ALA. 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and occu- 
pation 

Mr. Horton. My name is Myles Horton. I am a teacher at the 
Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tenn. 

Mr. Arens. You are represented by counsel, Mr. Horton ? 

Mr. Horron. Mr. Durr. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Horton, kindly identify the Highlander Folk 
School. 


Mr. Horron. Well, the High lander Folk School was sté arted back 


in 1932 for the purpose of educating rural and industrial leaders fot 
democra tic living and activity. The school has continued to carry 
out as best we can that conce pt of education. 


Mr. Arens. Could you tell us who were the originators of the High- 

cle - Folk School ? ¢ 

Mr. Horron. I assume the full responsibility personally for having 
first conceived the idea of the Highlander Folk School and having 
gone down to the Tennessee mountains for the purpose of starting this 
chool. ‘There was no one with me at the time. 

Senator Easrianp. Mr. Horton, you heard testimony yesterday that 
Miss Mildred White attended your school, that she was a Communist 
Party member and that she attended the school ostensibly as a student 
to recruit people into the party. Did Miss White attend Highlander 
Folk School ? 

Mr. Horton. If she did it was many years ago and I have no list of 
students but 1f she attended she did not attend as a Communist Party 
membe ra : 

Senator Easrtanp. I understand, but do you know whether or not 
she attended the school ? : 

Mr. Horton. No, sir: I don’t. If she did, she was sent by a union. 
not by the Communist Party. We accept no students from the Com- 
munist Party and never have. 

Senator Easrianp. Sent by a union, you say ? 
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Mr. Horron. Yes, sir, a labor union. 

Senator Easttanp. What union / 

Mr. Horron. I don’t know. I say, if she was sent she was sent by 
a union. 

Senator Easrtanp. Do you remember Miss White? 

Mr. Horron. I frankly can’t place her. We have had several thou- 
sand students, Senator, and it would be rather difficult—I can tell you 
the basis on which she came. 

Senator Easrnanp. If you do not remember, how can you tell the 
basis on which she came? 

Mr. Horton. Because I know the basis of which everyone comes to 
the Highlander Folk School and always has come and I can state that 
if you permit me. 

Senator EastLtanp. If you remember I will let you do it, and if you 
do not remember and if you do not know whether she attended 

Mr. Horron. If she attended, I can tell you the basis on which she 
attended. 

Senator Eastitanp. You could not give us the basis for her attend- 
ance if you do not know anything about her. 

Mr. Arens. Is Mr. James Dombrowski affiliated with the High- 
lander Folk School? Would you kindly answer the question whether 
or not James Dombrowski is affiliated with the Highlander Folk 
S ‘hool ? 

Mr. Durr. Mr. Chairman, I submit that Mr. Dombrowski himself 
has already testified on that. 

Senator EasrLanp. Is that any reason why this witness should not 
answer ¢ 

Mr. Horron. Couldn’t I give my reasons why I don’t want to 
answer ¢ 

Senator Easttanp. No, I do not want your reasons. Do you de- 
cline to answer the question ? 

Mr. Horton. I would like to state my reasons as to answering your 
question as to whether I decline or not. 

Senator EastLanp. Do you decline to answer the question ? 

Mr. Horron. Mr. Chairman, you listened to Communists and ex- 
Communists talk here—— 

Senstor Easttanp. Wait a minute. 

Mr. Horron. Won’t you listen to an American citizen talk? 

Senator EastLanp. Answer my question. Do you decline to an- 
swer the question ? 

Mr. Horton. Mr. Chairman, I would like to state that history at- 
tests to the fact that—— 

Senator EastLanp. Wait a minute. Mr. Marshal, take him out of 
the room. 

Mr. Horron. I decline to answer. 

Senator Eastianp. All right. Take him out of the room. 

Mr. Horton. I was trying to read a statement from the President 
of the United States 

Senator Easttanp. We are not going to have any self-serving 
declarations. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that Mr. Crouch 
return .to the witness chair for a cleanup of a couple of items which 
we did not get to finish yesterday. 
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FURTHER TESTIMONY OF PAUL CROUCH 


Mr. Arens. Mr. Crouch, you have previously been sworn and identi- 
fied on this record ¢ 

Mr. Croucu. Yes, sit 

Mr. Arens. In the course of your testimony yesterday, there were 
two items which we did not get to complete. One of the items was 
your testimony with reference to Mr. Gelders and I believe you said 
four other individuals who had some kind of an intelligence ap- 
paratus. Would you tell us about that now so that we can get that 

clear in the record ? 

Mr. Crovcu. I had personal knowledge of five individual Com- 

ts who were assigned by the Communist Pa irty to obtain intelli- 
1ce information from the White House for the benefit of the Com- 
nist Party and the Soviet Government. 

Mr. Arens. Could you identify those five first ? 

Mr. Croucn. Those five were, first, Joseph S. Gelders; second, Rev. 
Malcolm Cotton Dobbs, who was the head of the Youth Section of 
the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, and who boasted to me 
that his posites as a minister helped prevent any possibility of any 
suspicion by either President or Mrs. Roosevelt of the fact that he was 
a top C ommunist leader. I have been in many small closed party 
meetings with Rev. Malcolm Cotton Dobbs. Number three was 
Howard Lee, a young attorney, who was also one of the founders and 
a member of the steering committee of the original conference of the 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare at Birmingham, Ala., and 
a member of the Communist Party steering committee at its second 
conference at Chattanooga, Tenn., in 1940. 

Howard Lee, like the others, had free access to the White House or 
Hyde Park and was a frequent guest of the President and Mrs. 
Roosevelt. 

The fourth was Joseph Lash, a leading member of the Young 
Communist League and of the Communist Party. The fifth was 
Gilbert L. Parks, who had once been a business manager for Eleanor 
Roosevelt’s magazine Babies—Just Babies, and had been Assistant 
Resettlement Director to Rex Tugwell in the Government and who 
later was a member of the district bureau of the Communist Party 
in the Carolinas and who was a member of the steering committee of 
the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, Birmingham, Ala., in 
November of 1938 and who stayed at my home during the time he 
was there serving on this steering committee. 

Those are the five top Communists I know who carried on espionage 
activities at the White House, reporting for the benefit of the Com- 
munist Party and the Soviet Government and enabling Earl Browder— 
this information together with other information—enabling Earl 
Browder to make reports on what went on at Cabinet meetings, at 
top level meetings of the Communist Party I attended. 

Mr. Arrens. Would you tell us the source of your information? 

Mr. Crovcn. First, I have been in closed Communist Party meet- 
ings with all of the five people and with the exception of Joseph ,. 
Lash, all of those people have stated to me personally their assign- 
ments by the Communist Party and have discussed their espionage 
activities in behalf of the Communist Party and the Soviet —S 


ment. I received information regarding Joe Lash’s work from Earl 
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Browder and from J. Peters and I have seen him in closed meetings 
of the Communist Party, and my wife, Sylvia Crouch, was in many 
top level meetings with Gil Green, Henry Winston, and Joe Lash of 
the Young Communist League. 

Mr. Arens. Over what period of time did this espionage apparatus 
exist ? 

Mr. Croucu. From about 1934 approximately until I left the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Arens. And that again was when? 

Mr. Croucu. I left the Communist Party in 1942, and I have no 
reason to believe that this espionage activity ceased when I left the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. AreNs. What did these five people do? What specifically 
did they do? 

Mr. Croucu. They reported to J. Peters, or to assistants of J. Peters 
regularly on all information that they could gather on visits to the 
White House, from conversations with top Government officials that 
they met there, and what deductions they could draw on Government 
policy from their personal conversations with Mrs. Roosevelt and 
with the President. 

Mr. AreEns. How did they have access to the White House over and 
above that of any other citizen ? 

Mr. Croucw. Howard Lee, Malcolm Cotton Dobbs, and Joseph 
Gelders, Parks, all that I mentioned, were personal friends of the 
President. 

For example, Gilbert L. Parks had been business manager for Mrs. 
Roosevelt’s magazine from November of 1932 until about July of 
1933 and the fact that he had this close business acquaintance, he de- 
veloped a personal acquaintance with her and with the President—— 

Senator EastLanp. Wait a minute, Mr. Crouch. Mr. Arens, what 
has this to do with the scope of this investigation ¢ 

Mr. Arens. As I understand, Mr. Crouch said yesterday Gelders 
was identified as an associate who had dealings with people who are 
in the Southern Conference Educational Fund. 

Mr. Crowcn. Yes, sir; Mr. Gelders, Rob Hall, and I were the three 
people who originally planned and conceived the idea of the Southern 
Conference and its real success would not have been possible if he had 
not had access to the White House and Hyde Park, if he had not been 
able to spend a weekend at Hyde Park as a guest of the President and 
Mrs. Roosevelt and convinced them that this represented a worthwhile 
undertaking, persuaded Mrs. Roosevelt to be a speaker and persuaded 
the President of the United States to write a letter of greetings to 
open this conference, and through his acquaintance and his relation- 
ship with Mrs. Virginia Foster Durr to a United States Supreme 
Court Justice as the second featured speaker for the opening of this 
conference. 

Mr. Arens. You are not suggesting, of course, that either the 
former President or the First Lady was cognizant of the contacts 
there that these Communist agents were making? 

Mr. Crovucu. Quite the contrary. <All of the people except Joe Lash, 
with whom I did not discuss the matter, I have discussed the matter 
all told me that the President and Mrs. Roosevelt in no way suspected 
them of being Communists and, of course, if they had they would have 
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immediately have had no longer access to the White House, and noth- 
ing I have said is to indicate that Justice Black had any knowledge 
of the Communist conspiracy that used him at Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare and none of my testimony should be indicated as 
reflecting in any way whatsoever upon the integrity or sincerity of 
the United States Supreme Court, but his sister-in-law, Mrs. Virginia 
Foster Durr, had full knowledge of the conspiratorial nature accord- 
ing to the detailed reports that were given by Joseph S. Gelders after 
his return from conferences with her. 

Mr. Anens. I have another question, Mr. Crouch, on another matter 
that you touched upon yesterday. With reference to M. L. Edwards, 
kindly identify him again at this point in the record. 

Mr. Croucu. M. L. Edwards of Miami, Fla., is a leading member 
of the Communist Party of Florida who personally identified himself 
on many occasions to me as a leader of the Communist Party, reported 
to me, who told me of his work as a courier for the Communist ap- 
paratus to Cuba, and to Panama, and he boasted that in the interest 
of the Communist intelligence work he traveled on free passes from 
Pan American Airways because of his position. 

He was closely associated with three other Communists in the air- 
line industry engaged in activities in behalf of this courier apparatus. 
They were Fred Swick, S-w-i-c-k, Thomas Murray, and Phil Sheffsky, 
and to my best knowledge and belief, these four people who are in 
the top apparatus in the plans for utilizing the airlines for a courier 
apparatus for the Communist movement and the Soviet Government 
are today at this moment employed by Pan American Airways, most 
of them at Miami, I believe. 

Mr. Arens. What is Murray’s full name? 

Mr. Crovcu. Thomas Murray is all I know him by. He was in- 
troduced to me by Fred Swick as Thomas Murray. He was vice presi- 
dent of the New York Local Transport Workers’ Union at the time 
it was controlled by the Communists, before Mike Quill kicked them 
out. Murray, Swick, Sheffsky, and Edwards have to my best infor- 
mation all been removed from union offices by Transport Workers’ 
Union of the C1O. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know whether or not this courier net is still 
in operation ? 

Mr. Croucu. I have no personal knowledge of that since I left 
Miami. 

Mr. Arens. No further questions, Mr. Chairman. I respectfully 
suggest that the committee go into executive session. 

Senator Eastianp. Mr. English. We will go into executive session 
with this witness. 

(Whereupon, at 10 a. m., the committee proceeded in executive 
session, reconvening at 10:30 a. m., when the following ensued :) 

Senator Easttanp, The committee will come to order. 

Mr. Arens. For the purpose of the record, I should like to make 
an announcement that there was issued by the committee a subpena 
for Mr. Alton Lawrence of Bessemer, Ala. Our last word which 
came just this morning, is that the marshal in that area has been 
unable to locate Mr. Lawrence for service of the subpena. 

The second request that I should like to make of the chairman is 
that the witnesses that are currently under subpena who have not 
been released be on this record now released. 
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Senator Easttanp. Except for Mr. English. 

Mr. Arens. Except for Mr. English; yes, sir. 

The next witness if you please, sir, is Richard English. 

Senator Easrtanp. He is your last witness. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. English, will you kindly assume the witness seat 
there or remain standing to be sworn? 

Senator Easttanp. Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are 
about to give this committee will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Enauisu. I do, sir. 


TESTIMONY OF RICHARD ENGLISH, BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Enatisu. My name is Richard English. I reside at 707 North 
Foothill Road, Beverly Hills, Calif. My profession is that of a 
writer and a radio producer. 

Senator Easttanp. What magazines do you write for, Mr. English? 

Mr. Eneutsu. I have written for a number, sir. I worked with 
Collier’s from 1936 to 1944, was their foreign correspondent in South 
America. Then I went to work for the Saturday Evening Post in 
1944 and have been with them since that time. 

Mr. Arens. Are you also the author of the nationally broadcast 
radio program, Last Man Out? 

Mr. Enautsu. I am. 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. English, will you kindly tell us about your 
background with particular reference to the experience you have had 
and the studies you have made of the Communist apparatus? 

Mr. Enatisu. Very briefly, I first became aware of communism in 
1941 in this country on my return from South America. I found 
Screen Writers Guild, of which I am a member and an officer, infil- 
trated by the Communist Party. I knew quite a few Communists in 
South America and later, particularly those Russian agents, showed 
up in Mexico under different names and passports in 1944; and I was 
down there at the time and made some physical identification of 
these men. 

In 1946 I was active in Screen Writers Guild in removing the 
Communist influence. I was the only non-Communist who was ever 
editor of the Screen Writers Guild magazine. 

I started working on the Communist articles for the Saturday 
Evening Post around 1947, dealing with communism in this country, 
Mexico, Hawaii, deportation of pabeenive aliens, and then, of course, 
doing this radio program, which has been on for about 24 weeks now. 
It is on 155 stations. 

Mr. Arens. You have conducted considerable research into the 
operations of the Communist network in this country ; is that correct? 

Mr. Eneuisu. Yes. 


Mr. Arens. Mr. English, on the basis of your background and 
experience and the studies which you have made have you arrived in 
your own mind at any conclusions respecting the Communist manipu- 
lation of what we call Communist fronts? 


Mr. Enauisn. Yes, of course. 
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Mr. Arens. Would you first of all describe what is a Communist 
front and then tell us about the manipulations of various Communist 
fronts? 

Mr. Eneuisn. A front is one of two things: Either a bona fide 
organization which the Communist Party infiltrates and seeks to 
control directly through its own members or sympathetic travelers; or, 
two, a Communist front is an organization created by the party that 
it may look respectable and attract those who would not normally be 
attracted to anything associated with communism. It is thus to give 
respectability to an organization. That would be my definition of a 
Communist front. 

Mr. Arens. On the basis of your background and experience, do 
you have any observations to make with reference to the change of the 
facade or label of various Communist-controlled organizations ? 

Mr. Eneuisu. Yes. There is a consistent behavior pattern in all 
Communist activities: That as soon as a front becomes known as a 
front it isexpendable. You can no longer get people interested in it, 
so they therefore drop and they open up a shop down the street. 
Usually you will find the same personnel and same people as direc- 
tors, but they simply now move down, assume a new name, and set 
up store somewhere else because the old place has been discredited. 

Mr. Arens. How about the line or the policy? Does that remain 
the same? 

Mr. Enauisu. Oh, yes; that is consistent with whatever is for the 
good of the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Arens. And the control is the same ? 

Mr. Encuisu. Normally it is the same; yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. On the basis of your background and experience, you 
can, I am sure, help the committee with reference to Communist tech- 
niques and the Communist line. I would like to invite your atten- 
tion to some of the words and phrases which are sometimes thrown 
out into the air—liberal, intellectual, reactionary, that type of phrase. 

Senator Eastianp. Limit that to words and phrases that have been 
used in these hearings. 

Mr. Arens. But let us first take the word “liberal.” How is that 
used by Communists ? 

Mr. Eneuisu. The Communist Party dialectic is this: the use of 
the word “liberal” of course in the normal use means generous and 
warmhearted. Anyone working in a Communist Party effort, and a 
lot of people who are not, will always take the position and describe 
themselves as a liberal. This is a technique which automatically 
builds yourself up. It makes you a warm, generous fellow and auto- 
matically makes any of your opponents not liberal, thus ungenerous 
or reactionary, and so on and so forth. 

Following this thought, though, they do not study the use of the 
word, the true semantics of the word “liberal.” It means many things. 
For example, if a woman is liberal with her charms, this is not a 
very good thing to be said about her. At the same time, if a citizen 
is liberal with his country and he gives away its virtues, strength, 
and citizenship, this isn’t good for his country, and you will find this 
in all Communist Party gatherings, all of the Communist Party line, 
and all the Communist Party fronts. The one thing they have in 
common is they are always liberal and no one else is. 
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Mr. Arens. Do you find undeviating adherence to a set policy by 
persons who are under Communist discipline ! 

Mr. Enatisu. Yes. The Communist discipline, however, does not 
always originate from the Communist Party itself. A fellow traveler 
is just as sealed in his own life as a Communist Party member is. 
You see, the Communist Party tries to isolate them. You have no 
place to go except among your own group. Thus, they have you more 
under control. Fellow travelers with not much wider r area, of course, 
stay with each other and everyone who is against them is therefore a 
very bad person, indeed, and he is seeking to do something dreadful 
to them, but the discipline that they are under is largely psychological. 

Some of them through years of doing it have the habit of always 
doing the same thing automatically, though it always coincides with 
what is good for the Communist Party, and the disc ipline can some- 
times be inflicted by wanting to look good to other “liberals.” They 
want to look like they are one of the boys. 

Mr. Arens. In the organizations which are Communist-controlled 
are the front men generally Communist agents, or are they people 
who are subject to the Communist will and Communist discipline but 
who are not actually identified with the party ? 

Mr. Eneauisn. It is very seldom in a Communist front that your 
front people are Communists per se. Usually you will find ‘that 
executive secretaries, treasurers, and the like are Communist Party 
members, wherever possible, because they want control of that mem- 
bership rule. That is where they control the ball game, but usually 
the leaders are people so sympathetic to communism there is no need 
for outside control. They are completely domesticated. While they 
call themselves intellectuals they never have any divergence of opin- 
ion, which is very curious if you are an intellectual. 

If men are intellectuals there should be several minds of thought 
not always the same mind, the same approach, the same technique. 

Mr. Arens. Do members of one Communist front generally affiliate 
with other Communist fronts, or does a Communist fronter generally 
stay in one groove, one pattern, one entity ? 

Mr. Enaiisu. They are almost always repeaters. I mean if you 
find them more than 3 or 4 times you are andes going to find them 
10,20, or 25 times. They do it continually. 

For example, I myself was on one Communist front. I subscribed 
to the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League because I was against what Hitler 
was doing in Germany. This was subsequently revealed as a Com- 
munist front. 

Well, I was on one. There are a lot of people who are on 1, 2, 3, 
or 4, but usually to stay on a front means this: To follow the party 
line. A fellow traveler is one who stays with the Communist Party 
through more than one change in party line. The other person is 
a man who joined something, found out what it was, and quit. How- 
ever, the fellow traveler does not quit. He stays with the Communist 
Party line through more than one change in the Communist Party line. 

In other words, he accepts whatever theory and discipline and 
thought is handed down. 

Mr. Arens. Have you made a study of a particular organization to 
ascertain the Communist control of that organization; such as the 
National Farmers’ Union? 
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Senator EasrLanp. National Farmers’ Union? 

Mr. Eneutsn. I should state for the record here and now that the 
National Farmers’ Union is now, somewhat belatedly, but I am sure 
nonetheless sincerely clearing house of many of the far left elements 
that so long subverted it. 

However, there is a typical example of how a group is used. The 
Farmers’ Union was not conceived by the Communist Party and must 
not be regarded as an instrument as such. During the days of the 
depression in the Midwest, for example, and all the milk strikes and 
the penny farm sales Hal Ware returned to this country. Hal Ware, 
as I think most people know, is the son of Mother Bloor, who was sort 
of the matriarch of the Communist Party. 

Hal Ware had worked 10 years in the Soviet Union helping them 
industrialize the Soviet Union. Their great problem there was this: 
Stalin did not have any problem with the capitalists when communism 
took over. After all, there are only a few thousand capitalists, but 
he had a dreadful time with the millions of Kulaks, the people who 
own just a little land, and no one wanted to give up his little land. 
They were much more rugged than the capitalists and there were, 
of course, millions of them instead of a few thousand. 

Now, to control any country you must first control its breadbasket, 
so they decided the first thing in this country was to infiltrate the 
farm groups and to get control of farmers, and, thus, when the revolu- 
tion came here they would not have the same trouble here that they 
had in Russia. 

Ware went to the Midwest and he was very active in a number of 
groups. Ware, I might add, was subsequently identified with the 
Department of Agriculture spy ring. .He was identified by Whittaker 
Chambers and Elizabeth Bentley as being in the group with Victor 
Perlo, Alger Hiss, and others. 

To make it very brief, they had a number of techniques. You always 
join the smallest and weakest group because they will be the easiest 
to control. The Farmers’ Union, I think, is the newest and youngest 
group. They collapsed a number of their own fronts into the Farmers’ 
Union. 

For example, the Farm Holiday Association was a front. That 
does not mean that everyone, of course, was a Communist and had 
any thought about communism, but it was a front controlled and 
largely created by the Communist Party. rar ut that in. Those 
became the factions that worked within the Pimnaee Union to 
form the spearhead action, and by 1936 ~ Communist papers and 
magazines were saying openly that the one vote for progressiveness in 
the farm movement would be the Farmers’ Union and by May in 
1937 they were inferring they had captured control of the Farmers’ 
Union because they said the national board is now all progressive. 

Immediately thereafter the Farmers’ Union began to follow the 
Communist Party line. The first thing that happened, kind of amus- 
ing if you look back, was about 1938 there was a peace conference at 
Vassar. Right away the Farmers’ Union sent a delegation. 

It strikes you as very curious that people interested in agriculture 
and plowing are suddenly showing up at an international peace con- 
ference at Vassar. The two things that don’t go together. There is 
not a normal community of interest. Then they followed the Com- 
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munist line through many twists and many turns, condemning this 
and condemning that. 

I can give a few specific things here on that. Here, for example, 
was the only farm group during the days of the Hitler-Stalin pact 
to call World War II imperi: alistic, the only farm group to go down 
the party line on that, and the Communist Party at no time made any 
effort to hide its domination. 

For example, Lem Harris, who has testified widely and then always 
stood on the fifth amendment when you asked him what his party was, 
boasted in the New Masses that the emergence of the Farmers’ Union 
as a leader of rural progressivism was a result of a long period of 
development. Then they set up an education department for young- 
sters, that followed the general tactics of the Young Pioneers, which 
was the Communist group to indoctrinate youngsters. 

They went right down the line and they eventually backed Henry 
Wallace and the Progres:ive Party when Wallace ran for President; 
and it is rather significant that Wallace walked away from the Pro- 
gressive Party saying it was Communist-dominated. Many Farmers’ 
Union leaders did not walk aay from it. 

At one time, the editor of the National Union Farmer, for an article 
critical of Russia, was fired and in being fired the head of the Farm- 
ers’ Union said in his letter that he was being fired because he had 
promoted division of opinion in the Farmers’ Union. Therefore, that 
means being critical of Russia. Their own opinion must be favorable 
to them; otherwise, why did he say you are creating a division of 
opinion ¢ 

Then, a Fred Stover is president of the Iowa Farmers’ Union. He 
signed a Communist peace petition nine times. Fives times he signed 
it as president of the lowa Farmers’ Union. Of course, it looks good. 
It gives dignity to the signature. Then, very curiously, he was one 
of 2 committee of 14—this committee, incidentally, included Howard 
Fast and Paul Robeson—who in November of 1950 was appointed to 
the United States Committee for the Second Peace Congress, and this 
appointment was made from Warsaw, Poland, which, needless to say, 
is behind the Iron Curtain, and he used his lowa Farmer Magazine 
and had a pledge in it for farmers to sign ; a world peace pledge urging 
the farmers to sign a petition proposed by the Stockholm World Peace 
Congress. 

One curious thing is that Mr. Stover was appointed to this commit- 
tee 5 months after boys were dying in Korea, some of them boys whose 
families belonged to the Iowa ‘Farmers’ Union. Ina very brief sum- 
mation to make the record clear, Mr. Stover’s Iowa Farmers’ Union 
has now had its charter revoked by the National Farmers’ Union, just 
a week ago today. It has been revoked on the grounds that he does 
not have 3,500 members, the minimum required. 

Mr. Stover, however, is now attacking the National Farmers’ Union 
as being un-American. However, there is an example of how a group 
has infiltrated, how it works and the efforts it must go through to clear 
itself up. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. English, do these Communist fronts ever attack 
communism or Soviet Russia in their policy ? 

Mr. Enauisu. Never. 

Mr. Arens. Or do they ever attack the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Enouisu. Never. 
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Mr. Arens. Do they ever attack individual Communists? 

Mr. Encuisu. Only if they become ex-Communists. 

Mr. Arens. What is their line with reference to the United States 
of America and this Government and congressional committees, inves- 
tigatory committees, and investigations? 

Mr. Encutsu. It is a very tragic one actually, because they keep 


talking about freedom of speech. They stand on all the rights of the 
Constitution but do nothing to uphold the Constitution. 
You . the Constitution is basically a form that governs the law 


of col eet on which we shall live, our laws of this country, and if you 
invoke the Constitution you owe something to the Constitution and 
the laws, the very thing that protects you. Yet, invariably at all hear- 
ings, you will see them wrap thems selves in the American flag, but 
you never hear them defend the American flag; not once. 

You never hear a word against a oo t. You never hear a 
word critical of Russia, but perforce they are against everything else. 
Apparently, all they find in favor of the United States are the laws 
that protect them. Yet if Russia were to take over these laws would 
be gone in a minute. 

Mr. Arens. Do they always oppose investigations of Communists 
and communism ¢ 

Mr. Eneuisu. Would you define what you mean “they”? 

Mr. Arens. The fronts. 

Mr. Eneuisu. Oh, completely. The one thing they are afraid of 
iS — ure, whereas if they had something that was honest and 
legitimate they would have nothing to be afraid of. 

1 mean you are not afraid to stand up and say where you stand. 
You are not afraid to produce your records, tell your name, what you 
did, and so forth. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. English, could you kind of elaborate on this? 
These fronts stand for peace, and for welfare, and good relations, 
and fresh air, and all these high-sounding appealing humanitarian 
causes. What is your reaction to the labels that they give themselves? 

Mr. Encuisn. Well, it is very natural for any group to want to be 
for deep-breathing and motherhood. It makes you sound good. 
You only go by what they do when the chips are down. In other 
words, let them put their money where their mouth is. They don’t 
do ar nything except criticize. They never find any good. It is very 
strange. Communism is an imported malignancy. It is not in- 
digenous to this country. Yet, these same people will import a 
the ory and they will harbor and protect it, but if you want to export 
democracy, if you want to send the thought of a democracy out in the 
world, then they say, “No, no; you are “inter fering in other people’s 
business.” It is a one-way street as far as they are concerned. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any appraisal to make on the basis of 
your background and study on the way that individual Communists 
multiply their effectiveness by the use of the people who are not 
Communists ? 

Mr. Enouisn. Certainly. You see, the Communist Party, as such, 
is almost unimportant. They are discredited. There are, perhaps, 
in this country 25,000 or 30,000. What they can do in time of sabo- 
tage, time of war, of course, is important, but they control, through 
emotions, through discipline, and through various approaches, a 
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couple million people, and these 2 million people are the ones that 
are important. 

You see, they lend respectability to a discredited outfit. 

The Communist fellow traveler, for example, is always talking 
about public opinion. He is always talking about the will of the 
majority. He is always talking about the public being served. It is 
very obvious in the United States today that the great American 
public does not want communism, and there would not otherwise be 
such interest in it, such concern over it, and the need for investigations 
and committees such as this, and yet the will of the majority in this 
case means nothing because it is not their will and the very great 
danger today is from all the amateurs that get into the act. The 
United States Government is completely capable of taking care of 
Communists, and communism within the borders of this country. 

Senator Easttanp. Mr. English, the Communist conspiracy in the 
United States is a hard core conspiracy against this country that op- 
erates through a number of arms or tentacles called fronts, is it not? 
That is correct, is it not? 

Mr. Encuisu. Yes, sir. 

Senator EastLaNp. And those fronts promote the objectives of the 
Communist Party, do they not ? 

Mr. Enauisu. Yes, sir. 

Senator Easttanp. That is what they are designed for, to promote 
the objectives of the hard core conspiracy. What does it matter 
whether or not one is a member of the Communist Party when the 
person who affiliates with all these arms and tentacles carries out the 
objectives of the central conspiracy? Would you say that he would 
be a person who affiliates with all the front organizations and would 
be promoting the objectives of the conspiracy, even though he is not 
a Communist ? 

Mr. Encuisu. In fact, he is accomplishing the objectives the Com- 
munists can never accomplish because he has apparent public posi- 
tion, dignity, and a good American face that can accomplish what 
they cannot accomplish themselves. 

With respect to a prominent fellow traveler, a prominent man 
dedicated to the cause of communism, or let us say Marxism, it would 
be silly for the Communist Party to ever let him join. They should 
never give him a card because if he got a card he would be exposed 
and if he is exposed he is no longer valuable. 

However, one prominent man, a doctor, or an attorney, or a writer, 
someone in a position of public recognition, is worth a dozen or a 
hundred just card-carrying Communists as such. 

Mr. Arens. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman, unless Mr. 
English has an item to cover that he would like to bring to the atten- 
tion of the subcommittee. 

Mr. Eneuisu. You had asked me about this hearing here. These 
people are unknown to me. Individually, we don’t matter. When 
you get through, the record speaks for itself. It conforms to pattern 
or does not conform to pattern. It is either clear or not clear. There 
has been no stand taken. I have yet to hear anything good about the 
country. I have heard a lot of reasons why you should not tell things 
and this is the one unfortunate thing in any such hearing because it 
puts everyone in the position of trying to elicit information when, 
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actually, you ought to be proud to speak up if you have nothing or 
yourmind. That is all I have, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Thank you very much, a English. 

Senator Easrianp. At this time, I desire to thank Judge Wright 
for the use of his courtroom, to thank the United States marshal and 
his deputies for the very fine service that they have rendered, and 
also to thank the press for the very fair way in which they have cov- 
ered this hearing. 

This is part of a general investigation over the South of the Com- 
munist Party, of Communist-front organizations, and of other groups 
that might or might not be allied with them. This record will be 
turned over to the full committee for its study. I do not think it is 
incumbent upon me at this time to pass judgment upon any witness 
or what any witness has said. We will do that when the entire in- 
vestigation 1s completely completed. 

It is our plan, as I understand, in the future—I do not know 
exactly when—to convene again in the city of Birmingham for some 
hearings in that town. 

That will be all. We will stand in recess. 

(Whereupon, at 10:55 a. m., Saturday, March 20, 1954, the hearing 
was recessed subject to the call of the chairman. ) 
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APPENDIX 


IN THE Circuit CourRT OF THE ELEVENTH JupICcIAL Crrcurr or FLoRrIDA 
FILE NUMBERED 167991-H 


Ntate of Florida. on the relation of Georae 1. Brautigam. Esquire, State 
ittorney of the Eleventh Judicial Circuit of Florida, Movant vs. Leo Sheiner, 
Respondent 


OPINION AND JUDGMENT 
GipsLin, Circuit Judge: 


My duty, as I see it, requires that I deprive the respondent, Leo Sheiner, of his 
icense to practice law and of his privilege of serving as an officer of the courts 

of the State of Florida. He has deliberately refused to dissipate, if he can, the 
doubt which undeniably exists as to his loyalty to the nation and its constitution, 
although there is much more than slight factual justification for the doubt ; and, 
because of his silence when the circumstances clamored that he speak, I have 
been forced to the conclusion that our bench and bar cannot repose in him their 
trust and confidence and that he has shown himself unworthy of association with 
the honorable members of the legal profession who are the custodians and guard- 
ians of our judicial institutions. 

There can be no thorough understanding of the reasoning by which I have been 
impelled unless there is an adequate appreciation of the purposes, aims and tac 
tics of the Communist Party, membership in which the respondent has defiantly 
elected not to disavow. 

Widely publicized trials and investigations have exposed communist activities 
which would still be inconceivable and incredible to the average patriotic Ameri- 
ean if the facts had not been conclusively established by indisputable evidence ; 
and, at last, many of us are beginning to recognize the menace to our national 
security and to defend against the danger by our insistence that positions of 
trust or influence shall not be occupied by persons whose beliefs or conduct create 
doubt or suspicion as to their loyalty to the republic. 

We still have, however, thousands of complacent citizens who, because there 
are only twenty thousand known members of the Communist Party in the United 
States, are confident in the belief that communism provides no threat to our 
constitutional democracy. Of these apathetic and unaroused Americans who 
remain oblivious to the danger of communist machinations, it is those who regard 
themselves as “intellectuals” and advanced libertarians who, perhaps, give the 
greatest aid and comfort to the enemy. These pygmies on stilts who parade as 
giants are sometimes found in our institutions of higher learning: and, waving 
their masters’ degrees, they pose as the defenders of personal liberties and as the 
promoters of international good will. But they only think they think. They prate 
of “witch-hunting’ when conscientious senators and congressmen, knowing much 
more than they, seek to expose and eradicate disloyalty. They complain piteously 
of the “methods” employed to combat treason and subversion. They glory in 
the “courage” of witnesses who, when interrogated concerning subversive activi- 
ties, invoke the protective provisions of the Fifth Amendment to stifle the 
inquiry. They regard as inhuman the execution of the Rosenbergs for their 
treachery. They question the veracity of the witnesses whose testimony led to 
the conviction of Hiss for perjury. They applaud the contemptible tactics of 
the defense lawyers who for nine months taxed the patience of Judge Medina 
in the trial of the communists who were convicted of violations of the Smith Act. 
They bemoan the discrediting of Oppenheimer. They would have us use no 
coercive measures to combat the known determination of the communists to 
overthrow, by force and violence if’necessary, our constitutional government and 
to establish in its stead a communist dictatorship. They would have us resort 
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iSSrOo! trategy and t ersuasive logic in the effort to convert the 
Ler sts ar inists to o way of thinking and thus to deviate them fror 
f ] ict t Gestroy I mn Of Zovernimel 
\s fo e, | place y reliance in the patriotism and common sense of the 
f “ay ge \ ricans who, when fully apprised of our exigency, wi 
no nee lepend on é lvice college professors or other theorist 
‘ ng effective ways and means of exterminating the vermin gnawing at the 
ns of 0 er! 1 eture 
thwart mmunis . imperative f course, that we learn what 
ey are Fortunately, the alertness and competence of the Federal Bureau of 
I stig the persistence ible congressional committeemen and investi 
s, the s essti pre t ommunists, the ul ing diligence of ma 
iforce I gencies the cooperation of some wl were communist 
who e renounced the illegiance to the Kremlin, have supplied us with 
nforma is t ommunis tics and methods. It is the obligation 
f fus who would preserve ir government and our freedoms to study and 
learn suc tactics and methods so that we shall not ar longer be deluded by 
‘ nning and ade ous strategy of our mortal enemies 
Communists and their sympathizers have found their way into organizations 
rmed to promote world peace nto organizations whose purpose is to bette 
terracial relations, into organizations whose aim is to eliminate religious preju 
ce to tural sociecies, i student and other youth organizations, int 
ious civic, fraternal, and welfare movements, for the purpose of indoctrinating 
mpressionable, the naive, the irresponsible, the ignorant, and the young 
with theories designed to weaken and destroy the foundations of our free 
: et) Pretending to further idealistic and altruistic movements, they have 
ten won the support of many unsuspecting dupes who, happy in the role of 
public benefactors, have unwittingly helped the communist agents to dissem 
nate their poisonous propaganda 
We know now that hundreds of mmunists have wormed their slimy way 
nto ke governmental position Washington and throughout the country, 
d that these spies have channeled to Moscow much information and intelli 
y e whicl e had no desire to share with Russia 
We have learned at hundreds of communist agitators have infiltrated into 
uur lab unions to foment unnecessary strife and discord between manage 
nt and labor, to promote strikes and walkouts and to cripple industry and 
' ‘ ' ad tive i} 1 
We have discovered that many communists and fellow travelers have invaded 
arge numbers the field of journalism, the teaching profession, the ministry, 
a ° profession, the theatre, and the radio and television industry. all of 





which, of course, are powerful propaganda media. 
In fact, we now realize that the corruptive and enervating influence of commu 
| 


st agents is kelvy to be found anywhere in America 


wecause the communist 


oO kn as do we, that their pe of world mastery can never be realized 

: gas the United States sha remain free and strong 
The current trend of American thought, however, affords a basis for optimism 
We have awakened and our eyes are opening Our recognition of Soviet Russia 
1933 and our military alliance with her in the last world war led us to respect 
nd trust her leaders; and, when the struggle, in which we had been engaged for 


four long years, ended, we relaxed and slept, lulled into a sense of security by our 
misplaced confidence in our erstwhile ally, only to find, when aroused from our 
mmnolence, that the Bolshevik dictators had designs on our life and a knife at 


itously, we have awakened in time to avoid the intended fatal thrust 

We have not vet risen in all our might to crush the enemies who would destroy 
>; but slowly, gradually, and surely we are repairing the damage done to our 
rtress from within. Some of those who did it have been detected and punished : 
ut the search for the others must not end until we ll have secured ourselves 
internal danger, and then we shall be vy prepared to resist all 





Congress and the legislatures of the several states are enacting needed legis 
ition The executive branches of our national and state governments are ridding 
themselves of public officers and employees whose loyalty is questionable. Labor 
inions are expelling from their ranks communists and communist sympathizers. 
Publishers of newspapers and magazines and the owners of radio and television 
stations are silencing the columnists, writers, commentators, and broadcasters 


who have been writing and voicing communist propaganda. Parent-teachers asso 
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utions are demanding the resignation of teachers who have brought the ideology 
Marx, Engeles, Lenin, and Stalin into their classrooms. Colleges and uni 
versities are realizing the danger incident to the indoctrination of the immature 
and impressionable student by professors and instructors who follow the com 
munist line. Church congregations are replacing ministers who blend Christianity 
1 socialism The producers of stage and screen entertainment have felt 
iancially the unpopularity of the Chaplins and Robesons and have 
cause of the popularity of the Stewarts and Gables 

What, it may well be asked, is the bench and bar of America doing to rid the 
egal profession of the adherents of communism? 

What I believe should be done is evidenced, [ think, by the views I express in 
his opinion and by the action I have taken in the case at bar. As to what othe 
judges or courts may think and do I can only predict; and my prediction is that 
they will reason and act as I 


I 
I 


profhted 


have should similar circumstances confront the 

lam told that my decision is without precedent. I cannot agree. It may be that 
the factual situation here presented has not been involved in any other adjudi 
cated case; but the principles which in my judgment should govern in the instant 
case have been enunciated and applied in several prior cases, notably Martin v 
Law Society of British Columbia, 8 Dominion Law Reports 173; Cohen vy. Wright, 
2? Cal, 293; In re Margolis, 269 Pa. 206, 112 Atl. 478: In re Smith, 133 Wash. 145 
233 Pac. 288; In re Taylor, 309 Ky. 388, 217 S. W. 2d 954; In re Keenen, 310 Mass 
166, 37 N. FE. 2d 516; and Lambdin vy. State (Fla. 1942), 9 So. 2d 192. 

If this case merits the attention which has been focused on it and if my deci 
sion (announced orally at the trial) is to be properly and fairly evaluated, the 
facts, as to which there is no dispute, should be known and understood; and I 
shall state them with meticulous accuracy. 

The respondent, on January 26, 1954, appeared as a witness before the grand 
jury of this court then in session and testified under oath. After he had been 
asked and had answered several preliminary questions, the state attorney asked 
him if he had ever been a member of the Southern Conference for Human Welfare 
(allegedly a communist “front” organization) ; and he declined to answer the 
question, invoking as one of several bases for his declination the provisions of 
the Fifth Amendment to the Federal Constitution. He was asked if he had 
ever been a member of the Communist Party. The question evoked the same 
declination and the same grounds for his refusal to respond to the question. Then 
there was propounded to him the question, ‘Are you a member of the Communist 
Party?” and he answered, “No.” In answer to the question “Do you today belong 
to a communist-front organizatoin?” he said, “No. jut when asked if he had 
ever belonged to a communist-front organization, he declined to answer, again 
invoking the Fifth Amendment. The transcript reflects repeated refusals to 
answer questions concerning his possible membership and activities in reputedly 
subversive organizations and his persistent reliance on the Fifth Amendment. 

On March 18, 1954, pursuant to the requirements of a subpoena served on him, 
the respondent appeared at New Orleans before a subcommittee (of the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary of the United States Senate) 
administration of the Internal Security 
and he was sworn as a witness. 


which was investigating the 
Act and other internal security laws; 
He was asked if he had ever been identified in 
uny capacity with the Southern Conference for Human Welfare. Again he 
invoked the Fifth Amendment. Senator Eastland asked, “Are you now or have 
you ever been a member of the Communist Party?’ Again he invoked the Fifth 
Amendment which accords to a witness the right to refuse to answer a question 
if his answer would tend to incriminate him. To the question, “Are you a 
member of the Communist Party?” his answer was: “I am answering your ques- 
tion, Mr. Eastland, that I am not a member of the Communist Party.” The 
senator then put this question: “Were you a member of the Communist Party 
last year?” The respondent again relied on constitutional grounds in refusing 
to answer the question, as he did in declining to say whether he had been a 
member of the Communist Party five years before the hearing, or six months 
before. When asked the question, “Three months ago were you a member of 
the Communist Party?” the respondent added to his expressed reasons for declin- 
ing to answer the statement that ‘you are violating the rights guaranteed to me 
by the Sixth Amendment to the United States Constitution which provides that 
I am afforded due process and if any accusation is going to be made against me, 
sir, then I must be confronted by my accusers.” The senator then directed the 
respondent’s attention to the presence in the hearing room of another witness, 
Paul Crouch, and asked if the respondent knew him. The respondent declined 
to answer the question. Counsel for the subcommittee interpolated a question. 
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He asked, “Are you a member of an organization dedicated to the forcible over 
throw of the government of the United States?’ The respondent declined to 
answer 

Paul Crouch, a consultant of the United States Immigration and Naturalization 
Service of the Department of Justice, was then sworn and testified that he had 


been a member of the Communist Party for seventeen years, from 1925 until 
1942 He detailed his activities as a member of the party before, as he expressed 
it, he “broke with the Communist Party after increasing disillusionment over 


the years He testified that despite his severance, the party issued him a 
membership book while he lived in Florida in 1947 

Before Crouch had concluded his testimony, the respondent was again sum 
ned into the room and made to face the witness. Crouch then testified, in 
the presence and hearing of the respondent, that he knew the respondent in 
1947 and 1948 as the head of the Southern Conference for Human Welfare for 
the Fourth Congressional District: that the respondent had revealed that he 
was “an important undercover member in the Communist Party” and was the 
reserve head of the party for the State of Florida and that should the party be 
forced underground he was “to be the Florida State Secret Organizer of the 
Communist Party, the head of the party in the state”; that he (Crouch) had 
met at the home of Charles N. Smolikoff, a communist leader, on Easter Sunday 
n 1947, with the respondent and others who Smolikoff believed “could be relied 
upon to carry out communist directives.” Crouch named as those present at 
the meeting, in addition to himself, the respondent, Smolikoff. M. L. Edwards 
Phil Sheffsky, Isadore Sapphire (known also as Jack Strong), H. David Prensky, 
and Theresa Kantor. Crouch further testified, in the presence and hearing of 
the respondent, that the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, which the 
respondent headed in the Fourth Congressional District, was conceived by the 
Communist Party and that the initial organizational steps were directed and 
financed by the party “which furnished several thousand dollars of cash to 
Joseph S. Gelders for his preliminary expenses until he was able to raise suffi- 
cient funds from people, from intellectuals, and people who did not know the 
nature and purpose of the organization.” “The purpose of the Communist Party 
in setting up the Southern Conference for Human Welfare,” Crouch testified, 
“was to have a mass organization through which the communist line could extend 
all over the South. through which intellectuals, professionals, even ministers. 
could be brought within the scope of the Communist Party influence to enable 
the communists to gain entry into the Government. * * * It was a vehicle to 
promote communism. It was intended to lead to class hatred, to race hatred. 
dividing class against class and race against race as its real objectives in spite 
of the words put on paper, some of them by myself.” 

After Crouch had concluded his testimony, Senator Eastland, addressed the 
respondent and said, “Mr. Sheiner, you have heard an accusation. You have 
been accused of telling Mr. Crouch that you were a member of the Communist 
Party I ask you, sir, are those statements of Mr. Crouch relative to you true 
or false?” The respondent refused to answer the question, relying again on the 
frequently reiterated contitutional grounds. The Senator then remarked: “Mr 
Sheiner, I think that if a man accused me in an open hearing of being a com- 
munist, unless I were guilty, I would be glad to answer it. I think any pa- 
triotic American, any loyal American, any man who loved his country, if ac- 
cused of belonging to an organization that is traitorous to his country, an or- 
ganization that affiliated with a power abroad that has killed and maimed 
thousands and thousands of American boys, if I were accused of belonging to that 
organization, and I were not guilty I certainly would not sling behind the Fifth 
Amendment.” The respondent still remained silent except to assert his con- 
stitutional rights. 

Before the respondent was released he was asked if he had been a member of 
the Communist Party one month before the hearing, or one week before, or the 
day before. The inquiries elicited again the same refusals and the same assign- 
ment of reasons. 

The recited facts were made known to me by Ellis Rubin, Esquire, a young 
member of the bar of this court, in whose integrity I have the utmost confidence. 
Considering the conduct of the respondent as reprehensible and morally inde- 
fensible and as a violation of the honor of the legal profession, Mr. Rubin 
presented to me a verified suggestion that I take appropriate disciplinary action 
against the respondent pursuant to the provisions of section 454.24 of the Florida 
Statutes. 
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\ consideration of the facts to which my attention was drawn prompted me 
to direct the State Attorney, George A. Brautigam, Esquire, to make in writing 
1 motion, in the name of the state, for the disbarment of the respondent. The 
able State Attorney acted with dispatch and the motion was promptly filed. 

The respondent demurred to the motion, contending that the facts alleged, 
even if proved, do not warrant disbarment or any other disciplinary action. In 
my order overruling the demurrer, I expressed my opinion that the motion re- 
quired “the respondent’s answer and explanation.” By the order the respondent 
was required to file his answer under oath. The governing statute, section 454.25 
of the Florida Statutes, requires a sworn answer. 

The respondent’s answer, when filed, was not under oath, although there was 
appended to it a notary’s certificate that the respondent had sworn before her 
that “the matters and things therein stated and set forth are, to the best of his 
knowledge, information, recollection and belief, true.” The diligent State At- 
torney subpoenaed the notary to appear before him and her sworn testimony 
revealed that the answer had not in fact been verified by the oath of the re- 
spondent. The State Attorney moved for a summary judgment of disbarment. 
At the hearing on the motion I, privileged the respondent to verify the answer 
before me and he swore that “the facts averred in the * * * answer are true.” 
The motion for summary judgment was then denied. 

In the motion for disbarment it was alleged that the respondent is or has beep 
a member of the Communist Party of the United States, the Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare and other organizations which “advocate and teach the force- 
ful overthrow of the constitutional form of government of the United States of 
America.” In response to such accusation the respondent answered that he “does 
not believe in the advocating or teaching the forceful overthrow of the constitu- 
tional form of government of the United States of America.” 

The evasiveness of the response may not have been intended, but nevertheless 
is apparent. Obviously one may personally disapprove of the advocacy of the 
forcible overthrow of our government and yet belong to a party or organization 
which he knows does advocate such action. It will be noted too that the respond- 
ent does not swear that he does not believe in the employment of force to effect 
the overthrow of our government. He says that he does not believe in “advocating 
or teaching” that force be resorted to in the effort to overthrow the government. 
lo advocate or teach is to communicate openly to others the thoughts and views 
of the advocate or teacher in the effort to induce the listener or reader to agree 
with such thoughts and views. I presume that none of the communists in the 
United States would dare attempt to convert the unconverted to their way of 
thinking by open discussion. They are covert conspirators who meet and plot 
with trusted fellows of the same ilk. 

Other than his disavowal of his personal belief in the advocacy or teaching 
of the doctrine of force, there was no denial in the respondent’s answer to 
the allegation that he is or was a member of the Communist Party, the Southern 
Conference for Human Welfare, and the other organizations or groups named 
in the motion for disbarment. He said that -he “neither admits nor denies” 
the allegation and demanded that the movant produce “strict and exact proof” 
in support of the charge. He advanced in his answer the contention that to 
require him to “further answer” the allegation would “deprive him of the rights, 
privileges, and immunities” guaranteed to him by the Fifth Amendment and 
other constitutional provisions. 

There existed, I think, an adequate legal basis for the entry of a summary 
judgment of disbarment when the respondent did not file, within the time speci- 
fied in my order, an answer under oath, but filed an answer to which there 
was appended a false jurat. The manifest evasiveness, duplicity, and insuffi- 
ciency of the answer justified, I believe, the summary disposition of the case by 
the entry of a judgment of disbarment. I preferred, however, to obviate the 
likelihood that prejudiced or unthinking critics would vociferously charge that 
the respondent had been disbarred on a “technicality” without a hearing. And 
there was another cogent reason for according to the respondent a trial on the 
merits. I was hopeful that he would—and I earnestly prayed that he would— 
explain and justify his conduct which has engendered in the minds of all fair 
and intelligent persons familiar with the facts a substantial and justifiable doubt 
as to his allegiance and loyalty to our country; and that, if it should be shown 
that he had joined the Communist Party, it would be further shown that he 
had renounced the communist philosophy and is now a loyal and true American. 

My hope, however, was in vain. When, at the trial, I directed to him from 
the bench the. question, “Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party?” 
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